— WP AT WY AA OS Oe 4 EY RJ 
— 4 


— os 


=_ 


h IS 


Carefully correfted and. amenilg 
additions by the ſame Au. 106 
before Pobſinedd. Were: n 
| ne ©. $3. 75 . 8 . * 4 5 0 Sa 5 13 3 3 | | 


_ Ca 
: af 


$7 4x X - Au - — 1 
e ee 0 OTE N 


2 Ir hath peat God in all ages, to raiſe up faithful and 

worthymeny. of ſingular gifts and graces (eſpecially 
in the r eateſt ion) to bear witneſs of his 
truth, a be the world of ſin? As Noah for the 
pace and t before the deluge 
came upd; de old. World, 8c uh repentance. I 
in Sodom, whoſe ſob! they ws Ned with heir fioful deed 
Moſes the ruler of his people ſent of to threa 


' Pharaoh, for their opreſſion. re ſolved to ſuffer with God}: 


people rather than to commit ſin. Wc his proph 
from time to time to reprove and cor 
and in the time of golpel, how many notable men of Al 
nations have given fheir bodies to be cruelly torment 
for the cauſe of Chriſt? and, in our own nation, among 
many other learned men, it pleafed his Majeſty, evſu 
in the time of palpable darkneſs, to ſtir up this authyr 
Sir DaytD LinDSAY, albeit a courtier, and exercil{d 
abont maters of ſtate; yet a man of ſuch ſincerity aqd 
faithfulneſs, that be ſpared not, as well in his ſatyrigl 
phraſes and plays as in all other works, to inveigh m 
ſharply both againſt enormities of the court, and 5 
great corruptionioithe clergy, that it is a wonder ho 
he eſcaped theiſ hands, they having ſuch a powtr 
at that time, as e practiſed in ſhedding the blood 9 
God's ſervents, Mr Plrrick Hamilton, Robert Forreſ 
ter, Gentlemen, George Wiſchart, and Walter Milo 
with divers others, who gave. the ir lives for the  tefij- 
mon of God's truth ; and yet this Author ended hi 


the enormit 80 


— AY 


days in peace, for all their · cruel menacing. This let 


us ſee the wonderful power and providence of the All 
mighty, that albeit he ſuffers the wicked to execute thei 
_ -erulty upon {ome of his ſaints, yet ke preſveth others, tha 

their enemies have no power to touch one hair of their 
eats, but as it-pleafetlrhis Majeſty to permit them. Fo 


+ 7 longer from the "Pak enn. | 
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fuͤrther commendation of the author, hisown work fpag i 
teſtify his proôbity. 1 will not detain the good reader 
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oe the miſcrable Eſtate of the World. 
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And of each ſtate the inſtability, 

roceeding of the reſtleſs bulineſs, 

hereon the. moſt part do their mind addreſs 

Inord*nately on hungry covetice. 

ain-glory, deceit, and other ſenſual vice. 

But tumbling-in my bed I might not lie 

Vherefore I went forth in a May morning, 

omfort to get of my mclancholy, : 

dome what before freſh phzbus up riſing, _ 

here I might hear the birds moſt ſweetly ſing :. 

nto a park I paſt for my pleaſure, 

Deccored well by craft of dame nature, - 
How I received comfort natrual. 

or to deſcribe at length it were too lang, 

Smelling the wholſome herbs medicinal, 

Vhereon the dulce and balmy dew down dang, 

ike orient pearls upon the twiſts that hang : 

Or how that the aromatick odours, 

roceeded from the tender fragrant flow'rs 
Or how phœbus, that king ethcrial, 

pv ectly ſprang up into the orient, 

\lcending in his throne imperial; 

hole bright and boreal beams reſplendent, 

lumine all unto the occident, 

omforting.ev'ry corporal creature. 


Whoſe donk impurpur'd veſtment noCturna}, 
ith his imbrowd'red mantle matutine, 

e leſt unto his region auroral, : 
Vuch on him waited when, 
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did decline, 
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Vhich formed were on earth by dame nature. 
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by, 


* 
* ; 
. * 9 
y 
Tow 4 N 
, ' * 
A 
* *%. 
" — 7 
* * . 
E 


" «3% ”7 r + / a 


4 4 ey The firſt Book © 
Tow'rd hi 


$ oecident palace veſpertine; 
And roſe in habit gay and glot ious, 
Brighiter than gold or ſtones moſt precious, a 
But horned Cynthia the night's fair queen, 
© She loſt her light, and Jed a Jower fail, --* 2 
Wes once her ſov'reign lord that ſhe had ſeen, 
| And in his prefence waxed, black and pale, 
And o'er her viſage caſt a miſly-vail, 
So Venus did, the goddeſs amorous. 
| With Jupiter, Mars, and Mercurius. 
K Right fo the old intoxicate Saturn 
Perceiving phæbus pour his beams fo bright 
Above the earth, then made he no ſojourn, 
But ſuddenly did loſe his borrow'd light, 
Which he did never ſhow but in the night. 
So Pole Arctick, Urſes, and ſtars all, 
Which ſituate are in the ſeptentrional. 
(To erring ſhips that are without all guide, 
Convoying them upon the ſtormy night) 
Within their froſty circle did them hide, 
Howvbeit that ſtars have none other light, 
But the reflex of phæbus beam ſo bright. 
That day durſt none into the hav'ns appear, 
Till he had circuit all our hemiſphere, 
Methought it was a ſight celetlial 
To ſee phzbus ſo angel-like aſcend 
Into his fiery chariot triumphal, 
Whoſe beauty bright I could not comprehend _ = 
All care of worldly things did from me wend, 
When freſh Flora ſpread forth her tapeſtry, 
Wrought by dame nature quent and curiouſly. 
Painted with many hundred heav'nly hues, 
Glad of the riſing of that royal roy, | 
With bloſſoms breaking on the tender bews, 
Which doth provock my heart to nat'ral joy: 
Neptune that day and Eolus held them coy, | 
- | * That men of far might hear the birds ſound, - - 
Whoſe noiſe did to the ſtarrx heav'ns redound. 
| The pleaſent pawn punzeing his fethrem fair 
The mirthful mavis made great melody; 8 
The luſty lark aſcending thro? the air, = 
Numb' ring her natural notes craftily : 
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The gay goldſprink, the merl right merrily, 

The noiſe of the noble nightingales, | „ 

Redounded thro* the mountains, meads and yales, __ 
Contemplating this mirthful harmony, 

How ev*'ry bird dreſt them for to advance, 

To ſalute nature with their melody, 

That I ſtood gazing almoſt in a trance, 

To hear them make their nat'ral obſervance 

80 royally, that all the rocks rang, - 

Thro' repercuſſion of their ſug'red ſang. - 1 
I loſe my time, alas, for to rehearſe 08> $i 

Such unfruitful and vain deſcription ; _ = 

Or write into my rural rapped yerle ; 

Matter without edification : 4 

Conſidering how that mine intention, 'Þ 

Been to deplore the mortal 1 | | 

With continual careful calamit {il 
Conſiſting in this wretched vale of ſorrow « . i 

But ſad ſentence ſhould have a ſad indite : Ii 

So terms bright I like not for to borrow : * 1 

Of mourning matter men have no delight, 14 

With rouſty terms therefore 1 will not write, 7 

With ſorrowful ſighs aſcending from the ſpleen, 

And bitter tears diſtilling from mine een. 
Without any vain invocation, | | 

To Minerva or to Melpomene; . . - | 

Nor yet will I make ſupplication, . 

For help to Clio, or to Calliope, 

Such marr'd muſes may make me to ſupply, -, 

Proſerpine I refuſe and Appollo, 

And right ſo Euterpe, Jupiter and Juno. 
Which been to pleaſant poets comforting ; 

Wherefore becauſe I am not one of tho, 

I do deſire of them no ſupporting ; . | 

For I did never ſleep in Parnaſſo, 

As did the poets of long time ago: 

And ſpecially the ornate: Ennius, 8 6141 

Nor drank I ever with Heſiodus. 85 . Faſt 1 
Of Greece the perfect poet ſovereign, 

Of Helicon the ſource cf eloquence, RA WCET -+ 

Of that mellifluous, famous, freſh fountain: 

Wherefore to them I thought no reverence: 
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I purpoſe not to make obedience, - 

To miſchant muſes, or mahometry, + 
Before time uſed into poetry. . 
Hoping Rhamnuſia, goddeſs of deſpite, 
Might be to me a muſe right convenable « ? 

If I defir'd ſuch help for to indite,  _. 
This murning matter, mad and miſerable, 


J muſt ſeek a mnſe more comfortable, 


And ſuch vain ſuperſtition to refuſe, 


| Beſeeching the great God to be my muſe. 


By his wiſdom all manner of things were wrought 
The high havens with all their ornaments, . 


And without matter made all things of nought : 


Hell in mid center of the elements, - 
That heav'nly muſe to ſeek my whole intent's 


"The which gave ſapience to king Solomon, 


To David grace, and ſtrength to ſtrong Samſon. 
And of poor Peter made a prudent preacher, 
And by power of his deitie, 


Of cruel Paul he made a cunning teacher ; 


J muſt beſeech right lowly on my knee, 
His high ſuper-excellent Majeſty 
That with his heav'nly ſp'rit he me inſpire, 
To write nothing contrary his deſſre, 
Beſeeching eke his ſov'reign ſon Jeſu, 
Who was cenceived by the holy p'rit, 
Incarnate of the purify'd virgin true: 4 
And into whom the prophecy was compleat 
That prince of peace, moſt humble, and moſt fweet, 


Which under Pilate ſuffer'd paſſion. 


Upon the croſs for our ſalvation. 
And by that cruel death intolerable, 
J. oos'd we were from the bonds of belial ; 
And moreover it was ſo pruſnable, 
That to this hour came never man nor ſhall 
In the triumphant } joy imperial 
Of life, tho* they were never ſo good, 
But the virtue of his precious blood. „Anne 
Where fore inſtead of the mount Farnaſſoo. 
Swittly J ſhall go ſeek'my fovereigns n 
To mount Calvary the ttreight way ſhall L g 
580 <2 a taſte of that N lreſn fountain: $02 Im 
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That ſource to ſeck, mine heart may not ref: ain, 
Ot Helicon, which was both deep and wide, 
That Longinus did grave into his fide. | 
From this freſh fountain ſprang a famous flood, 
Which-redolent river thro? the werld runs, 
As cryſtal clear, and mixed i is with blood ; 
Whoſe ſound above the higheſt heavens dine, 
All faithful people purging from their fins :. 
Wherefore I ſhall befecch his excellence, 
To grant me grace, wiſdom and eloquence. 
And bathe me with the dulce and balmy ſtrands 
Which on the croſs did ſpeedily out ſpring * 
From his moſt tender feet and heav'nly hands; 
And grant me grace to write or dite nothing a 
But to his high honour and laud loving. 
Without his help there may no good be wronght 
To his pleaſure, good works, word, or th-ught.* 
Therefore, O Lord, I pray thy majeſty, 
As thou didit ſhow thy high power a, 
Firſt plainly into Cana of Galilee, 
Where thou convertedit water into 15 5 
onvoy my matter to a fructuous fine - 
ind fave my ſayings both from ſhame and ſin, 
ake heed, for now my parpety begin. 
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N T O that pat i Mas peer | 9 
An aged man that drew me near, 7 
hoſe beard was near three quarters lang: 2 
is hair did o'er his ſhoulders hang, | 27 
Whe which as any ſnow was White, h 8 0TGS 
hom to behold I thought delight : © A 
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His habit angel-like of hue 
Of colour like the ſapphire blue ; 
Under a hulin he repotcd, 0 
Of whole preſence-l was re&;o.ced, | 
I did him ſalute rev rently, | 
So did he me right courteouſly, | * 
To fit down he requeited me 
Under the ſhadow of the tree, 
To ſave me from the ſun's heat, 
Amongſt the flowers {eft and fw cct,- 
For I was wearied with walking, 
Then he began to fall in talking: 
I aſk'd his name with reverence, 

F. I am, ſaid he, experience, 

C. Then fir, ſaid I, yvou-cannot fail 
To give a delolate man "counſel ; 
"You do appear a man ef fame, 

And ſith experience is your name: 
I pray you, father venerable, 
- Give me ſome counſel comfortable. 

E. What been, ſaid he, thy vocation, 
Making ſuch a ſupplication! 

C. I have, ſaid I, been to this hour, 
Since I could ride, a courtier ; : 

But now, father, I think it beſt, 5 
With your counſel to live in reſt ; 
And from henceforth to take mine eaſe, 
And quietly my God to pleaſe, 
And renounce curioſity, 
Leaving the court, and learn to die. 
Oft have I failed over the flrands, 
And travelled thro? divers lands, 
Both ſouth and north, eaſt and weſt, 
Let can I never find where reſt 
Doth make her habitation, © 
Without your ſupportation. 
When I believe to be beſt eas'd, 
Moſt ſuddenly I am diſpleas d: 
From trouble. when 1 falteſt fly, ms | 
Then find I moſt adverſity; ; 19% bi 
Show me, I pray yon, heartſully .. 
How I may live moſt ee 
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To ſerve my God of kings King, 
Since L am tir'd, of travelling, ' 
And learn me far to be content, 

Of quiet life and ſober rent: 

That I may thank the king of glore, 
As if I had a million more: 

Sith every court been variant, 

Full of envy, and inconſtant: _ 
Might I without grief live in reſt, 
Now in old age | think it beſt. 


E. Thou art a great fool, ſon, ſaid-be, 


That to defire which may not be, 
Longing to have prerogative - 
Above all creatures that live: 
Since father Adam create been 

Into the great camp Damaſcene, 
Might no man ſay unto this hour, 
That e'er he found perfect pleaſure, 
Nor never ſhall, till that he ſee 


(God in his divine majeſty 2 


Wherefore. prepare thee for to travel, 

Sith man's life been but battel. 

All men begin for to die, 

The day of their nativity ; 

And journally they do proceed, 

Till Atropos cut off their fatal threed, 

And in the ſhort time that they have 

Between their birth and the grave, 

Thou ſeeſt what mutabilities, 

What miſerable calamities, 

What trouble, travel, and debate, 

deeſt thou in every mortal ſtate. 

Begin at poor low creatures, 

Aſcending then to ſenators, 

To great princes and potentates, 

Thou ſhalt not find in no eſtates, 

Since the beginning general, 

Nor in our time now ſpecial, 

But tedious, reſtleſs buſineſs, 

Withoutten any ſickerneis. ; 
C. Prudent father, ſaid I, alace, 

You tell to me a careful cafe: 
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You ſay, that no man to this hour, 
Hath found on earth perfect pleaſure, 
Withouten infortunate variance 
Since we been thral on ſuch miſchance. 
Why do we ſet our whole intents 
On riches, dignity, and rems, 
Sith in the earth been no man ſare, 
One day without trouble t'endure, 
And worſt of all when we leaſt ween, 
The cruel death we muſt ſuſteen: 
If I your father-ipod durſt demand, 
The cauſe I would fain underitand. 
And eke, father, I you. implore, 
Show me from trouble gone before, 
That hearing others indigence, 
I may the more have patience. 
Fellows in tribulation, 
Been wretches conſolation. | 

E. Said he: After my ſmall cunging; 
To thee I ſhall make anſwering: 
But orderly for to begin, 
This miſery proceeds of ſin: 
But were long to be defined: 
How all men are to fin inclined, . 
When fin abundantly doth reign, 
Juſtly God maketh puniſhing : - 
- Wherefore great God into his hands, 
Io daunt the world with diverſe wands. 
After our evil condition; | 
He wakes on us punition: 
With hunger, dearth, and indigence, 
Sometimes great plagues-and peſtilence ; 
And ſometimes with his bloody wand, 
Thro' civil wars by. ſea and land. = 

Concluding all our miſery © 8 

Proceeds of fin allanerly. \ 

C. Father, faid I, declare to me 
The cauſe of this fragility, _ 
That we be all to ſin inchin'd, 25 
In work, and word, and in our mind: 
I would the verity were ſhown, 
Who hath this ſeed among us ſown 2 
| 5 
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And why we were condemn'd to dead: 

And how that we may get Temeed.” | 

E. Said he, the ſcripture hath concluded 

Men from felicity ate denuded, 

By Adam our progenitor, 5 
Sometime of paradiſe poſſeſſor; 

By whoſe moſt wilful arrogance, F 

Was mankind brought to this miſchance, 

When he was diſobedient, 

In breaking God's commandement 

By ſoliſtation of his wife, "4 

He loſt that keav*nly pleaſant life, 

Eating of the forbidden trees 

There began all our miſer y; 

So Adam was cauſe radical, 

That we are fragile ſinners all. 

Adam brought in this nation, © 

Sin, death, and eke daymation, 

Who will ſay, that he is no ſinner, 

Chriſt ſaith, he is a great liar, 

All mankind ſprang from Adam's loins, 

And took to him fleſh, blood, and bones; 
And fo after his quslity, 1 | 
Are all inclin'd ſinners to be. 

But yet my fon, deſpair thou novght, 

For God, that all-the world hath wrought, 

Hath made a ſovreign remeed, 

To ſave us both from ſin and dead, 

And from eternal damnation ; 

Therefore-take conſolation : | 
For God, as ſcriptures. doth record, * 

Having on man miſericord, £74 

Sent down hig only Son Jefu, 

Which light@WMon a virgin true, 

And clad. his high divinity, © _ 

With our poor vile humanity : 

Then from our ſins, to conclude, _ 

He waſht us with his precious blood, 

Howbeit thro' Adam we muſt die, 

Thro? that Lord we ſhall raiſed be, 

Ard every man he ſhall retieve,' © 

Which in his blao&dath firm believe, © 
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And 8 us all into his ger th bow fo bn 
The which thro' Adam been r 0 
Without that we thro! lack of fait, ®,. 
Of his God head incur the wrath : 1 44 47 
But who in Chriſt firmly believes 


Shall be reliev'd from all miſchiev es. 
C. What faith is it, that you call fiim: 
Sir, make mei under ſtand that term. 
E. Faith without hope and charity, u ro 
Availeth not, m ſon, faid he. Sn 

C. What charity is, that would I know, 

E. Said he, my ſon, that ſhall I ſhow, +, 
Firſt, love they God abave all thing, 1 14 A0 
And they neighbour without feigning. 1 
Do none jnjure nor villany, [ores 1-5 nh 
But as thou wouldſt were done to ee 8 2 
Quick faith without charitable warks 
Can never be, as write beſt clarks .. 
More than the fire, until his mi gt 
Can lack the heat, or ſun lack hight, | 
If charity into thee fails, | 
Thy faith nor hope nothing aveils. 
The devil hath faith, and tre mbles for dread, 
But he lacks hope and love indeec. 
Do all the good that may be wrought, 
Without charity, avail mought;- | + 4 
Wheretore pray to the Trinity, 1 
For to ſupport thy charity. 
Now have I ſhown thee as I can, 
Ho father Adam the firſt man, SEE 
Brought in the world fin and dead, b 
And how Chriſt Jeſus made e 8/12 ; And 


Shall us deliver from torment, 
And bring us to his laſting gloreg | 


Which ſhall endure forevermore,! 1 + 4 

But in this world thou-get'{t tes 7 F 

I make it to thee alt? 4 23h a 4 EIS 7 
Therefore, my ſon, be gene „ec 11 


And learn for to b 3 Jin ho 


0 And into God {et all thy truſt, n 14 211 1 CLE * 149. | 
* yp ſhall packs come fur aste. 1 piegf 
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C. Father I thank-you heartily, ' | 
Of your comfort and company,, = 
and heav'nly conſolation, | | 
Making you ſupplication, 

If I durſt put you to ſuch pine, 

That ye would pleaſe for-to define, 

And make me clearly underſtand, 

How Adam brake the Lord's command: 

And how thro” his trangrefſion, 

Was puniſh'd his ſucceſſion, J. ne | 

E. My ſon, ſaid he, would thou take cure, 

o look upon divine ſcripture, 

Into the book of Geneſis, ; 

hat hiſtory thou ſhalt not miſs: 

ind alſo ſundry cunning clarks - = 7 

Have done rehearſe into their warks, + \ 9 
Df Adam's fall ornately, | 

\ thoufand times better than I 

an write of that unhappy man: 8 
But I ſhall do the beſt I can, " * 
Shortly to ſhow that careful caſe, | 

ith the. ſupport of God's grace. 
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n Exclamation to the reader, touching the writing 
in vulgar and maternal language. | | 


ENTLE reader, have me at no deſpite, 
Thinking that 1, preſumptuouſly pretend 
n vulgar tongue ſo high matter to write. 
dut where mils, I pray thee to amend, 
To the unlearn'd I Would the caſe were kend, 
Of our moſt miſerable travel and torment, 
ud how on earth no place is permanent, 
Howbeit the: divers devout cunning clarks, 
n Latin tongue bave written {ſundry books, 
Dur unlearned knows little of their warks, 
ore than they do the raving of the rooks ; 
Wherefore to calliats, carriers, and to cooks, 
To jack and Tom my rhyme ſhall be directed, 
ith cunning men howbeit that it be lack. 
Tho? every common man be not a clark, 
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2 or hath no leed, except r maternal, 16.478 
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Why ſhould of God the marvellous heav'nly wark 
Be hid from them? I think it not fraternal, 
The father of heav'n which was, and is eternal, 
To Moſes gave the law on mount Sinai, 
Not into Greek nor Latin, as they fay. 

He wrote the law on tables hard of ſtone, , 
In their own vulgar language of Hebrew, 
That the children of Iſrael every one 
Might know the law, and to the ſame pur ſue 
Had he done write in Latin or in Grew, 
It had to them been a ſavourleſs gueſt: — 
You- may well know God wrought all for the beſt, 

Ariſtotle nor Plato, I heard ſane, 5 — 
Wrote not their philoſophy natural, 

In Durch nor Dence, nor tongue Italian, 

But in their moſt proper tongue maternal, 

Whoſe fame and name doth reign perpetual; 
Famous Virgil, that prince of poetry, "0 
Nor Cicero, that flow'r of oratry, 

Wrote nor in Chaldy language, nor in Grew, * 
Nor yet in language Saracen, 
Nor yet in the nat'ral language of Hebrew, 
But in the Roman tongue, as may be ſeen, 
Which was their proper language, as I ween. 
When Romans reign'd domiaators indeed, 
The ornate Latin was their proper leed, 

In the mean time when that theſe bold Romans 

Over all the world had the dominion, | 
Made Latin ſchools their glore for to advance, 
That their langnage might be over all common, 
To that intent, by mine opinion, | 
Truſting that cheir empire ſhould ay endure : 

Bur of fortune always they were not {ure. 

Of languages the firſt diverſity, * 
Was made by God's malediction, 28 
When Babyfon was builded in Chaldy: 
Thoſe builders got none other afflict ion, 
Before the time of that punition, 4 = 

Was but one tongue, which Adam ſpake himfelf, 
Where now of tongues there be threeſcore and twelve. I 
, Notwithflanding, I think it great pleaſure, 
 Where;cunning men have languages enew 4 80 
* fa * | * 5 71 F That 
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hat ih their youth by diligent labour, 

Have learned Latin, Greek and Hebrew: 
hat I am not of that ſort ſore I rue; 

herefore I would all books neceſſar 

For our faith were into our tongues vulgar. 
Chriſt after his-glorious aſcenſion. 

o his diſciples ſent his holy ſpirit 

In cloven tongues of fire, to that intention, 
nat being of all languages repleat 

hro' all the world, with words fair and ſweet, 
o every man the faith they would forth ſhaw, 
In their own Jeed delivering them their law. 

Therefore I think a great deriſion, 

o hear the nuns and ſiſters night and day, 
Singing and ſaying pſalms and oriſons 
Not underſtanding what they ſiug or ſay: 
Bat like a ſtirling, or a papingay, 

Vhich learned are to ſpeak by long uſage, 
hem I compare to birds in a cage. 

Right ſo children and ladies of honours 
Pray in Lalin, to them au uncouth leed : 3 
Mumbling their matins, even- ſongs, and their hours, 

heir Pater -noſter, Ave, and their Creed. 
It were as pleaſant to their ſp'rit indeed, 

od have mercy. on me, for to ſay thus, 

\s for to ſav, uiſere me deus, | 

Saint jerome in his proper tongue Roman. 
he Jaw of God truly he did tranſlate 

Dut of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin in plain, 
Viich hath been hid from us long time, God wit, 
Untill this time, But after my. conceit, 

Had faint Jerome been born into Argyle, 

In !riſh tongue his books had done compile. 
Prudeut Saint Paul doth-make narration. 

WW! ouching the divers leeds of every land, 

daying, there have been more edification 
In five words that folk do underſtand, WE... 
han to pronounce of words ten-thouſand 
In ſtrange language, and knows not what it means, 


* 


Ive. think ſuch pratlings is not worth two preers, 
| Unlearned people on the holy day 
Solemnedly they hear the Evangel ſung, 
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Not knowing what the prieſt doth ſing or ſay, 
But as a bell when that they hear it rung ; 
Yet would the prieſts in their mother tongue, 
| Paſs to the pulpit, and that doctrine declare 
To laick people, it were more neceſſar. 
I would that prelates and doctors of the law 
With laick people were not diſcontent, 
\ Tho? we into our vulgar tongue did knaw 
Of Chriſt Jeſus the law and teſtament, | 
ſp And how that we ſhould keep commandement : 
| 4 But in our language let us pray and read 
': Our Pater-noſter, Ave, and our Creed. 
1 I would ſome prince of great diſcretion, 
it! In vulgar language plainly caus'd tranſlate, 
The needful laws of this region, 
Then would there not be half ſo great debate, 
Amongſt us people of the low eſtate. 
If every man the verity did knaw, 
We needed not to treat theſe men of law, | 
To do our neighbour wrong we would beware, 
If we did fear the law's puniſhment : 
There would not be ſuch brawling at the bar; 
Nor men of law climb to ſuch royal rent. 
To keep the law if all men were cor.tent, 
And each man do as he would be done to, 
The judges would get little thing a-do. 
The prophet David king of Itracl, 
Compil'd the pleaſant pſalins of the pſalter, 
In his own proper tongue, as I heard tell; 
And Solomon which was his fon and heir, \ 
Did make his book into,his tongue vulgar, 
Why ſhould not their ſayings be to us ſhown 
In our language? I would the cauſe were known, 
Let doctors. write their curious queſtions, 
And arguments ſown full of ſophiſtry ; | 
Their logic, and their high opinions, 
Thei* dark judgments of aſtronomy, 
Their medicine, and their philoſophy. 
Let poets ſhow their glorious engine, 
As e'er they pleaſe, in Greek or in Latin, 
But let us have the books neceſlar 
To common-wealth, and our ſalvation. = 
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Juſtly trapſlated in our tongue vulgar z 
And eke I make you ſupplication, 
0 gentle reader, dave none indignation, 
Thinking to meddle with ſo high matter, 
Now to my purpole forward will I fare, 


o 


The Creation of Adam and Eve. 


Hen God had made the heav'ns bright, 
The ſun and moon for to give light; 
The ſtarry heav'ns and chryſtalline, - 
And by his ſapience divine, 
The planets in their circles round, 
Whirling about with merry ſound : 
Of whom phebus was principal, 
Juſt in his line eclipticalg 
And gave by divine ſapience, | ti 
To every ſtar their influence, | | El! 
With motion continual, 
Which doth endure perpetual : f 
Aud fartheſt from the heaven's empire, 4 
The earth, the water, air, and fire. 4 
He clad the earth with herbs and trees, 2 
Ill kind of fiſhes in the ſeas: [ 
ul kind of beaſts he did prepare, 
ith towls flying in the air. 
hus by his word all things were wrouglit 
Without a material, made of nought : 
So by his wiſdom infinite, | ! 
Al was made pleaſant and perfite, 2 
Vhemheav'n and earth, and their contents 
ere ended with their ornaments ; 
hen laſt of all the Lord began, 
a Of moſt vile earth to make the man: 
Not of the lilly, nor of the roſe, 
Nor cyper tree, as I ſuppoſe; 
Neither of gold nor precious ftones, 
Of earth he made fleſh, blood and bones: 
o that intent, God made him thus, 
hat man ſhould not be glorious ; - 
Nor in himlelf ſhould nothing ſee, © 
ut matter of humility. ; 
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When man was made, as I have tels, 
God in his face did him behold, 
Breathing in him a lively ſp'rit. 
When all theſe works were compleat, 
He made man to his ſimilitude, 
Precelling into pulchritude ; 
Doted with gifts of nature, 
Above all earthly creature: 
Then pleaſantly did him convoy 
To a region compleat with joy, 
Of all pleaſure which bare the price, 
And called earthly paradiſe ; | 
And brought by divine providence, 
All beaſts and birds to his preſence. 
Adam did craftily impone | 
A ſpecial name to ev'ry one, 
And to all things material 
A name he gave in ſpecial: 
How he them nam'd, that been kend, 
And ſhall be to the world's Endl. 
Into that garden of pleaſance 
Two trees grew mgſt to advance, 
Above all other which bare the price, 
In midſt of that paradiſe ; 
The one was call'd, the tree of life, 
The other tree began our ſtrife ;- 
The tree to know both good and evil, 
Which by perſuaſion of the devil, 
Began our miſery and woe: 
But let us to our purpoſe go. 
How God gave Adam {trait command; | 
That tree not to touch with his hand; 
All other fruits of paradiſe 
He bade him eat at his device, 
Siyirg, If thou eat of this tree, 
With double death then ſhalrthou die: 
Therefore I thee command beware 
That from ths tree thou ſtand afar. 
Let father Adam was alone, 
Withour company of any one. 
Then thought the Lord it neceſſar 
To create to him an helper, 
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50d put in Adam ſuch ſopour, | 
hat for to ſleep he took pleaſure, : 
nd laid him down upon the ground, 
hen when Adam was fleeping ſound, 
le took a rib forth of his file, - 

Then filled it with fleſh and hide; 

hen made a woman of that bone, 
airer of form was never. none: : 

Chen to Adam incontinent, 

That fair lady he did prelent, 

Vhich ſhortly ſaid, for to conclude, 

hou art my fleſh, my bone, aud bloud, 
nd Virago he call'd her name, 

Vhich is interpret, Made of man, 

Vhich Eva afterward was nam'd, 

Vhen for her fault ſhe was defam'd. 
nen did the Lord them ſané tiſy, 
ing, Increaſe and multiply; 

this men ſhuult leave all their kin, 

nd with their wives make dw elling, 

nd for their ſake, leave father and mother, 
nd love them beſt above all other ; 

or God hath ordained them truly, 

o be two ſouls in one body. 

ly wit is weak for to indite, 

heir heav*nly pleaſure infinite. 

here was never earthly creature, 

ce that time hath perfect pleature. 

hey had puiſſance imperial, 

dove all things material, 

8 cunning clerks do conclude. 

dam precell'd in pulchritude, - 

ft natural, and the faireſt man 

hat E'er was ſince the world began, 

kcept Chriſt Jeſus, - God's own Son, 

whom was no compariſon ; 

q Eve the faireſt creature 2 
hat ever was for med by nature. 

wo they were naked as they were made, 
name of other had. | ihe 
hat pie aſure might a man have more, 
un ha ve -his lady him before, 
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-So luſty, pleaſant and rerfite, | 


Ready to ſerve his appetite ? 

They had none other care, I wiſs, 
But palt their time in joy and bliſs, 
Wild beaſts did them ta repair, 

So did the fowls of the air, 

With noiſe moit angelical, 

Making to them mirth muſical. 

The fithes ſwiming in the ſtrands, 
Were wholly all at their commands, 
All creatures with one accord, 
Obey*d him as their ſovereign lord. 
They ſuffered neither heat nor cold, 
With-every pleaſure that they. would: 
And to death they were not thral], 
And fo ſhould we have been all: 
For he and his ſucceffurs 

Should have poſſefled theſe pleaſures, 
Then from that joy material, 

Gone to the glore imperial. 

They had, if I can well deſcrive, 
Great joy in all their ſenſes five. 

In hearing, ſeeing, taſting, ſmelling, 
Induring that delightſome dwelling : 
Hearing birds harmonies : | | 
Taſting the fruits of divers trees ; 


Smelling the dulce balmy odours, | 
Which did proceed from fragrant flow*rs-;. 


Seeing ſo many heav'nly hews 


_ Of blooms breaking on the bews ; 
Of touching eke they had delight, 
Of others bodies ſoft and white : 


Doubtleſs enduring that pleaſure, 
They lov'd each other paramour : 
No marvel tho” that ſo ſhould be, 
Copſidering this their great beauty. 
And God gave the command expreſs 
To multiply, and to increaſe, | 
That their. ſeed and ſucceſſion, 


Might pleniſh every nation. 
I liſt not tal 


. to declare; 


All properties bat place perelare; 


ow herbs and trees grew ever green, 
and of the temp'rate air ſerene ; 

ow fruits indeficient, 

Vere alike ripe and redolent : 

tor of the fountains nor of the floods, 
or of the flow'rs pulchritudes : 
"hat matter clerks do declare, 
Vherefore of them I ſpeak no mair, 
he ſcripture makes no mention 
ow long they reign 'd in that region, 
1 I believe the time was ſhort, 
s divers doctors do report, 


Ather, how happ*ned that miſchance, 
Said I, ſhew me that circumitance, 
eclare to mie that careful caſe, 
ow Adam loſt that pleaſant place, 
om him and his ſucceſſion 
ow did proceed tranſgrefſion ? 
E. Said he: After my rude engiae, 
ſhall rehearſe thee that ruin, 
'hen God the creator of all, 
Ito the heav'n imperial, 
id create all the angels bright, 
e made an angel moit of might, 
o whom he gave pre-eminence, 
bove them all in ſapience, 
cauſe all others he did prefer, 
amed he was bright Lucifer. 
e was ſo pleaſant and fo fair, 
e thought himſelf without compair, 5 
d grew ſo gay and glorious, 
pan to be pi eſumptubous: 
"thought that he would ſet his ſcat 
to the North, and make debate 


ntrare the Majeſty divine, 

Inch was the cauſe of his ruin, 

r he incurred God's ire, 

d baniſh*d from the heavn's empire 


The miſeratle Tranſgreſfon of ADAM. - 
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With angels many a legion, 
Which were of his opinion. 


Innumberable with him there fell, 
Some lighted in the loweſt hell: 
Some in the ſea did make repair; 
Some in the earth, ſome in air, 
That moſt unhappy company, 

At father Adam had envy, / 


Preceiving Adam and his ſeed, 


Into their places to ſucceed. 


The ſerpent was the ſubtileſt 


Above all beaſts, and craftieſt : 


Then fatan with a falſe intent, 


Did enter into the ſerpent, 
Imagining ſnme crafty wile, 

How he might Adam beſt beguile, 
And cauſe lim break commandement : 
But to the woman firſt he went, 
Truſting the better to prevail, 

Full ſubtilly did her affail: _ 

With facund words falte and fair, 

He grew with her familiar, 


That he his purpoſe might advance, 


Believing in her inconſtance. | 
What been the caule, madam, ſaid he, 
That you forbear yon plcaſant tree, 
Which been peerleſs and precions, 
Whole fruit been moſt delicious! 

I will, ſaid ſhe, thereto accord, 

We are forbidden of the Lord, 

The which hath giv'n us liberty 

To eat of ev*ry fruit and tree, 
Which grows into this paradiſe ; 
Break we commaud, we are not wiſe, 


He gave to us a ſtrait command, 


That tree not to touch with our hand: 
Eat we of it, without remead, 

She ſaid, doubtleſs we ſhall be dead, 
Believe not that, ſaid the ſerpent, 
Fat you of it, incontinent 88 
Repleat you ſhall be with ſcience, 
And have perfect intelligence, 
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Like God himſelf, of evil and good. 
hen haſtily, for to corclude, 

earing of this prerogative, 

Bhe pulled down the fruit believe, 

I'tro* counſel of this falſe ſerpent : 

and ate of this incontinent. 

nd put her huſband ina believe, 

That pleaſant fruit if he would prive, 
hat he would be as ſapient | 

s the great God Omnipotent, 

hink you not that a pleaſant thing. 

hat we like God ſhonld ever reign : 

Je hearing this narration, 

ad by her ſoliſtation, 

loved by prideful ambition, Teck. | 

e ate on that condition, ; 

he principal points of this offence 

as pride and inobedience: 

eſu ing for to be equal 

o God the Creator of all. 

las! Adam, why didit thou fo? _ 4 

hy cauſed thou this mortal woe ? . 1 

adſt thou been conſtant, firm and ſtable | 
y glore had been incomparable. 

here was thy conſideration, 

ho hadſt the domination 

er every living creature, 

at God hath formed by nature, 

ule them at thine own devile ? 

alt thou no prince of paradite ? 

is never man lince thoupan live, 

at God gave ſuch prerogative. 
gave thee ſtrength above Samſon, 
{apience more than Solomon. 

ng Abſalom in his gime moſt fair, 

thy beauty was no compare, 

ſtotle thou didſt precel; 
philoſophy natural. 

gil into his poetry, 

Cicero in his oratory, 

re never half ſo eloquent. 
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Where was thy wit, that wouldſt not flee 
Far from the prelence of that tree, WE 
Gave not thy maſter thee free will, 
To take the good and leave the ill? 
How might thy fore fault be excus'd, 
That God's commandement refus'd, 
Through thy wife's perluaſion, 
Which hath been the occaſion ? 
Since that time many noble men, 
By the evil counſel of women, 
Have altogether deſtroyed been, 
As in the hiſtory may be ſeen, 
Which now we need not to declare: 
But to vur purpole let us fare. _ 1 
When they had eaten of the fruit, 
Of joy then they were deſtitute ; 
Then 'gan they both for to think ſhame, 
And to be naked through defame, . 
And made them breeks of leaves green, 
That their ſecrets ſhould not be ſeen. 
Bur in the ſtate of innocence, 
They had no ſuch experience: 
But when to lin they were ſubjected, S 
To ſhame and ſin they were coacted, \ 
And in a buſh they did them cloſe, 
Aſhamed of the Lord his voice 
Which called Adam by his name. 
Said he: My Lord, I think great ſhame 
Naked to come in thy preſence, 
Thou hadſt no ſuch experience, 
Said God, when thou waſt innocent, 
Why brake thou my commandement ? 
Alas! (ſaid Adam to the Lord) 
The verity I ſhall-record: _ 
This woman that thou gave to qe, 
Caus'd me eat of yon pleaſant tree, 
Right ſo the woman her excus'd, 
And ſaid, the ſerpent me abus'd. 
Then to the ſerpent God laid thus: 
O thou deceiver venemous; 
1 Becauſe the Woman thou beguil'd, | 
1 From henceforth ſhall thou be exil' d. 
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urſed and waried ſhall thou be exil'd, 
> ſhall thy ſeed be aſter thee, | 

old earth ſhall be thy food alſo, 

nd creeping on thy breaſt ſhalt go: 
nd I hall put enmity. 

etween the woman ever and thee; 
etween thy ſeed and woman leed, 
all be continual mortal ſeed : : 
owbeit thon haſt wrought their miſchief, 

ſhall not be as thou believes ; 

ch ſeed ſhall be in woman ſown, 

hat thy power ſhall be down thrown, . 

reading thine head that thou may'ſt feel, 

nd thou ſhall tread him on the heel, 

his was promiſe and meaning, 

hat the immaculate virgin 

ould bear rhe Prince Omnipotent, 

hichr ſhould tread down the falſe ſerpent, 

tan and all his company, | 

d them confound all utterly. 

C. Said I: If Satan prince of hell, 

ake in the ſerpent, as ye tell, 

d beaſts can no way {in at all, 

hy was the ſerpent made ſo thrall ? 

tear men ſay, before that hour, 

e ſerpent had a fair figure, 

d went up ſtraight upon his feet, 

d had his members all compleat, 

other beaſts upon the bent. 

Said he: For he was inſtrument 

Satan in his miſery, - 

i'd he was, as you may ſee. 

by experience thou may'ſt knaw, 

preſs into the common law: 

an convict of buggery, | 

e beaſt is burnt as well as he, 5 
wheit the beaſt is innocent; 
| {o befel of this ſerpent. 

vas the fiend full of deſpite, 


Adam's fall which had the wite, EN 
ne hath of many mo: 


0 to our pur poſe let us go. 
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Then to the woman, for her offence, 
God did pronounce this ſore ſentence : - 

All pleaſure that you had'ſt beforrow . 
Shall changed be in laſting ſorrow. 
Where thou ſhould be with mirth and joy, 
Have born thy birth without annoy ; 

Now all thy children thou ſhalt bear 
With dolor and continual care. | 
And thou ſhalt be, for ought thou can, 


Ever ſubje& unto the man. 
By this ſentence God did conclude, 


When by experience you may ſee 
How queens of moſt high degree, 
Are under moſt ſubjection, | 
*And ſuffer moſt correction ; 
For they like birds into a cage, 
Are keeped ay under thirlage 
So all women in their degree, 
Should to their men ſubjected be: 
Howbeit ſome will ſtrive for ſtate, 
And for the maſtery make debate, 
Which if they Jack, both even and morrow, 
Their men ſhall ſuffer meikle forrow : 
Of Eve they take that quality, 
To de ſire ſovereignity, 
And then to Adam ſaid the Lord: 
Becauſe that thou halt done accord 
Thy will, and heark'ned to thy wife, 
Tow ſhalt thou loſe this pleaſant life; 
Thou waſt to her obedient, | 
But thou brake thy commandement: 
Curs'd and barren the earth {hall be, 
Where'er thou goeſt till that thou die: 
Bur thiſtle, nettle, brier, and thorn, 
Without labour ſhall bear no corn: 
For food thou get'ſt none other biel, 
But eat the herbs upon the' field ; 
Sore labau ing till thy brows {weat : 
From henceforth ſhalt thou wiz thy meat, 
1 made thee of the earth certain, 
And thou to earth {hall turn again. 
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Then made he them abullement, 
Of ſkins and ragged raiment, 
Them to preſerve from heat and cold : 
Then grew their dolor manifold. 
Now Adam, ye are like to us, 
With-your gay garment. glorious. 
To them theſe words ſaid the Lord. 
Then cry'd they boch; Miſericord, 
When from that earth with hearts fore 
Baniſh'd they were for evermore, 
Into this wretched vale of forrow, 
With daily labour even and morrou', 
After whole dolorous departing. 
The Lord gave Paradile in keeping, 
Unto the angel Cherubin, . 
That none ſhould have entry therein: 
At the wlich, entry he did ſtand, 
With flaming fiery [word in hand, 
To keep thut Adam and lis wife 
Should nor taſte of the tree of life: 
For if they of the tree had preev'd, 
Perpetually they migbt have liv'd.“ 
So Adam and his ſucce ſſign, 
Of Paradiſe loſt poſſeſſion; 
Ard by his fin original, 
Were men of miſery made thra!}, : 
My fon, now may'it 1}--+1 clearly fee, 
This. world began with railery : 
With milery it doth proceed, 
Whoſe end ſhall dolor be and dread. - 
C. Father {aid I, what kind cf life, 
Led Adam with his luity wife, 
After his bailful banifhing 1 
E. Said he continual lamenting. 
Mine heart hati yet compaſſion, 
How they went wand'ring up and down, 
Weeping with many loud alas, 
That they had loſt that pleaſant place, 
In wilderneſs to be exil'd 


, 
Where they nought but beaſts wild, 


Menacing them for to devour, WE. 
Th Which all cbedient were before. 
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C. Father, faid I, in what country 
Did Adam live after that he 
Was baniſhed from that delight ? 
ZE. The clerks, ſaid he, have put in write, 
How Adam dwelt with meikle bail, | 
In Mamre, it that luſty vale, 
Which After was the Jewiſh land, 
Where yet his ſepalchre doth ſtand, 
] liſt not tarry to diſcrive 
The woe of Adam and his wife. 
Nor how that they had ſons two, 
Cain and Abel, and no mo: 
Nor how curſt Cain for envy, 
Did ſlay his brother cruelly : | 
Nor of their mourning, nor of their moan, 
When they ſonleſs were left alone. 
Abel lay flain upon the ground : 
Curſt Cain eſteem'd a vagabond : 
Nor how God of his ſpecial grace, 
Sent them the third ſon fair of face, 
Moſt like Adam of fleſh and blood, 
Seth was his name, gracious and good, 
And how blind Lamech rackleſly 
Did flay Cain ualapuily. 
Adam as clerks do deſcrive 
Begat with Eve his woeful wiſe, 
Of men-children, thirty and , 
And ot daughters alike allo: 
By this thou may'ſt underſtand, 
That Adam ſaw many a thcufand, 
That of his body did deſcend 
Ere he out of the world did wend, 
Adam lived in earth but wear, 
Compleat nine hundred ahd thirty year: 
And all his days were but forrow, 
, Remembeting both even and morrow, 
Of paradiſe the proſperity, 
And then of his great mitery ; i 
His heart might never be rejoic'd, 
Rememb'ring how the heav'ns were clos'd 
From him and his ſucceſſion, 
And that by his tranſgreilion. 
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After his death, as I heard tell, 
His {ou} Ceſcended to the hell, 

nd there remained priſoner 

In that dungeon three thouſand year 
and more; ſo did both evil and good, 
ill Chriſt for them had ſhed his blood, - 
ben by that moſt precious ranſum, | 

hey were delivered out of priſou. 

have declared now as I can, 

The miſery of the firſt man. 


How God deſtroyed all living Creatures in earth for 
ſin, and drowned them by a terrible flood, in the 
time of Noah. a 


2 RUDENT Father, Experience, 
| Declare to me ere you go hence, 
Vhat was the caule God did dettroy = 
All creatures in the time of Noah? - 
E. Said he, I tremble for to tell | 
hat infortune how-it betel : - i 
he cauſe been ſo abominable, 
ind the matter ſo miſerable, 
But for to ſhew the circumſtance - 
lanifeſtly of that miſchance : 
irſt, J muſt make thee underſtand, ' 1 
ow- Adam gave expreſs command 
o thole who were of Seth's blood, 
Becauſe they were gracious and good, + *3-- FM 
dhculd not contract with Cain's kin, 
Vhich were inclined all to ſin, 
Fo obſerve that commandement, 
ain paſt to the .onent, 
th his wife called Galmana, 
Vhich was his own filter al{wa : 
Vhere his offspring did long remain, 
ard by the mountain of Tarbane, / 
ind Seth did long time lead his life 
Vith Delvora his prudent wife, = 
Vhich was his liſter good and fair, 


a Damaicen made their repair. 
C-3 | | In 


aſter i This was an erroneous opinion holden er that time. 
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In that country of Seth's clan, | 
Deſcended many a holy man, g 
So long as Adam was livand, 

The people did obſerve command: 
When he was dead and laid in ground, 
The people greatly did abound; 

And Cain ſlain, as I have ſhown, - 

And Setli's days all over-blown, 

The fons then of Seth's blood, 

Seeing the pleaſing pulchritude 

Of the ladies of Cain's kin, 

Howbeit they knew well it was ſin, 
Oppreſs'd with ſenſual laſts rage, 

Did take them into marriage: 

And ſo corrupted was that blood; | 
The good with evil, and evil with good, 
Then as the people did enereaſe, 

They did abound in wickedneſs, 

As holy ſcripture doth rchearſe, 
Which I abber-tg put in verſe, 

Or tel, with tongue, I am not able. 

I The {goth been fo abominable, 

How men and women ſhamefully 

Abus'd themſelves unnaturally : 

Whoſe foul abomination, 

And filthy fornication, 

I think great ſhame to put in write, 
Even as Paul Orole doth indite. 

And if I would at length declare, 


It were enough to fyle the air; | 0 
Great clerks of antiquities, | Il 
Have written many trve ſtories, id 
Which are worthy to be commended, - he 
Howbeir they be nor comprehended, 0 
At length in the divine ſcripture; | an 
But I ſhall do my buſy cure, ; ur 
To take the bett, as 1 ſuppoſe, | an 
That moſt perteias to my purpoſe : | re 


And with ſupport of Chriſt our king, 
I purpoſe to confirm nothing 
Of the old hiſtoriance, 
Contrarious to his excellence ; 


of the Monarcur. 
How beit that mens traditions 


Be contrary to Chriſt's inſtitutions, 
Of them though ſomething, 1 declare, 
Now let us proceed furthermair: 
And with a language lamentable, 
eclare. this mutter miſerable. | 
C. Father, the cauſes would I knaw, 
Vhy they of nature brake the law ? 
E. I truſt, ſaid be, that wick: dnc!s 
Ent'red through ſlothſul idjenefs, 
The devil with all the craft be can, 
Vhen he perceives an idle man, 
Ir Woman, given to idleneſe, 
He getteth eaſily entreſs: 
nd fo by this occafion, 
and the fiend's perſuaſion, 
he whole world univerſaily, 
orrupted was all utterly, RY 


C. What wes the cauſe they idle were, 
That cauſe, ſaid I, to me declare ? 
E. Said he, by mine imagination, 
or lack of virtuous cccupation : 
or of crafts they had {mall uſage, 
df merchandiſe, or labonrage : 
he earth was then ſo plenteous 
ff fruit and ſpice delicicus : 
he herbs were ſo comfortable, 
clightſome and medicinal ; 
e fountains freſh and redolent, 
o labouring they took little tent. 
| manner of beaſt for their pleaſure, 
id multiply without labour. 
he time between Adam and Noah, . 
0 ſee-the carih it was great joy, 
ted with precious trees of price: | 
ur famous floods of paradiſe, : 
an through the earth in ſundry parts, 
reading their branches in all arts, 
be water was ſo ſtrong and fine, 
hey would not labour to find wine. 
lie fruit and herbs were ſo good, 
hey made no care for other food: 


Be 
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And ſo the peo; le took uo cure, 
. Bur paſt the time at their | Ealure. 
Ay hading new Wyentions, 
10 full] cheir igtentions: 
Ard ſo the Lord Omnipuent, 
Thar'he made man did him rep<ont ? 
And ſhew unto: his ſerv'nt Noah, 
That he would all the world ccitroy, 
Except hin{c lf and his nienzie 3 
Alas ! ſaid Noab, when fhail that be? 
Then ſaid the Lord: Sith that thau ſpears, 
I (hall prolong ſix-ſcore of years, 
Tarrying apon their repentance, 
Ere | fulfil my juſt ſentence: 
In the mean-time, fail hau to wat x 
Incontinent, and build an ark: 
W kich Noah began oedieiuly, 
And Mrouglit on it continu ally, 
And to the people daily preached, 
To cry for grace he to them teache d: 
And to them plainly did declare, 
That God his rod would no way ſpare, 
But on them he would work vergearce. 
To Noah yet gave they no credence 3 
And fo they were incounlelable, 
Uſing their luſt abominable : 
And took his preaching in deſpite, 
Ay following their foul delight, 
More and more to that doleful day, 
Which all the world put in affray. 

C. Father, you make me underſtand, 
When Adam brake the Lord's command, 
To augment his affliction, | 
God gave his malediction - 

Unto the earth, which was ſo fair, 
That it ſhould barren be and bare, 

-And without labour, bear no corn, 

Nor fruit, but thiſtle, brier, and thorn ; 
Now ſay you in the time of Noah, 

To ſee the carth it was great joy, 
Planted with fruits goud and fair, 

TT he ſooth of this to me declare. 
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| by + 
Thele ſayings too make me conſider, 
low you make them agree together ? 

Z. God made his promiſe ſickerly, - 
lowbeit it came not inſtantly, 
nid he, as clerks do conclude ; 
at after” when the furious flood 
deſtroy'd the earth all utterly, 
hen came that promiſe ſickerly, 
ven as God did give command, 4 
dam ſhould not touch with his hand, 3 
or eat of the forbidden tree; 
he did ſo, that he ſhould die, — ; 
owbeit he died not but wear, 
ſter that day nine hundredth year. 
ight ſo the prophet Eſaias, 
eaking of Chriſt the great Meſſias, 
ying, the child 4s to be born, 

ſave mankind that is furlorn ; 
he had been born inſtantly, 

t was he not born verily, 
fer that ſaying many a year, 

in the ſcripture thou may*ſt hear. 
thouſand year, who reckons Tight, 

.. 2 - EI a 3, 4 
35 an hour 1nt0 TH 3 ügbt. 
amples many I might tell, 
cre it nut tedious for to dwell, 

o our purpole let us proceed, 
wing the height, the length, and breed, 
d quantity of Noah's ark, 
ich was a right excellent wark, 
Pine-tree, bound well about, 

d over with pitch within and out, 
ned full cloſs with nails flrong, 

| was three hundred cubits long, 
io breed, thirty in height; 

er chambers joined well and wight, 
every loft above another, 

haut an anker, oar or ruthe, 

ight cubit, as I heard tell, 

eaſure now might be an ell, 
he mid fide a door there was 
beaſts a full eaſy entreſs. 
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This ark which was both long and large, 
Made in the bottom like a barge, 
4 Covered with boards well above, 
Moſt like a houſe, ſet on a roof, 
Whoſe rigging was a cubit broad, 
Wherein there was a window made: 
Some ſays well clos'd with chryſtal clear, 
Where through the day-light\ might appear ; 
This wark the more was to be prais'd, 
Becauſe by God it was devis'd. . 
The making of this ark but wear, 
Indured weil an hundred year, 
When Noah had ended this wark, 
God did him cloſe within the ark, 
W ith his wife and ſons three, 
With their wives and no more menzie, 
Of all fowls of the air, g 
Of every kind entered a pair: 
Right ſo two beaſts of every kind, 
For why? it was the Lord's mind, 
That generation ſhould not fall : 
Wherefore of femalc and of male, 
Of every kind were keeped two. 
But to rehearſe mine cart is wog, 
'The dolent lamentation, 
Thar time of every nation, 
Saying, Alas! a thouſand ze, 
When wind and rain began to riſe.. 
The rocks which ricd. began to rive, 
The ugly clouds did over-drive, 
And dark' ned too the heav'us bright, 
The fun and moon might ſhew no light: 
The terrible trembling of earthquake 
Made buildings bow, and cities ſtake; 
The thunder rent rhe clouds ſtable, 
With fearful noile inevitable. 
The fire flaughts flew o'er through the fek, 
Then was there nonght but ſhouts and yels, 
When they percei,*d without remezd, 
All creatures four to ſuffer dead; 
O All fountzins from the earth up-fprang. 
Aud from the heaven tte rain down dang: 
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orty days and forty nights: 

hen ran the people to the heights: 

me climb on hills, ſome climb on trees, 
ome to the higheſt mountains flees, 

ith more terror than [I can tell ; 
ut all for nought, the floods down fell, - 
nd wind did rout with ſuch a reard, 

hat every wight wearied his weard, 

rying, alas! that they were born, 

ito the flood to be forlorn. 

ſen might not make moan to their wives, 

or yet ſupport the childrens hves. 

he floods roſe up with ſuch great might 

hat they o*'ercover'd all the height; 

hey might no more their lives length, 

ut {\wim'd as long as they had ſtrength, 

ad fo with cries lamentable, 

nded their lives miſerable. 

bove mountains that were moſt high, 

itty cubirs did riſe the ſea, 

len may inagiae in their mind, 

creatures in their kind: 

th beaits and fowls of the air, 

| their manner made meikle care: 

he fiſhes thought themſelves beguiPd, 

hen they {wim*d'through the woods wild. 

he whales tumbling among the trecs, 

ld beaſts ſwiming in the ſeas: 
Irds with many a piteovs pew, 
traidly in the air they flew, 
long as they had ſtrength to flee, | 
hen {watter'd down into the ſea. 5 
thing on earth was left in lite, 
eatts nor fowle, man nor wife: 
wr wholly God did them deſtroy, "NS 
cept them in the ark with Noah: 
he which lay fleeting in the flood, 
alt 'ring among ihe it; eams wood, 
uh many terrible aff. ays, 
emain'd an hundred and fifty days 

great langour and heavineſs, 
re wind or raig began to ceaſe, * 
| | Sometimes 
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Sometimes effectuouſly praying, 
Sometimes the beaſts vilying : 
For by the Lord's commandement, 

Hie made proviſion ſufficient. : 
Eor Noah dwels in the ark, no doubt, 

A year compleat ere he came out, 
How at more length in holy Write, 

This doleful ſtory been indite, 

And how that Noah "gan to rejoice, 

When conduits of the heav*ns did cloſe, 

So that the rain no more deſcended, 

Nor yet the flood no more aſcended, 
When he perceiv'd the heav'ns clear, 

He ſent a raven forth meſſenger, 

Into the air for to eſpy, 

If he ſaw any mountains dry: 

Some ſays the raven did forth remain, 
And came not to the ark again, 2. 
Forth flew the dove at Noah's command ; 

And when ſhe did perceive dry land, 

Off an olive ſhe brake a branch, 

That Noah might know the flood did ſtanch : 
And there no more ſhe did ſojourn, 
But with the branch ſhe did return, 
That Noah might clearly underſtand, 
That fellon flood was decreaſand. 
And ſo it did, till at the lait, 

The ark upon the ground ſtack faſt, 
On the top of a mountain hie, 

Into the land ot Armenie, _ 

And when Noah had done eſpy | 
How thar the earth began to dry, : 
Then threw he down the doors all, 

And looſed them the-which were thrall, 

The fowls flew forth into the air, 

And all the beaſts by pair ard pair. 

Paſt fotth to ſeek their paſturages, 
There were none but eight perſonages, 
Noah, his three ſons, and their wives, 
On earth that was left with their lives, 
Whom God did bleſs and ſanctify, 
Saying, Increaſe and multiply. 


2 
[ 
b 
h 
] 
< 
h 
a 
h 
e 


' 


S 


* — * 


— nx —— 


w#- 


of the Monarcur. 


od wot if Noah was blyth and glad, 8 
When of that priſon he was freed. 

When Noah had made his ſacriſice, 
Thanking God of his benefice, 
He ſtanding on mount Armenie, 
Where he the country might eſpy : 
Ye may believe his heart was ſore, 
seeing the earth which was before 

he flood, fo pleaſant and perfite, 
hich to behold was great delite, 

at now was barren made and bare, 
before which fructuous was and fair: 
he pleaſant trees bearing fruits, 
ere Vans pull'd up by the roots; 
he wholſome herbs, and fragrant flow'rs, 
hat loſt both virtue and colours. 
e fields green and flowriſh'd meads, 
ere ſpoiled of their pleaſant weeds. 
he earth which firſt was ſo fair formed, 
as by the furĩous floods deformed. 


ſere ſteepy coves and high mountains : 
om ſounding rocks great and gay, 

he earth waſhen clean away. 

But Noah had greateſt diſpleaſures, 
holding the dead creatures, 

[hich was a ſight lamentable ; 

en, women, beaſts inumberable, 

eing them [Ying upon the lands, 

d ſome were floating upon the ſtrands; . 
vales and monſters of the ſeas, 

cked and ſtab'd among the trees, 

d where the flood was decreaſand, 

bey were left waltering on the land. 
tefore the flood during that ſpace, 

ie ſea was all into one place: 

at ſo the earth as been decided, 
ſundry parts was not divided, 
deen Europe aud Aſia, 

ided ay from Africa. 

lee now divers famous iſles, 
dding from land right many miles. 


- 


here ſometime were the pleaſant plants, 
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All theſe great iſles, I underſtand, 
Were then equal with the firm land, 
There was no ſea Mediterran, 
But only the great ocean, 
Which did not { pread ſuch . rina 
As it doth now o'er through the lands, 
Then by the raging of that flood,” 
The earth from virtue was denude 2 
The which before was to be prais', 

W hoſe beauty then was diſaguis'd, 
Then was the malediction Been, 
Which was by God to Adam ſhown, 
I hear now clerks do conclude, 
Induring that moſt furious flood, | 
With which the earth was fore "appreſt, / 
The wind blew forth of the ſouth-weſt, 
As may be ſeen by experience, 
How through the waters violence, 
The high mountains on.every art, 
Are bare forenent the ſouth welt-part, 
As the mountains of Pirences, | 
The Alps, and rocks in the ſeas ; 
Right fo the rocks great and gay 
Which ſtandeth into Norway : 
1 he higheſt hills in every airt, 
And in Scotland, for the moſt part, 
Through watering of that furious flood, 
The hills of carth were made denude, 
Travelling men may conſider beſt, 
The mountains bare next ihe ſouth-weſt. 
C. Declare, ſaid I, ere you y 
\ How long liv'd Noah after the flood: 
Ei. Said he: In Genelis thou nay hear, 
How that Noah was {ix hundred year, 
T'ng time of this great-puniſhment, 
And ay to God obedient: 
And was the beit of: Seth's blood ; 
And more he liv'd after the flood, 
Three hundred and fifty years, 
As holy icripture witneſs bears: 
And was, ere he rendred his ſp'rit, 
Nine hundred and fifty ek compleat. 


a . — . — . ͤ Tb 
. \ a a 


, the MONARCHY. | 39 | 


To ſhow this ſtory miſerable, 

At length, my wits are not able, 

And more, my ſon; as I ſuppole, 

It belongs not tœ our purpole, 

To ſhew how Noah's ſons three 

Gan to encreaſe and multiply. 

Nor how Noah planted the vine, 

And drank till he was drunken fine, 
And ſlecped with his members bare, 
And how Ham made for him no care, 
But laugh'd to fee his father fo, 
Howbeit his brethren were right wo: 
Nor how Noah but reſtriction, 

Cave unto Ham his inalediction, 
And put him under ſervitude, g 

To Shem and Japhet that were good, 

Nor how God made a covenant d 
Vith Noah, to make no puniſhment, 5 
Nor by tbe ſtood no people drown : 

n ſign of that condition, 

His rain-bow et into the air, 

Of divers heav'nly colours fair, 

or to be a perpetual ſign, 

By flood to fend no puniſhing, 

This hiſtory if thou liſt to know, 

t length the bible ſhall thee ſhew, 


[ 
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The Second BOOK, 


ontaining the building of Bali bon by Nimrod: and 


how king Ninus began the brit Monarchy cf their 


Idolatry : and how Semiramis g governed the empire 
after her huſband Ninus. 


Ather, I pray you to me tell, 7 
The firſt infortune that betel, 
mmediately after the flood: 
ind who did firit ſhed guiltleſs bluod, 
ind how idolatry began? | 
E. Said he; 1 ſhall do.as I can ; 
3: 
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But other clerks cut ious, 


Aud Chus Nimrod, the ſooth been thus :. 
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After the flood I find no ſtory 
Worthy ro be put in memory, 

Till Nimrod did begin to reign, 
Above the people as a king, 

Which was the principle man of one, 
That builder.was of Babylon. 

C. That ſtory, maſter, would I know, 
That thou to me the ſooth would ſhow, 
Why, and for what occaſion 
They bnilded ſuch a ſtrong dungeon? 

E. Then ſaid to me Experience, 

I ſhall declare with diligence, 

Theſe queſtions at thy command; 
But firſt, ſon, thou moſt underſtand 
Of Nimrod the genealogy, : 
His ſtrength, courage, and quantity ; 
Howbeit Moſes in his firſt book, 
The ſtory lightly doth ofer-look; 

Of him no more he doth declare, 
Except he was a ſtrong humer, 


As Oroſe, and doth Joſephus, 

Deſcribe Nimrod at more length, 

Both of his ſtature and his ſtrength. 

This Nimrod was the fourth perſon, 
From Noah by line deſcending down, 
Noah begat Ham, and Ham begat Chus, 
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Thus Nimrod a man of might, 
That time on earth was none ſo wight; 
He was a giant ſtout and ſtrong, 
Perforce will beaſts he down throng, 
The people of that region, 

Came under his dominion. 

No man there was in all the land, 
His ſtalwardneſs that durſt gainſtand ; 
No marvel was though he was wight 
Ten cubits large he was of height, 
Proportionate of length and breed, 
Conform-unto his height we read, 
He grew ſo great and glorious, 

So prideful and preſumptuous, 
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That he came inobedient, 
To the great God Omaipotent, 

This Nimrod was the principle man 
That firſt Idolatry began, : 
Then caus'd he all the peopie call 
To his preſence both great and ſmall, 

And in that great convention, 7 
Did propone his intention: » 

My friends, ſaid he, I make it known, 2 7 
The great vengeance that God hath ſhown 

In time of our fore-father Noah, 

When he did all the world deſtroy, 

And drowned them in furious flood ; 

Wherefore I] think we ſhould conclude, 

How we ſhould make a ftrong defence 

Againſt the waters violence, | 

For to reſiſt his furious ire, 

Contrary both to flood and fire : 

Let us go ſpy ſome pleaſant field, 

Where a ſtrong building me may build-: 

A city with a {trong dungeon, | 

That none engine may beat it down; 

So high, fo thick, fo large, ſo long, 

That God to us ſhall do no Wrong. 

It mall ſurmount the planets ſeven, 

That we from God may win the heav'n, 

Theſe people with a firm intent, 

A to his counſel did conſent, 

nd did eſpy a pleaſant place, 

Hard on the flood of Euphrates, 

he people then did there repair, 

In the plain field Shinare, 5 
Vhich now of Chaldie bears the name, 

Vhich did fo long time flouriſh ſame, 

he great fortrels then qid they found, 

ind ſearch'd it till they found ſure ground, 

and fell to work, both man and child. 
dome found out clay, ſome burnt the tyld, 
Nimrod that curious champion, 

eviſer was of that dungeon: 

othing they ſpared their labours, 
ke buſy bees upon the flow? 65 | 
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Or emmets travelling into June. 
Some under wrought, and ſome aboon, 


With ſtrong and ingenious maſſonry, 


Upward that work did fortify. 

With burnt tyld-ſtcnes, large and wight, 
That tow'r they rais'd to ſuch height, | 
Above the air's region, 

And joined of ſtrong faſhion, 

With cement made of pitch and tar, 
They uſed no other mortar, 

Though fire and water aſſail'd, 
Contrary that dungeon nought avail'd. 
The land about was fair and plain, 
And it rofe like an high mountain, 
Theſe fooliſh people did intend, 

That to the heavens it ſhould aſcend. 


So great a ſtrength was never ſeen 


Into the world with men's een. 


And the walls of that work they made 


Two and fifty fathom bread ; 
One of them, as ſome lay, 
Might be two fathoms in our day. 


One man was then of more ſtature, 


Than two are now, of that beſure. 
Joſephus holds opinion, 

Saying, the height of that dungeon, 

Of large paces of meafure been 

Five thouſand eight ſcore and fourteen, 

By this reckoning it is full right. 

Five miles and an half of height, 

A thouſand pace take for a mile, 

And thou ſhalt find it near that ſtile. 

This tow'r in compaſs round about, 


Were miles ten withoutten doubt. 


About the city of ſtadies 

Four hundred and threeſcore I wis, 
And by this number of compals, 
About threefcore of miles it was. 
And as Oroſius reports, 


There was fiveſcore of braſen Ports. 


The tranſlator of Oroſius, 
Into his chronicle writes thus, 
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That when the ſun was at the height, 
At noon when it doth ſhine moſt bright, 2 
The ſhadow of that hideous ſtrength, 

Six miles and more it was of length. 


Thus may you judge into your thought, 
If Babylon be high or nought. 


ow God made the diverſity of Languages, and made 
impediment to the building of Babylon. 


HEN the great God Omnipotent, 
To whom all things been preſent, 
That was, and is, and e'er ſhall be, 

\re preſent to his majeſty, 

The very ſecrets of man's heart 

rom his preſence may not depart : 

e ſeeing the. ambition, | 

nd the prideful preſumption, 

ow theſe proud people did pretend, _ 
p to through the heavens to aſcend, 

V hich was great folly to deviſe 

uch a preſumptuous enter prize, 

or when they were moſt diligent, 

od made them ſuch impediment, 

hey were conſtrained with heart ſore, 
om thence to go and build no more. 

ch languages on them he laid, 

hat none knew what another ſaid. 

[here was but one language before, 

od ſent them languages three ſcore. 

that time all did ſpeak Hebrew, 

en ſome began to ſpeak Grew : 

me did ſpeak Dutch ſome Saraſin, 
(ome began to ſpeak Latin: 

e maſter-men were almoſt wild, 

ying for trees, they brought them tyld: 
e ſaid bring mortar here at once, 

en brought they to them ſtocks and ſtones. 
en Nimrod their great champion, 
n raging like a wild lion, 

nacing them with words moſt rude, 
nc'er a word they underſtood. 
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3:fore they found him good ard kind, 
B. then they thought him by his mind; 
When he fo furiouſly did flyte, 
] hen turn'd his pride infa deſpite. 
Full dark*eclipfed was hi: glore, 
When they would work for him no more. 
Behold how God was gracious, 
To them that was outragious: 
He neither brake” their legs nor arms, 
Nor did t9Yhem no other harms, 
Except of tongues diviſion ; 
And for a final concluſion, 
Conſtrained they were to depart, 
Each company in ſundry airt, 
Some paſt into the orient, 
And {ome into the occident, 
Some ſouth, ſome north, as they thought beſt, 
And ſo their policy left waſte. 
But how that city was rcpaireds 
Hereafter it ſhall be declared, 


Of the firſt invention of Idolatry : How Nimrod can 
pelied the people. to adore the fire in Chaldea, 


OW Sir, faid I, ſhew me the man, 
Which firit idolatry began. 

E. That ſhall I do with all niine heart, 
My ton {aid he, ere we depart, 
When Nimrod {aw his purpoſe failed, 
And his great labour nought availed, 

In manner of contemption, 
Departed forth of that region: 
And as Orelius doth rehearſe, 

He paſt into the land of Perſe, - 
And many a year did there remain, 
And then to Babylon came again, 
Ad found huge people of Claldie, 
Remaiging in that great city, | 
That was glad of his-returning, 
And did obey him as their king, 
Nimrod his name for to advance, 
Ainong them made new ordinance, 


* 


—— 


of the MONARCHY. - 

aying, I think you are not wiſe 

hat to no God make ſacrifice, 

hen to fulfil his falſe deſire, 

le caus'd be made a flaming fire, 

Ind made it of ſuch breadth and height, 

e caus'd it burn both day and night: 

hen all the people of that land, 

\dor'd the fire at his command, 

:oftrate on knees and faces, 

p:{eeching their new god of graces, 

o give them more occaſion, 

le made them great perſuaſion ; 

his god, laid he, is of great might, 

ſewing his beams on the night: 

'hen ſan and moon are both obſcure, 

is heay*nly brightneſs doth endure. 

hen mens members ſuffer cold, 

re warmeth them even as they would. 

hen cry*d the people at his deſire, 

ere is no god, except the fire, 

Ere there was any imagery, 

co gan this firſt idolatry : :- | 
that time there was no uſage, 

o crave, or for to paint image: a A 

en made he proclamation, - 

ho made not adoration 

that new gud, without remead, | 

o that fire ſhould ſuffer dead. | Þ 

Ind no man into that land. | 

tyranny that durſt gainſtand, * 

t Abram and Aram his brother 

at diſobey'd, I find none other, 

ich dwelling was in that country, a : tr SL 

th their father, called Thary. | 'A 

tle brethren Nimrod did reprive, 

ing to him: Lord, by your leave, , 

Is arſt is bat an element, 

y you to God Omnipotent, 5 g 

uch made the heaven by his might, 

moon and ſtars for to give light: | 

made the. fiſhes in the ſeas, f = — 

earth, with beaſts, herbs and trees; 
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And laſt of all, for to conclude, 
He made man to his fimilitude. F. 
To that great God give praiſe and glore, 
Whoſe reign endures for eyermore. 

When Nimrod in his ſarious ire, 

Theſe brethren. both caſt in the fire ; 
Abram by God he was preſerv'd, 
But Aram in the fire was ſtarv'd. . 
When Thary heard his ſun was dead, 
He did depart ont of that ſtead, | | 
With Abram, Nachor, and their wives, 
As the ſcripture at length delcrives, 
And left the land of Chaldea, 
And palt to Meſopotamia, 
And dwelt in Charen all his days, 
And died there, as the ſtory ſays, 
The life of Abram, as I ſuppoſe, 
Nothing belongs to our purpoſe, 
Into the bible thou may'ſt read 
His. virtnons life, word and deed. 
Now have I ſhown thee the man 
That firſt idolatry-began, 


Of the great miſery an ſkaith that cometh of war, 
bow king Ninus began the firlt wars, and ſtrake i 
firſt battle, 


Ather, I pray yon with mine heart, 
Declare to me ere we depart, 
Who firit began theſe mortal wars, 
Which every faithful heart fo ſcars, 
And every policy down thraws, 
Expreſs againſt the Lord's laws, 
Since. Chriit our King Omnipotent, 
Left peace into his teſtament : 
How doth proceed this cruelty, 
Againlt juitice and equity ? 
In land wherever war hath been, 
Great miſery there may be ſeen, 
All things on earth that God hath wrought, 
Wars do deſtroy and bring to neught, 
Ciries with many {trong dungeon, 
Are burnt, and to the earth thrown down, 
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irgins and matrons are deflour'd, 
Femples that richly were decor'd „ 

Are burnt, and all their prieſts ſpoil'd; 
poor orphans under feet are ſoil'd: 

lany old men made childrenleſs, & 
\nd many children fatherlefs. 

}f famous ſchools the doctrine, 

oth natural {cience and divine, a 
1d every virtue trodden down, 

'» reverence done to religion ; 

rrengths deſtroy'd all utterly, 
air ladies forced ſhamefully : 

oung widow's ſpoiled of their ſpouſes, 
oor labourers driven from their houſes... 
here dare no merchant take in hand 
o travel either by ſea or land, 
or butchers that do them confound, 
me murder*d b&n, and ſome are drown'd: 
nd craftsmen of good engine, | 
re altogether brought to ruin : 
he beſtial reft, the commons ſlain, 
he land without labouring doth remain. 
f policy the perfect warks, 
ildings, gardens, plealant parks, 
ave altogether deſtroyed been, 
reat grauges burnt there may be ſcen: 
iches is turn'd to poverty, 
nd plenty into penury, 
ath, hunger, dearth, it is well kend 
war this is the fatal end. 
tice turn'd into tyranny, /,, : 
| pleaſure into adverſity. f 
e war all utterly down thraws, 
th the civil and common laws. 

ar genders murder and milchief, 
re lamenting without relief. 
ars do deſtroy realms and kings, 
eat princes war to priſon brings. 
a doth ſhed meikle guiltleſ* blood, 
ce I can ſay of wars no good, 
care-to me, fir, if you can, 5 
o fir{t this miſery began. 
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A ſhort deſcription of the four monarchies : And hoy 
king Ninus began his monarchy, 


wars, ſaid he, the great outrage, 
Began into the ſecond age, 

By cruel, prideful, covetous kings: 

Rea vers but right of others reigns z 

Howbeit Cain before the flood, 

Was firſt ſhedder of guiltleſs blood. 

NMinus was firſt and principal man, „ 
Which ſiniſtrous conqueſt began: | 
And was the man withoutten fail, 

In earth which ſtrake the firſt baitel, 
And firſt invented imagery, . 

- Where through came great idolatry. 

We muſt know ere we further wend, 

Of whom king Ninus did deſcend, 
Ninus, if I can right difine, 

He was from Noah the fifth by line, 
Noah begat Ham, Ham begat Chus, 
And Chus Nimrod, and Nimrod Belus, 
And helus Niaus, but leeſing, 

Of Aſſyria the ſecond king. 
And builder of that great city, 
The which is called Ninevey; 
And was the firſt and principal man, 
Which the fi; it munarchy began“ 
C Father (aid I, declare to me, 
What ſignifies a monarchy ? | 
E. The ſooth, ſaid he, ſon, if thou knew, 


| Monarchy is a term of Grew, N 
As when a province principal, bn 
Had whole power imperial, 1 
Daring their nominations, , p 
Above all kings and nations. | 


A monarchy that men do call, 
Of win 1 find four principal, 
- Wv#i-! hath reigned ſince the world began. 
CG. hen (aid 1, father, if you can, 
Which ic ur are they? ſhow me, I pray you. 


E. My fon, {aid he, that ſhall I ſhow you. 
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irſt reign'd the king of Aſſyrians: 
econd reign'd the king of Perſians : 
he Greeks thirdly, with {word and fire, 
erforce obtain'd the third empire: 
he fourth monarchy, as I hear, 
he Romans keeped many a year. 
Let us ſpeak of Ninus king, 
ow he began his conqueſſiing. 
he old Greek hiſtorian 
iodorus, he writes plain, ' 
t right great length of Ninus king, 
f his empire and conqueſſing, 
nd of Simiramis his wife, 
hat time the luſtieſt on life. 
were too long to put in write, 
hich Diodore doth indite : 
t I ſhall ſhow, as I ſuppoſe, 
[hich moſt belong to our purpoſe. 
hen Nimrod prince of Babylon, 
ut of this wretched world was gone, 
d his ſon Belus dead al{wa, 
e firſt king of Aſſyria : : 
is Ninus which was ſecond king, 
iumphantly began to reign, 
d was not pleaſed nor content 
his own region nor rent: 
inking his glory for to advance 
his great people and puiſſance, ' 
rough. pride, covetice and vain-glore, 
him prepare to conqueſt more, 
d gathered forth a great army, 
trary Babylon and Chaldy, 
erefore he had ardent deſire. 
join that land tu his empire, 
deit he had thereto no right, 
by his tyrrany and might. 
thoutten fear of Gud or man, . 
conqueſſing he thus began. 
is people being in array, 
Chaldy took his ready way, : 
en that the Babylonians, 
ether with the Chaldeans, F 
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Heard tell king Ninus was come and, 
Made proclamation through the land, 
That each man after his degree, 
Should come and ſave his own country : 
Though that they had no ule of war, 
Without all fear they paſt forward, 
And put themſelves in good order 


To meet king Ninus on the border, 


In that time ye may underſtand + 
There was no harneſs in the land, 
For to defend, or yet invade, 
Whereby more ſlaughter. there was made; 
They fought through ſtrength of bodies, 
With goads of iron, with ſtones and trees, 
With ſound of horn and hideous cry, - 
They ruſh'd together right rudely. 

With hardy heart and ſtrength of hands, 
Till thouſands lay dead on the lands, 
Where men in battle naked been, 

Great ſlaughter ſoon there may be ſeen, 
They fought ſo long and cruelly, 

And with uncertain victory : 

No man might judge that ſtood on far, 
Who got the better or the war. 

But when it did approach the night, 
The Chaldeans they took the flight< 
Then the king and his company 

Were right glad of the victory; 
Becauſe he wan the firſt battel 

That ſtricken was on earth but fail, 
And peaceable of that region. 

Did take the whole diminion : 

Then was the king of Chaldea, 

As well as of Aſſyria, 

As for the king of Arabia, 

In his conqueſt made him ſupply : 

Of this yet he was'not content, 

But to the realm of Mede he went, 
Where Fernus king of that country 
Did meet him with a great army: 
But king Ninus the battle wan, 
Where flain was many a noble- man: 
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nd to the king would give no grace, 
But plainly in a public place, 

Vith his {even {ons and his lady, . 
ruelly did them crucify. 

f that triumph he did rejoice, 

hen forward to the field he goes; 

"hen conqueſt he Armenia, 

Perſe, Egypt, and Pamphilia ; 

appadoce, Lyde, and Muritane, 

aſpia, Phrygia and Hircane : 

Africa and Aſia, 

Except great Ind and Bactria, 

Which he did conqueſt afterward, 

As you ſnall hear ere we depart, 

Now would I, ere we farther wend, * 

hat his idolatry were kend ; . 
hen after that without t0journ, 

o our pur poſe we ſhall return, 


How King Ninus invented he firft idolatry ; or wor- 
ſhipping of images. 


INUS a image he ceus'd make, 
For king Belus his father's lake, 
loft like his father ef figure, ok 
Of quantity and portraituur : 
f fine gold was that figute made, 
\ crafty crown upon his head, 
Vith precious {tones, in tokeuing 
lis father Belus was a king. 
l Babylon he a temple made | 
„ Crafty work both bigh and broad, 
Vherein that image Bloricaſly 
Vas throacd up triumphant!y, 
Ihen Ninus gave a itrait command 
Lo all the people of that land, 
u well into Afiyria, 
s in Shinar and Chaldea, _ 
ader his domination, 
ney ſhould make adoration, 
pon their knees to that figure, 
nder the pain of ferfeiture. 
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There was no lord in all that land, 

His ſummoning that durſt gainſtand: 

The young and old, both great and ſmall, 

To that image they prayed aft; 

And chang'd his name, as I heard tell, 

From Belus to the great god Bell. 

In that temple he did deviſe 

That prieſts ſhonld make their ſacrifice ; 

By that conſent then came a law, 
None other god that they would knaw : 

Alſo he gave to that image, 

Of ſanctuary the priviledge ; 

For whatſoever crankiretor, 

An homicide, or oppreſſor, 

Seeing the image in the face, 

Of their guilt got the king's grace. 

C. Declare to me, ſweet Sir, ſaid I, 
Was there no more idolatry, | 
After that this falſe idol Bell 
Was throned up, as you me tell? 

E. My ſon, ſaid he, incontinent 
Theſe novels thro' the world went, 
How king Ninus, as I have laid, 

A curious image he had made, 
To the which all his nation 
Made deyout adoration.” 
Then every country took conceit, 
They would king Ninus counterfeit, 
When any famous man was dead, 
-Set up an image in his ſtead, 


As it immortal God had been: 
Images ſome made for the nones, 
Of fine gold, of ſtocks aid ſtones, 
Of ſilver ſome and ivory bone, 
With divers names to every one: 
For ſome they called Saturnus, 
Some Jupiter, ſome Neptunus, 

And {ome they called Cupido, 
Their god of love, and ſome Pluto : 
They called ſome Mercurius, 

And ſome the windy Eolus, 
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Which they did honour from the ſpleen, * 
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Some Mars made like a man of war, 
Fnarmed well with ſword and ſpear : 
ome Bacchus, and ſome Apollo, 

f names they had an hhndred mo. 
When any lady of great fame 
Vas dead, for to exalt her name, 
\n image for a portraitour, 
Vas {et up for an oratour : 

he which they called their goddeſs, 
\; Venus Juno and Pallas: 
Pome Ceres, Veſta and Diana, 
dome Clio, ſome Proſerpina: 
nd ſome the great goddeſs Miner ve, 
Vith curious colours they would carve, 
mong the poets you may ſee, 
f falle gods the genealogy. 
So that theſe abominations 

id ſpread through all nations: 
xcept good Abram as we read, 
Vho honoured God in word and deed : 
or Abram had his beginning 
to the time of Ninus king; 
inus began with tyranny, 
kd Abram with humility ; | 

inus began the firſt empire, 
lbram of war had no deſire. 

inus began idolatry, 
bram in ſp'rit and verity, 
le prayed to the Lord alone, 
alſe imagery he wozld have none: 
t him delcended | heard tell, 

he twelve tribes of Iſrael. 

heſe people made adoration, 
th humble ſupplication, 
o him who was of kings Kino, 
nc heav'n and earth made of nothing: 
head images they held at nought, 

lch were with mens hands wrought, 
ut the Almighty God on live. 
ly fon, now have I done deſcrive 
heſe queſtions at thy command, 
he which thou did'ſt at me demand. 
E 3 
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C. What was the canſe, ſir, make me ſure, 
Idolatry did ſo long endure | 
Out through the world ſo generally, 
And with the Gentiles eſpecially ? 

E. Said he, ſome cauſes principal, 

I find in my memorial : 
Firſt was through princes commandment, 
Which did idolatry invent: 
Then ſingular profits of the prieſts, 
Painters, goldſmiths, maſons, wrights, 
Theſe men of craft moſt curiouſly, 
Made images moſt pleaſantly, 
And ſold them for a ſumptuous price: 
So by their crafty merchandiſe, 
They were made rich above meaſure. 
As for the prieſts, I thee aſſure, 
They got profit into all lands, 
Through ſacrifice and offerands ; 
And by their feigned ſanctitude, 
Abuſed many men of good. 
He in the time of Daniel 
The prieſts of that idol Bell, 
When Nebuchadonozor king, 
In Babylon highly did reign, 

The prieſt the king mz le underſtand 
That image made with mens hand, 
He was a glorious god of life, 

And allo had prerogative : 
That by his great power divine, 
Would eat beef, mutton, bread and wine; 
And ſo the king caus'd every day, 
Before Bell on his alter lay, 
Forty fat wedders freſh and fipe, 
And fix great rubors of wight wine, 
Twelve great.loaves of bouted flour, 
Which was all eaten in one hour ; 
Not by that image deaf and dumb, 
But by the prieſts all and ſome, 
As by the bible thou may'ſt ken, 
Whoſe number was threeſcore and ten, 

They and their wives every day, 

Ate all that on the altar lay. 


- 9 2 2 bo - e 
* 


of the Monareny. 
hen Daniel in concluſion, - 
Shew'd the king their abuſion; 

and of their craſt he made him ſure, 

low underneath the temple floor, 
Through a paſſage they came by night, 
nd ate that meat by candle light, 

he king when he the matter knew, 
he prieſts with all their wives he flew : 
hus ſubtily the king was filed, 
Ind all the people were beguiled. 

ly ſon, ſaid he, now may thou ken, 
low by the prieſts and crafty men, 
nd by their craftineſs and cure, 
olatry did long endure. _ 

ehold how John Boccacious 

ath written works wonderous, 
Gentle ſupperſtition, 

ad of their great abuſion. 

ad in this great book thou may'ſt ſee, 
? the falſe gods genealogy, 
Demogorgon in ſpecial. 

grand - ſire to the gods all, 
mour'd among Arcadians, 

id of the falſe Philiſtians, 

th their great deviliſn god Dagon ; 
[11h their idols many one, 
t | abhor the truth to tell, 

the princes of Ilrael, 

vlen by God Omnipotent, 

w they brake his commandement, 

g Solomon as the ſcripture ſays, 
dotted in his latter days, 

wanton wives for to pleaſe, 

car'd not God for to diſpleaſe. X 
did commit. idolatry, 
rihipping carved imagery, 
Moloch god of Ammonites, 
| Chemoſh god of Moabites, 
taroth god of Sidonians: 
for his innobedience, 
foul abomination, 
puniſn'd his ſucceſſion. 


Th 
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An hyud {et up hard by faint Geel. 


Saint Ninian of a rotten ſtock, 
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His ſun Rehoboam, I heard tell, 
Loſt the ten tribes of Ifracl, 

For his father idolatry, | 
As in the ſcripture thou may'ſt ſee. 


Of images uſed among Chriſtian men. 


Ather, yet one thing would I ſpeer, 
Bcho!d in every church and queer 

Through chriſ.endom, in burgh and land, 
Images made with mens hand : 
To whom are given divers names, 
Some Peter and Paul, {ſome John and James, 
Saint Peter carved with his keys, 
Saint Michael with his wings and weys, 
Saint Katherin with her Word and wheel, 


. It were o'er long fur to deſciive 
Saint Francis with his wounds five, 
Saigt Trodwel cke there may be ſeen, 
Who on a prick-hat!: both her een. 
Saint Paul well painted with a ſword, 
As he would fight at the firſt word. 
Saint Appolline on ajtar ftands, 

With all her teeth into her hands. 
Saint Rech well ſealed, men may ſee, 
A boil new broken on his thigh, 
Saint Eloy he doth ſtately ſtand, 

A new horſe-ſhoe into his hand, 


Saint Dutho borded out of a bl ck, 
Saint Andrew with croſs in his hand. 
Saint George upon a.horſe ridand. 
Saint Anthony ſet upon a ſow, 
Saint Bryde well carved with a cow, 
With coſtly colours fine and fair, 

A thouſand more I] might declare, 
As {aint Coſm and ſaint Damain, 

1] he ſouter of ſaint Criſpinian. 

All theſe on altars itatcly ſtands, 
Prieſts crying for their offerands 


of the MONARCHY. 


o whom we commons on our knees 

do worthip all theſe imageries, 

| church or queer, or in the cloyſter, 

raying to them our Pater-noſter. | 

pilgrimage from town to town, 

Vith offering and addoration, 

o them ay babling on our beeds, 

nat they may help us in our needs: 

hat differs this, declare to me, 

rom the Gentiles idolatry ? 

E. If that be true that thou reports, 

goes right near the ſelf-ſame ſorts : 

ut we by counſel of clergy, 

ave licence to make imagery, 

hich of unlearned been the books, 

r when the laiks on them looks, 

brings them in remetmb'rance, . 

f ſaints lives the circumſtaice ; 

ow the faith for io fortify, 

hey ſuffered pain right patiently, 

ing the image on the rood, 

en ſhonld remember on the blood 

hich Chriſt into his paſſion 

id ſhed for our ſalvation, 

r when thou ſeeſt the portraitour 

f bleſſed Mary virgin pure, 

pleaſant babe upon her knee, 

en in thy mind remember thee, 

he word which the prophet ſaid, 

dw ſhe ſhould be both mother and maid : 
t who that ſitteth on their knees, 
aying to many imageries, 

th oration and offrauds, 

ecling with cup into their hands: 
difference been, I ſay to thee, 

om the Gentiles idolatry. 

gl ſo of divers nations, 

ead th' abominations, 

w Greeks made their devotion hail 
Mars to fave them in battle. 

Jupiter ſome took their voyage, 

aye them from the ſtormy rage: 
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Some pray'd to Venus from the ſpleen | 
That they their lovers might obtain: 
And ſome to [uno for riches, 

Their pilgrimage they would addrels z 
So doth cur common popular, 

Which were too long for to declare, 
Their ſuperititious pilgrimages, 

To many diverſe images. 

Some to ſaint Roch with diligence, 

To fave them from the pellilence z 

For their teeth to faint Appolline: 

To faint Trade eto mend their een. 
Sqme make offerings.to faint Eloy, 

That he their hegſe may well convoy. 
They zun when they have Jewels tint, 
To ſaint Syeth ere Cer they ſtint : 

And to faint Germane to get remead, 
For maladies int ; their head. 
They bring mad men on feet and horſe, 
Aud binds to ſaint Mungo's croſs, 

To faint Barbara they cry full faſt, 

To ſave them from the thunder blaſt. . 
For good novels, as I heard tell, 

Some take their way to Gabriel: 
Some wives ſaint Margaret doth exliort 
Into their birth them to ſupport, 

To faint Anthon to fave the fow, 

To faint Bride for calf and cow. 

To faint Sabaſtian they run and ride, 
That from the ſhat he fave their ſide, 
And ſome in hope to get their heal, 
Runs to the old rood of Rarezl : 
Hiowbeit the people rude, 

Think their inventions to be good, 
Wao be to priefls, I ſay, for me, 
Which ſhould ſhow them the verity, 
Prelates which have of them the cure, 
Shall make apſwer therefore, be ſure, 
In the great day of judgment, 
Where no tipie is for to repent, 
Where manifeit idolatry pe 
Shall punich'd be perpetually. 
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An exclamation againſt idolatry. 


Mprudent people, ignorant and blind, 

By what reaſon, law, or authority; 

r what authentic ſcripture can ye find 
awful for to commit idolatry ? 

hich is to bow your body, or your knee, 
ith devote humble adoration, 

o any image made of ſtock or tree, 

wing to them offering or obligation. 


ho was, and is, and ſhall be evermore, 

o images by mens hands wrought ? 

fooliſh folk! why have ye ſuccour ſought : 
f them that cannot help you in diſtreſs? 

a reaſonably revolve into your thought, 
ſtock or ſtone can be no hohneſs, 

In the deſert the people of Iſrael, 

ofes remaing on the mount Sinai, 

ey made a molten calf of fine meta], 

nich they did honour as their god alway, 
t when Moles deſcended, I heard ſay, 

q did conſider their idolatry, . 
that people three thouſand caus'd he ſlay, 
the ſcripture at length deth teſtify. 
Becauſe the holy prophet Daniel, 

babylon idolatry reprov'd, 

d would not worſhip their falſe idol Bell, 
e whole people at him were ſore agriev'd, 
that effect that he ſhould be miſchiev'd, 
livered him to ramping lions ſeven, 

t of that dangerous den he was reliev'd, 


ehold how Nebuchudonozor king, 

dthe vail of Duran did repair 

image of fine gold, a marvellous thing, 
reeſcore of cubits high, and fix of ſquare, 
more clearly the ſcripture doth declare ; 
whom all people by proclamation, 


It bodies bow'd,. and on their knees bate, 
it humbly made their adoratian. 


— 


Why do ye give the honour, laud, or glore 
rtaining to God who made all things of nought 


rough miracle of that great God of heav'n. 
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A great wonder that day was ſeen alſo, 

How Nebuchadonozor in his ire, | 
Took Shadrach, Meſech, and Abednego, 
W hich would not bow their knee at his deſire 
To th? idol, caus'd caſt them in the fire 

For to be burnt, ere he ſtirr'd off the ſtead. 


When he heliv'd they were burnt bones and lyre, 


Was not conſum'd a {mall hair of their head. 
The angel of the Lord was with them ſeen 
In that hut furnace, paſſing up and down, 


Into a roly earth as they had been: 


No {pot of fire diſtaining coat or gown 2 
Of victory they did obtain the crown, 
And were to them that made adoration 
To that idol, or bow'd their body bown, 
A witneſſing of their damnation. : 


W hat was the cauſe, at me thou may'ſt demand, 


That Solomon us'd no imagery 

In lis triumphant temple for to ſtand, 

Of Abram, Iſaac, ]acob, nor Jeſle, 

Nor to Moſes, their ſafegaurd thro' the ſea, 


Nor Joſhua their valiant champion ? 


Becauſe God did command the contrary, 


They ſhould not uſe ſuck ſuperſtition. 


Behold how the great God Ommipotent, 


To preſerve lirael from idolatry, 


Directed them a ſtrait commandement 
That they ſhould make no graven imagery, 
Neither of gold, ſilver, ſtone nor tree, 
Nor give worſhip to any ſimilitude, 
Being in heaven, in earth, or in the ſea, 
But openly in his ſovereign celſitude. 
The prophet David plainly did reprieve 
dolatry to their confuſion, , 
In graven ſtock or {tone that did believe, 
Declaring to them their great abuſion, 
Speaking in manner of deriſion, 


Fow de ad idols by mens hands wrought, 


bh 


Whom they honour'd with humble adoration, 

Where in the market daily ſold and bought, 
hc devils ſeeing the ill condition 

Ot the Gentiles, and their unfaithfulneſs, 
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or to augment their ſuperſtition, 
n thoſe idols they made their entreſs, 

Ind in them ſpake, as ſtories do expreſs, > 
hen men believ'd of them to get relief, 

king their help in all their buſinels, 

ut finally they turn'd to their miſchief, 

Truſt well, in them is no divinity, | 

Vhen with the rouſt their fair colour doth fade; 
hough they have feet, on foot they cannot flee, 
owbeit their temple burn about their head, 
them is neither friendſhip nor remead. 

ſuch figures what favour can ye find; 

ith mouth, and ears and eyes tho' they be made, 
men may ſee they are dumb, deaf, and blind. 
Howbeit they fall down flately on the floor, 

hey have no ſtrength themſelves to raiſe again: 
hough rats run over them, they take no care: 
owbeit they break their necks they feel no pain, 
hy ſhould men pſalms to them ſing or fain. 

nce growing trees that yearly beareth fruit, 

re more to praiſe.. I make it to thee plain, 

han cutted ſtocks, wanting both crop and root. 
Of Edinburgh the great, idolatry, 

d manifeſt abomination, 

n their feaſt days all creatures may ſee : 

hey bear an old ſtock image through the-town, 
[1th tabern, trumpet, ſhalm and clarion. | 
ich have been uſed many a year bygone, 

th peſts and friers into proceſhon, 

ke unto Bell carried-througa Babylon. - 
Think ye not ſhame ye ſecular prieſts and friers 
) lo great ſuperſtition to conſent ? 

lateis ye have been many years, 

preſs againſt the Lord's commandement. 
herefore brethren, I counſel you repent ; 

ve no honour to carved ſtocks or ſtone, 

t honour give to God Omnipotent, $a 

d praiſe him ay, as wiſely writeth John. 

y on you friers that uſes for do preach, 

d do advance forward idolatry : 

ny do ye not the ignorant people teach, 

Wa dead image caryed on a tre, ©” 
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As it were holy, ſhould not honour'd be, 
Nor born on burgeſs backs up and down: 
But ye ſhow plainly your hypocriſy, 
When ye paſs foremoſt in proceſſion. 
_ Fy on you foſterers of idolatry, 

That to the dead ſtocks do reverence, 
In preſence of the people publicly. 
Fear ye not God to commit ſuch offence ? 
I counſel you to do your diligence, 
To cauſe opprels ſo great abuſion: 
Do ye not ſo, I dread your repentance 
Shall be nought elſe but clean confuſion. 

Had ſaint Francis been borne out thro” the town, 
Or ſaint Dominick, though ye had refuſed 
With them ro have paſt in proceſſion, 
In that caſe ſome would you have excuſed. 
Now men may ſee how that ye have abuſed 
That noble town through your hypocriſy : 
The people think that they may right well uſe it, 
When ye paſs with them into company. 

Some of you have been quiet counſellors, 
Provoking princes to {hed guiltleſs blood, 
Which never did your prudent predeceſſors ; 


But ye like furious phariſces denude 


Of charity, which rent Chriſt on the rood, 
For Chriſt's flock, without malice or ire, 


| Converted fragile faultors, I conclude 


By God's own word, withoutten ſword or fire 
Read ye not how Chriſt hath given command 

If thy brother do ovght thee to offend, 

Then ſecretly correct him hand for hand 

In friendly manner, ere thon further wend, 

If he will not hear thee, then make it kend 

To one or two by true narration , 

If he to them will not his miſs amend, 

Delate him to the congregation. 
And yet if he remain ſtill obſlinate, 

And to the holy church incounſellable, _ 

Then like a Turk hold bim excommunicate, 


And with all faithful folk abominable, 
Baniſhing him that he be no more able 


To dwell among the faithſal company: 


— 
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When he repents be not unmerciable, 8 5 
But him receive again right tenderly. | 
But our qunb dectors of divimty, 
And ye of the laſt found religion, 
Of poor tranſgreſſors ye have no pity, 
But cries to put them ay to confulion, 
As cry'd the Jews for the e Fulton 
Of Chriſt's blood into their burning ire, 
Crucify ; ſo ye with an union 
Do cry, cauſe caſt the faulter in the fre. 
Unmercitul members of the antichriſt,, ' 
Extolling your human tradition, 
Comrare the inſtitution of Chriſt. 
Fear ye not for divine punition, 
Though ſome of you be of good condition, — 
Ready to receive new recent wine: 
I ſpeak to you all boſſes of perdition : 
Return in time, ere you run, in ruin. 
As ran the perverſe prophets of Baal. 
Which did conſent to the idolatry 
Of wicked Ahab king of Iſrael, | 
Whoſe number were four hundred and fiſty, 
Which honoured that idol openly, 
But when Elias did-prove their abuſion, 
He caus'd the people ſlay them cruclly : 
So in one hour came their confuſion, 
I pray you print in your rememb'rance. 
How the red friers for their idelatry, 
In Scotland, England, Spain, Italy and France, 
Upon one day were puniſh'd piteoufly. | 
Behold how your own brethren now lately, 
In Dutchland, England, Denmark, and Norway, 
Are trodden down with their hypocriſy, Sol 
And as the ſnow are vaniſh'd quite away. 
I marvel that our biſhops think no ſt«me, 
To give your friers ſuch pre-eminence, 
To ule their oflice to their great defame, 
Preaching for them in open audience, 
But might a biſhop augment his on expence, 
For each ſermon ten ducats in his hand: 
He would ere he did lacke that recompence, 
Go preach himſelf both into burgh and land. 
| - FD I truſt 
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I truſt to ſee good reformation, 

When that we get a faithful prudent king 

Which knows the truth, and his vocation 2 

All publicans, I trult,- he will down bring. 

And will not ſuffer in his realm for reign 

Corrupted ſeribes, nor faile, pharillence, 

Againſt the truth which plainly do malign : 

Till that king come we muſt take patience. 
Now fare vel friends, becauſe I cannot flyte, 

Ilowheit 1 could, ye mutt have me excus'd, 

Tho? 1 againſt idolatry indite, 

Or them defpite that will not yet rcfuſe it, 

I pray to God that it be no more uſed 

Among the ruzers of this region, | 

That common people be no more abuſcd, 

But give bim glore that bare the thorny crown. 
Who teacheth us by his divine ſcripture, 

To riplit prayer the perfect ready way, 

As writteth Matthew in his fixth chapter, 

In what manner, and to whom we ſhould pray, 

A mort compendious oration each day, 

Moſt profitable both for body and foul : 

The which is not directed, I heard ſay. 

To John, or James, to Peter or to Paul, 
Nor to none other of the apoſtles twelve, 

Nor to no ſaint, nor angel in the heaven; 

But only to our Father God hjnſelf, 

Which oration is contained full even, 

Mott profitable for us petitions ſeven, 

Which we laick folk the Pater-noſter call, 


Tho' we ſay pfalms nine, ten or eleven, * 


Of all our prayers this is the principal. 

By reaſon of the Maker that is made, 
Who was the Son of God our favicur - 
And by reafon to whom it ſhould be ſaid, 
To the Father of heaven our Creator, 
Who dwelleth not in temple nor in tow'r; 
He clearly ſees our thought, will, and intent: 
What-needeth us at other ſeek ſuccour, 
When in all place his power is preſent ? 


Ye princes of the prieſts, ye that ſhould preach, 


Why ſuffer ye ſo great abutoa ? 
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Thy do ye not. the ſimple people teach, 
How, and to whom to. dreſs their oration ? 
hy thole ye them to go from town tu town, 
n Pilgrimage to any imageries, | 
loping to get ſomesſatisfaCtion, 
Praying to them devoutly on their knees ? 
his was the practice of ſome pilgrimage, 
Vhen fillocks into Fife began the ton; 
Vith Jack and Tom then they took their voyage, 
In Angus to the field chappel of Dron. 
hen Kittock there as keadzy as a con, 
Vithout regard either to fin or ſhame, 
ave Lawry leave at leaſure to loup on: 
Far better been to have tarried at hame. 
J have ſeen pals a marvellous multitude, 
oung men and women ſinging on their feet, 
Under the form of fained ſanctitude, 
For to adore an image in Lawriet : 
Many came with their fellows for to meet, 
ommitting their foul fornication, | 
dome kiſt the clagged tail of the hermite: 
Vhy thole ye tliis. abornination ? 
Of fornication and adultery, 
\ppearantly ye take but little cure, 
deeing the marvellous inſelicity, 5 
Vhich hath ſo long done in this land endure, 
ff your default, which have the charge and cure; 
bis is of trath, my lords, with your leave. 
duch pilgrimage have made many a whore, 
Vhich, if I pleaſed, plainly I might prove. 
Why make ye not the ſcriptures manifeſt 
To poor people touching idolatry ? 
n your preaching why have ye not expreſt 
ow many kings of Iſrael cruelly 
Vere puniſh'd by God fo rigorouſly ?. 
is Jeroboam, and many mo, no doubt, 
or worſhipping of carved imagery, 
ere ſrom their realms rudely rooted out. 
Why thole ye under your dominion, 
\ crafty prieſt, or fained falſe hermite, , 
\buſing the people.of this region, 
„ Daly for their particular profit: q 
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And 'ſpecially that hermite Lawriet, 

He put the common people in believe, 

That blind got fight, and crooked got their feer, 

The which the paillard by no means can prieve. 
Ye married men that have trim wanton wives, 

And luſty daughters of young and tender age, 

Whoſe honeſty ye ſhould love as your lives, 

Permit them not to paſs in pilyrimage, 

To ſeek ſupport of any ſtock image; 

For I have known good women paſs from home, 

Which have been trapped with ſuch luſts rage, 

Have returned both with great ſin and ſhame, 
Awake, for thine own glory ſake, O Lord; 

And make an ha'ty reformation 

On them that do-tramp down thy gracious word. 

And have a deadly indignation | 

At them which make a,true narration 

Of thy goſpel, ſhowing the verity: 

O Lord, I make thee ſupplication, 

Support our faith, or hope, and charity. 


How king Ninus built the great city of Nineve, and 
how he vanquiſhed Zoraſtes king of . 


THs Ninus of Aſſyria king, 

/ When he had made his conqueſling, 
To build a city, he him dreſt, 

Chooſing a. place where he thovght beſt, 

Where he had firſt dominion, 

In Afſyria his own region; 

Though Aſhur, as the ſcripture ſays, 

Who came before king Ninus' days, 

He founded that famous city, 

- The which was called Nineve, - 

But as rehearſeth Diodore, 

Ninus that city did decore, | a 

So marvellons triumphantly, 

As ye ſhall hear immediately, 

Upon the flood of Euphrates, 

Which to behold great wonder was, 

An hundred aud ty ſtages, 


That city was of length I wis: 


and 


The 


e the Moxancnr. 

The walls an hundred foot of height, 

o wonder was though it was wight. 

zuch breadth about the Walls there was, 
bree carts might ſidelongs on them pats : 


our hundred ſtages, four ſcore and four, 
n circuit, but nine or more: 


df tow'rs about the walls I ween, 

| thouſand and five hundred been. 

f height two hundred fobt and more, 

5 writteth famous Diodore. 

he ſcripture maketh mention, 

hen God ſent Jonas to that town, 

o ſhow them of his puniſhinent, 

hroughout the city when he went, 

hree days journey to him jt was, 

be bible ſays it was no leſs. 

y ſon, now have I ſhown to thee, 

{the building of Nineve, / 
r the augmenting of his fame, 

inus called after his name 

[hen he that great city had ended, 
conqueſs more yet he imended; 

d did depart from Ninive, 

d raiſed up a great army 

the ſtalwart men and ſtout, 

all the regions round about, 

great order took their journey 

wards the realm of Bactria, : 
wight foot-men I underſtai d 

hath ſeventeen hundred thouſand, 

thout horſe-men and warlike carts, 
om he ordered in ſundry parts, 

hich to*deſcrive I am not able, 

hoſe number is incredible, 

Loraſtes that noble king, 

en Bactria had in governing: 

a prudent prince as I heard tell, 

in aſtronomy 'precel ; 

found the art magia, 

th natural ſcience many ma, 

ing king Ninus on the field, 

vard he came with ſpear and ſhield, 
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| Four hundred t! hoxſand men ne was, 
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In his amy there was no leſs, 

And met king Ninus on the border, 
Right valiently and in good order: 
On the vanguard of bis army, 

On them be ruſted right rudely, 
Aid of them flow, as I heard ſay, 
An hundred thouland men that day: 
The reſt that 'ſcaped were unſlain, 5 
To Ninus great hoſt fled again. 

Of that king Ninus was ſo noy'd, 

He Fete d ne'er ul he deſtroy'd, 


And trum the king did reave the crown, 
And made the realm ef Bactria 
Subject unto Aflyria: 

And in the ſelf tame land I wis, 

He got his wife Semiramis, 

Which as mine author doth deſcrive, 
Was then the luſtieſt on live: 

Tuat being dune without jcurn, 
Ta Nineve he did return 

With great triumph of victory, 

As mine author doth {pecity :; 

Both occid nt and orient 

Were all to him obedient, 

It would abhor thee to hear read, 


The guiltleſs blood that he did ſhed. 


When he had reign'd,.as you may hear, 
The {pace of three and forty year: 
Being in his excellent glore, 

The dolent death did him devour, 

In what fort I am not certain. 

Some author ſays that he was ſlain, 
And left into his heritage, 

A little child of tender age. 

Young Ninus was the child's name, 
Which after flourih'd in great fame: 


Some ſays, that by his w iſe's treaſon, 


King Ninus died in priſon, 
As I ſhall ſhow ere I hence fare, 
As Diodore hath done declare. 
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Of-the wonderful deeds of Queen Semiramis. 


INUS loved fo ardentlx- 
Semiramis his fair lady: 
here was nothing ſhe would have done, 
t all obeyed was full ſoon. - 
e ſeeing him ſo amorous, 
e grew proud and prefumptuous, 
d at the king ſhe did deſire, 
ye days to govern his empire: 
d he of his benevolence 
d grant her that pre-eminence, 
ith ſcepter, crown and robe royal, 
Id whole power imperial. 
five days were come and gone, 
at ſhe as king might reign alone. 
en all the princes of the land, 
riog that time made her a band, 
ih banquet royal merily, 
treated them triumphantly, 
the firſt day the people all 
ie to her ſervice, bound and thral : 
ere the ſecond day was gone, 
took ſuch glore to reipn alone, 
a diet made them among, 
e king ſhe put in priſon ſtrong, 
ad well of his priſoning. 
not of his delivering: 
wever it Was, int“ his flow'rs, 
did of death ſuffer the ſhow'rs, 
| might not length his life one hour, 
ugh he was the firſt conqueror : 
ole conque ſſing, for to conclude, 
not without ſhedding of blood; 
ow have youu heard of Ninus king, 
he began, and his ending, 
ouph mine author Diodore, 
him hath written meikle more. 
ces for wrongous conque ſſing, 
make oft-times an evil ending, 
ugh he had long proſperity, 8 
ended with great miſery. | 
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Of King, Ninus's ſepuichre. 


| = queen a ſepulchre had made, 
' Were ſhe king Ninus's body laid, 
Of curious crafty work and wight, 
The which had ſtades nine of hight, 
* And ten ſtades of breadth it was, 
| Diodore ſayg, it was-no leſs: 
For eight ſtades a mile thou rake ; 
And thereafter thy meaſure make: Py 
So by this count it was full right, 
A mile and eke a ſtade of height: 


Except the tow'r of Babylon, | | 0 

So high a work, I read of none. | 

5 Semiramis his luſty queen, Fe 
Conſidering what danger been, | 

! , To have a king of tender ape, 5 de 
Which might not uſe his vaſſalage, ur 

She took a curious conceit, | e 

N Thinking that ſhe ſhonid make debate, re 
4 If any made rebellion. | c 
. Contrare her ſon and region, 5 


3 Whom ſhe did foſter tenderly, 
And keeped him full quietly. 
She laid apart her own cloathing, 
; And took the raiment of a king, 
1 When ſhe was into armour digit, 
Li Might no man know her by a knight?“ 
3 She valliantly went to the war, 
11 And to give battle tcok no fear, 
; Daunting all realms round about, 
1 That all the world of her had doubt; 
- More ſortunate in her comqueſſing 
| Than was her huſband Ninus king, 
| Babylon ſhe did fortify, | 
Temples and tow'rs triumphantly, 
So pleaſantly did them prepare, 
Which in the earth had no compare 
Howbeit Nimrod of whom | ſpake, 
The bideous dungeon he caus'd make, 
And of the city the fundament. - 
To whom God made 3 5 
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chere Nudel left, there ſhe began, 
d put to work many a man; 

f all realms round about, 

f moſt engine ſhe ſought them out, 

e had working with Tree and ſtones, 
velve hundred thouſand men at once. 
read the book of Diodore, 

d thou ſhalt find the number more, 
every ſide of Euphrates, 

at noble city builded was, 

d ſo that river of renown, 

n thro* the mid part of that town, 
er-thwart the flood the bridges made, 
marvellous {trength both long and brade. l 
ey were five ſtages large of length, 
every bridge ſhe made a ſtrength, 

ge circuit, as I ſaid before, 

r hundred ſtages and four-ſcore. 

e walls height who would deſcrive, 
ree hundred foot, threeſcore and five : 
carts might pats right eaſily, | 

ve the walls of that city, 

elongs without impediment 

ider then by your judgement, © 
hele walls were high or nought, 

| allo curiouſly were wronght, 
Niodore hath done define, 

ich doth tranſcend my rude engine, 
Babylon the magnificence, 

whom ye would give no credence, 
at length would put in write, 

ich Diodore hath done indite. 
ppare with cities J find none, 

Nineve and Babylon, | 
m Nineve of Aſlyria, ; 3 Nas 
Babylon in Chaldea ; | | 
bridges pleaſant ye may paſs, 7 

pn the flood of Euphrates, | 

ng the floods of paradiſe, 

; Euphrates may bear the prize: 

works which the queen began 

uicended the fs of man. 
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The proud queen Penthſilia, : 7 
The princeſs of A mazona, 


With her ladies triumphantly, 
At Troy which fought valiently : 


Nor yet the fair maiden of France, 


Daughter of Engliſh ordinance : = 
To Semiramis in her days N 

Were no compare as books ſays: 
Except triumphant julius, 


Strong Hannibal and Pompeius; 
Or Alexander the conqueror, 


I find no greater warrior, 


Would I rehearſe, as write clerks, 
er wonderful and valiently warks 


It were to me a great labour, 


And techous.to the auditor, 
What ſhe did in Ethiopia, 


And in the land of Media, 


Building cities, caſtles and tow'rs, 
Parks and gardens of pleaſures : 
For the exalting of her name, 


x And immortal to make her fame, 


Of Jarcius the high mountain, 


She caus'd run down, and made them plain. 
Great Orantes, the mountain wight, 


Twenty and five ſtages of height, 
To her palace to draw a loch 
By force of men ſhe cut it through. 


„Had ſhe keeped her chaſtity, 


She might have been an A per ſe. 
When the had ordered her empire, - 
Ot Venus work ſhe took delire : 

A lecret manſion ſhe caus'd make, 

W herein ſhe pleaſantly might take, 
Young gentlemen for her pleaſure, 
The which ſhe uſed above meaſure, 
One man alone might not be able 
To ſtanch her luſt inſatiable. _ 
When ſhe was ſatisfied of one, 

She caus'd another come anon, 

The luſtieſt in all that land, 


_ Came quietly at her command, 
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hen they at length had lien her by, 

ie flew them all right cruelly. | 

hen her ſon came to age perfite, 

f him ſhe- took great delight, 

e caus d him with her for to ly, | 
mong the reſt right quietly. . 
me ſay, with ſenſual laſts rage, 5 

ie bound him into marriage, | 

nd held him under tutory, 0 

o uphold her authority. 


ow Queen Semiramis with a great army paſt to Indus, 
and fought with the King Staurobates, And of her 
miſerab end. 5 WE 


HEN ſhe had long time liv'd in reſt. 
To conqueſs more ſhe her addreſt 
:cauſe of divers ſhe heard tell, 

ow that the Indus oriental 

ecell'd in great commodities, 
 beſtial, corns, and fruitful trees: 

| kind of ſpices delicious, 

ld, ſilver, and ſtones precious: 
d how that plentious land did bear 
rn, fruit, and wine twice in the year, 
th elephants innumerable, 

battle wond'rous terrible: 

hearing this, and mikle more, 
lieving to augment her glore, 

u'd make ſtrait proclamations, 

all and ſundry nations, 

wing how it was her deſire, - 
princes under her empire, 

Egypt, and Arabia, 

Perſe, and Mede, and Chaldea, 
Greece, in Caſpia, and Hircane, 
Cappadoce, Lyde, and Mauritane, 
Armenie; and Phrygia, 
Panphilia, and Afſyria, ; 

at each land after their degree, 

uld bring to her a great army, 
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In all the goodly haſte they may, 
Aqd meet her into Bactria. 
Declaring them that her intent 
Was to pals to the orient, © 
And make war with the king of Ind, 
From time they knew what was her mind, 
Then by themſelves each region : 
Came forward with their garriſon, 
Triumphantly in good array: 
To Bactria took the ready way, 
Aud made 4heir muſters to the queen: 
But ſach a ſight was never ſeen, 
In battle - ray fo many a man 
At once, ſince God the world began; 
But Spanzie, France, Scotland, England, . 
Dutchland, Denmark, nor yet Ireland, 
Were not inhabit in thole days, 
Nor long after, my author ſays. 
Cteſias he doth ſpecify - 
The number of this great army : 
Saying, their came at.her command, 
Foot- men thirty hundred thouſand : 
Of horſe-men mounted galliardly, 
Five hundred thouſand verily. 
An hundred thouſand camels wight, 
On every camel rod a knight. 
Pre par'd to paſs into all parts. 
There was an hundred thouſand carts, 
Two thouſand boats with her ſhe carries 
On horſe, camel or dromedaries, _ | 
Bridges to make ſhe did conclude, 
O'er thwart Indus that furious flood, 
Which been of Ind the utmoſt border, 
On the which flood witz right good order. 
Of her barges ſhe bridges n:ade, 4 
Whereon her great haſt ſafely rade. 
C Father, I would men underſtood, 
| Haw ſuch a mighty numerous croud 
Might be at once brought to the field, 
Keady to fight with ſpear aud mield. 
Some men will ju*ve this been a fable, 
ie mater been ſou untruable. 
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g. It may well be, my ſon, ſaid he, 
by example we may ſee, 
w David king of Iſrael, 
people cauſed number all, 
ſoab his chief captain, 
holy ſcripture ſheweth plain: 
fighting men into that land, 
found thirteen hundred thouſand, 
h David in that ſmall country, 
joht have raiſed ſuch an army, 
this lady it was no wonder, ; 
te which had greater realms her under 
jan David's little region 
o ſhe had many a legion 
men, more than I told before, 
erefore my ſon, marvel no more. 
When Staurobates king of Inde, 
emly perturbed in his mind; 
aring of ſuch a multitude. - 
make defence he did conclude, 
d ſent a meſſage to the queen, 
pying her majeſty ſerene, | 
at ſhe would of her ſpecial grace, 
e him licence to live in peace: 
ling of that, though he ſhould die, 
at he ſhould make her fight or flee: 
d to his God a vow he made, x 
o peace might of her be had, 
if he wan the victory, 
at he the queen would crucify. 
bis boaſting the queen made bourds, 
ing, it ſhall be no words | 
| make me paſs from my purpoſe, 
out great ſtrokes. As | ſuppoſe, 
e —— ſhew'd to the king, 
her pre ſumptuous anſwering. 
en Staurobates wiſe and wight, 
e forward like a noble knight, 
th many a thouſand ſpear and ſhield, 
ed royal on the field, | 
nking he would his life defend, 
in the battle make an end. 
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The queen upon the other ſide, 
- Full of preſumption and pride ; 
Her banners pleaſantly diſplay'd, 
With hardy heart and unafraid, 
Upon Indus that famous flood 
"They met, where ſhed was meikle blood, 
In boats, balingers and barges, \ 
The two armies on other charges2 
Semiramis the battle wan, a 
Where drowa'd and ſlain were many a man, 
So that the water of the flood 
Ran red mixed with mens blood, 
The king of Ind with all his might, 
From Indus flood he took the flight, 
To his chief city he retir'd, 
Where in his preſence there appear'd, 
In battle-ray a new army 
Of right invincible chevalry, 
With "elephants an hideous number, 
Which afterward made meikle cumber. 
Semiramis and her company, 
In the mean time right cruelly, 
Deſtroy'd the borders of. that land, 
Took priſoners more than ten thouſand. 
She took a couragious conceit, 
Great elephants to counterfeit : 


She had ten ener oxen hides, 


Well ſew'd rdgether, back and des, 
With mouth, And noſe, teeth, ears and een, 
Ack elephants as they had been, | 
Right well ſtuffed with ſtraw and hay, 
Whereof the Indians took a fray : 

Upon camels and dromedaries, 

Theſe falſe figures with her ſhe carries. 
The Indians when they ſaw that ſight, 
Afraidly they took the fliglilt. 

For ſuch a ſight was never ſeen, 

If natural beaſts they had been. 

The king-himſelf Was right afcared, 

Till he the verity had ſpeared, 

And knew by his explorators, | 
They were but . wy figures. 
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en manſully like men of wear, | F 
orward they came withoutten fear, | | 

ight ſo Semiramis the queen. 

hich for one man was ay fifteen. 

heſe two armies full cruelly, 

hey ruſu'd together ſo rudety, 

ith hideous cry, and trumpets ſound, 

il thouſands lay dead on the ground, | 
miramis had ſuch a number, 

o order them it was great cumber. 

hen the great elephants of Inde, 

ght ſtrong and hardy of their kind, 
ward they came and would not ceaſe, 
ill through the midſt of the preſs | 

that great hoſt they rudely ruſh'd. 

heir men and horſe to earth they duſh'd, 
heſe feigned beaſts withourten ſp'rit, 

ere fruſht and foil-d under feet, 

nus king of Inde with courage keen, 

et with Semiramis the queen 

e riding on an elephant: 

ut ſhe with him fought hand for hand, 
nd gave the king ſo . eſſay, 

hat he was ne'*er in ſuch a fray. 

o ſtrike at him ſhe took no fear, 

well ſhe uſed was in wear. | 

Is ſtrokes ſhe had but little counted, 
fere't not the king was ſo well mounted, 
ther at other ſtrake ſo faſt 

Ill they were tired at the laſt. 

e king he thought himſelf aſhamed, 

tha woman to be defamed, 

a was determined not to flie, 

bough in that battle he ſhould die. 

one which had deſpaired been, 

 rudely. ran upon the queen, 

d through the arm gave her a wound, 
hich to her heart gave ſuch a ſtound, 
at he conſtrained was to fly: 

en all the reſt of her army N 
hen they perceiv'd that ſhe was gone, | 
Indus flood they fled each one. 
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The queen © Verthwark the floog ſhe rade, 


On bridges which were of boats made, 


With her a ſober company, 


Which with her fled afraidly,  -— , 


The Indians followed on the chaſe, 

Then to the bridges came fuch preſs 

Of fleeing folks,- which was great wonder, 
So that the bridges bi Aake in ſunder. 

Some funk, ſome down the river ran, 
Then drown'd was many a noble man, 
Which was great pity to deplai e, 

As writteth famous Diodore, 

And finally, for to conclude, 

Was never ſhed ſo meikle blood, 


At one time ſince the word began, 


Nor flaia fo many guiltleſs man, 
And all through the occaſion, 

Aud the pridetul perſuaſion 

Of this ambitious wicked queen, _ 
Such one was never heard nor ſeen. 
Staurobates the king of inde, 
Greatly rejoiced in his mind, 


Of this triumph and victory : - 


Semiramis with heart full ſorry, 
Seeing lo many ta'en and flain, 
Lamenting fortunes variance, 


Which brought ber to ſo great miſchance, | 


Before which was ſo fortunate, 
And then of comfort deſolate. 
Her fon a man of perfection, 8 


Conſidering his ſubjection, 


His liberty he did deſire, 
J hat he might govern his empire; ; 


| Seeing his mother vicious, 


And. with that fo ambitious : - 
As mine author doth ſpecify, 
Ne ſlew his mother cruelly : 
What other capſe or intention 
I find no ſpecial mention. 
Some ſays, to be at liberty: . 
Some ſays, for her adultery : 
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{one other caufe I can define, 

xcept punition divine. 
df this fair lady couragions, 
hold the ending dolourous ; 1 
ho was but twenty years of age, 
hen ſhe began her vaſlalage : 
nd reign'd tr iumphantly but wear, 
be ſpace of forty and two year. 
hen ſhe was flain, ſſie was threeſcore, 

th years two, fhe was no more, 
Diodore writes in his book, . 
is chronicles who liſts to look. 
f this lady I make an end: 
binkipg no way I can commend 
omen to be maii-Jke, 
or men for to be woman ike. 

r why ? 'tis been the Lord's mind, 
Il creatures to ule in their kind. 
en for to have pre-eminence, 
q women under obedience : 
ough all women inclined be | / 
have the ſovereignity, 
this lady, who would not reſt 
| ſhe her huſband had ſuppreſt: 

that intent that ſhe might reign 
one to have the governing, 

lies no ways I can commend, 
elumptuouſly which do pretend 
d uſe the office of a king, 

realms take in governing, | 
dwheit they valient be and wight, 

ing in battle like a knight, | 
did proud Pentheſilia, 
e princeſs of Amazona, | | 
mens habit againſt reaſon, 

ewiſe-I think deriſion, 
rince to be effeminate, 
knightly courage deſolate, ' 
glecting his authority, 

rough beaſtly ſenſuality, _ 9 
ompanied both days and nights, 9 
None h women more than yaliant knights, 
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Such kings I diſcommend at all, 
R a 5 of Sardanapal. . x 

C. Father, ſaid I, ſhow me how ang 


The ſucceſſion of Ninus rang ? 
E. That ſhall I do with diligence, 


— 


My ſon, ſaid he ere we po hence: 


Since I have ſhown at thy deſire, 
What may began the firſt empire. 


Now would 1 it were to thee kend, 


Of that empire the fatal end. | 


— 


How King Sardanapalus fie his vicious life, made 


miſerable end. 


33 the conqueror Ninus 


And ſenſual Sardanapalus, 
I can find no ſpecial ſtory, 
Worthy to put in memory. 
Except which I have done deſcrive, 
Of Semiramis, king Ninus' wife, 
But I can find no good at all 


To write of King Sardanapal. + 


Which was the {ix and thirty king 
By line from Ninus deſcending ; 
At length his life for to declare, 


I think it is not neceflar, 


Becauſe that many cunning clerks, 


Have done deſcribe it in their works, 


How he was laſt of Aſſyrians, 
Which had the whole pre-eminence, 
The time of the firſt monarchy, 

In chronicles as thou may'ſt ſee : 
The laſt and the moſt vicious king 
Which in that monarchy did reign, 


That prince was ſo effeminate 


With ſenſual luft intoxicate ; 
He did abhor the company 


Of his moſt noble chivalry, 


That he might have the more delight 
To uſe his beaſtly apetite : 
Convers'd with women night and du, 
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that no man that had him ſeen, ' 
ould judge a man that he had been: 
o he in whoredom and harlotry 

hid keep himſelf. ſo quietly, 

he princes of Aſſyrians 

f him they could get no preſence; 
bus lived he continually, : 
gainſt nature ſo inordinately. 

hen to the Perſe and to the Medes, 
eported was ſuch vicious deeds, 
ith the rulers of Babylon, 

hey did conclude all into one, 

hey would not ſuffer for to reign 
bove them ſuch a vicious king. 

ut Arbaces a duke of Mede, 

le derfly took in hand that deed, 
nd firſt he came. to Nineve | : 
o ſee the king his majelly : 

nd to one of the king's guard, 

e gave a ſecret rich reward, 

o put him in a quiet place, 5 

here he might ſee the king his grace, 

nd be unſeen of any wight, 

ut he ſaw neither king nor knight 

to his majeſty's company, 

x&cept women allanerly, 

nd as a woman he was clad'; 

th women counſelled and led: 

nd ſhamefully he was fitting 

th ſpindle and with rock ſpinning. ' « 
hen Arbaces that fight had ſeen, 

courage roſe up from the ſpleen, 

d thought it ſmall difficult, 

Ir to deprive his majeſty, 

hen raiſed he the Perſians, 

ith Medes and Babylonians; 

armed well with ſpear ant ſhield, 
jumphantly they took the field. 

The king raiſed the Aſſyrians, 

gether with the Chaldeans ; 

d they reſiſted as they might; 

t finally he took the flight, 
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To ſave himſelf in Nineve :' | 

Then ſieged they that great city, 
Continually twelve years and more, 

As writteth famous Diodore, 

Till that the flood of Euphrates 

Aroſe with ſuch a furiouſneſs, 

Where through the molt part of that town, 
By violence was beaten down, 

Then when the king found no remead, 


But to be taken, or to be dead, 


As men defpaired full of ire, 

Caus'd make a furious flaming fire, 
And took his gold and jewels all, 
With ſcepter, crown, and robe royal, 
With all his tender ſervitours, 

That of his corps had greateſt cures, 
Together with bis luſty queens, 

And all his wanton eoncubines, 

And in that fire he did them caſt, 
Then lap bimſelf in at the laſt, . 
Where all were burnt in powder ſmall, 
Thus ended king Sardanapal, 
Without any repentance, | 

As may be ſeen by this ſentence 

© Here following, which he did endite 
Before his death in great deſpite, 
Which is a right ungodly thing, 

As ye may ſee by his diting. 


Epitaphium Sardanapali. | 


© Cum te mortalem noris, preſentibus exple 
„PDeliciis animum, poſt mortem nulla voluptas, 
Et venere, et canis, et plumis Sardanapal}. 


| Now have I ſhown with diligence, 
The monarchy cf the Aſſyrians, 
The which at king Ninus l. gan, 
And ended at this wicked man; 
And did endure withoutten wear, 


A thouſand two hundred and forty year, 


As goth endite Enfebius ; ; 
Read ales and thou ſhalt fiad it thus. ks 
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Of the miſerable 8 of the five cities called 85. 


heir Gomorrah, Sebuim, Segor, and Adama, wita * 
heir whole W | 


ATHER, I pray you to me tell. 
| What noble thing that befel, 
Dur ing the reign of Aſſyrians, 
Vhich had ſo long pre-eminence, , 
mean of other nations, a 
nder their domi nations? 
FE. That muſt be done in terms ſhort, 
did he, as ſtories do report, 
during the firſt monarchy, 
ecame that -woful miſer 
Sodom, Gomorrah, and their region, 
ſcripture doth make mention. 
'hoſe people were ſo ſenſual 
n filthy fin unnatural, 
The which into this vulgar verſo,” 
ly pen abhoreth to rehearſe ; 
ike brutal beaſts ont of their minds, 
jnnaturally abus'd their kinds, 
dy filthy ſtinking lechery, 
ind moſt abominable ſudomy, 
V holy ſcriptures do deſerive. 
that country were cities five, 
Vaich N 55 Sodoma and Gomorrah, 
Poim, Segor and Adama: 
mong them all found there was none 
nde filed, but Lot alone. 
ow Abram dwelt near-hand b 
Vuich prayed for Lot eſfectually 3 
or God made him advertiſement, 
bat he would make lach puniſu meat; 
7 
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To Lot two angels God did ſend, 

4 Him from that fury to defend. 

| When the people of that region — 

. Saw the angels come to the town, 

g Transformed into fair young men, 

They purpoſed them for to ken, 
And abuſe them unnaturally, 
With their foul ſtinking ſodomy. 
. Of that thing Lot was wonder wo, 
And offered them his daughters two, 
Them at their pleaſure for to uſe ; 
But they his daughters did refuſe. 
And then the angels with their might, gy 
"Theſe men deprived of their ſight, 
And ſo perforce left them alone. 
From Lot's lodging when they were gone, 
They him commanded haſtily, 
For to depart from that city : 
"That foul unnatural lechery, 
A vengeance from the heaven did cry, 
The which did move God to ſuch ire. 

4 That from the heaven brimſtone and fire, 

With awful thundring rained down, 

| And did conſume that whole region. 
= Of all that land eſcap'd no more, 

Except Lot and his daughters two. - \ 
His wife was turned into a ſtone, ; 

So wifeleſs was he left alone, 

For ſhe was innobedient, | 

3 And kept not the commandement, 

| - When the angels gave them command, 

- © Soon to depart out of that land, 

YT They charged them under great pain, | f 
Never to look backward again. | 01 
When Lot's wife heard the thundering 
Of flaming fire and lightening, + 

| The woful cries lamentable | 

Oft people moſt epouvantable: 

2 For none of them had force to flee 

She yearn'd that ſorrowful ſight to ſee ; 
And as ſhe turned her anon, 
She was transformed in a ſtone, | 
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There he: W to this day: e ee ef 
ff ber I have no more to TI" 19+ ͤ v 
o ſhow at length I am not able, e 2 Sd 6A. -* 
hat. piteous proceſs Jamentable,” 0 en 

by cities, caſtles, towns and owt,” dt? Mer 
llages, baſtallyes and bow*rs,” 1:4 A 50% K. 
bey were all into pow det driven + : 17 3H, ot n 
brreſts by the roots up rin: 52 19 tt eb 5 
eir king, their queen, their AAAS alt tha © 
dung and old brunt into F F Fe 15 . 
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he children on the nur fes knees. . giert 
ght ſuddenly in an inſtant © 5 „„ WH  - ol 
warily came that t judgement, * Shes 55 Aer HER. 8 
it was in the time. of Noah e eee dene 5 
hen God did all the world Wy, e GA 
id far the ſelf fin f ſodomy,” Pa, 1e e 
d moſt abominab bougery,” ene 14 5 . 0 
at vice at length tor to declare, esa, 
bink it How. not neceſſar- e 04147 geen *. 
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hen all was burnt, fleſh, pot Aud bon D 
4 hills, valleys, ſtocks and ſtones, %% TED YT # «\. Þ 


e country ſank, for to eonteclude, et „ 1 dz | —— 2 
here now there ſtands an b y Hood, 25 1791. 5 - q l 
e which is called the dead Re. 9 n 


Wit to tlie country of Iadie, © e 2 „ 1 e A 
joſe ſinking ſtrands black * 5 ret e e117. ol 
fle wr of it men feels on fa Blk FF 
 Orantius thou mayeſt read bo ua de a 7", I 
that country the length and breed,” r eee 
length fifty miles and . | © {ve e 
| fourteen miles of breaut 2 ar ad a Td ak: 
of his wife was {9 agalf _ Nn * *. ri N - N 
t to a mountain wilt he Fah. e e „ 
ompany be had. 1 no mo, P35 $0; 95 pow br e 
ept his luſty daughters two 175 | be" _ rr 0 g 


by theip Proyocation,- : 850 404 5 * 32 MY 
| = * Ts, er ” 19474 WES ' 
oſes makes narration; AE: 3 I PRs 3 — 
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r The and 8 
e. For the believed in their thought, 
That all the World was gone to dach, 
As it became that nation; 
|. - Thinking that generation... . 
Would "fail, except they e 
Caus d their father with them to FS 1 £1 
And ſo they. found a craſty wile,,. 
6” How they their fatber might beguile, | 
And cauled him to drink wight wine, 
1 Which men to lechery doth incline ; 
= Wen he was full and fallen on ſleep, 
His daughters quietly did creep, 
- lata bis bed full ecretly, - n 
Provoking him with them to ly. BINS 
He knew not how. he was beguil'd, 
Till both his daughters were with child, p 
And bare two ſons in certain, 
They being in that wild mountain, 
Of whom two nations did proceed, 
As in the ſcripture thou may ſt read: 
In the ſcripture thou may ſt ſee 
At length this woefull miſer j. 
This miſery became but wear, PT 
From Noah's flood three thundred year, 
Together with fourſcore and eleven, 
As counteth Carion full even. _ F 
- And after Noah's death [ gueſs, 5 
One and forty years there was: D 
Whey Abraham was of age 1 ween 
Four Goes of years and nineteen, 2 
Then this foul fin of ſodomy 43 
Was puniſhed ſo rigorouſly, - - Is 
Great God preſerve us in our time, 
That-we commit not ſuch a crime, 
Tedious it were for me to ell! 
This monarchy during What befel. 
And wonders that on earth were wrought, . 
Which to my purpoſe longeth as : | 
As how the people of Iſrael, | 
Did long time into Egyp! dwell; n 
And of their great Pie 
Wi heh baren! 8 ee G 
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ad bow Moſes gid them convoy 

brough the Red ſea with meikleg Joy: 
here king Pharaoh meſt miterably - 

Vas drown'd with his huge army: 

nd how that people wandri ing was, -' 
orty- years in the wilderneſs. 
Moſes that time, as I heard ſay, 
Received the law on mount Sinai. 
hat time Joſhua rhrongh Jordan 
Led the people to CAST, | 

There Saul, David and Solomon, 
Vith Hebrew kings wany a one, 
Did richly reign in that ountry, 

nduring this firſt) monarch 7. 
he ſiege of Thebes miſerable, © 

Vhere blood was ſhed incompa! Table 5 

Df noble men. into thoſe days, 
ith other terribte affräy s. 

s how the Greeks 5; rovght ye „gear ce ; 
Upon the e nob! © Trojan 185 | - 

Becauſe that Paris did convoy;; 

ertorce fair Helena to Troy. 

Vhich was king Menclau? Wie, 
here many a thouſand loſt their liſe. 
hat time the valiant Hercules, 
hroughout tlie world did him addreſs, 
Vhere he. did many a doughty de: d, 

V in his ſtory thou may*lt read: | 
ind how through Deiamira his wife, 
his champion. did loſe his! eg FEE ct 

In gaming fire full, furiouſly, 

The death he ſuffered cruelly, 

That time Romus and Romulus 

Did found that tity moſt famous 
Rome (handing in Italy, 

\ ia the ſtory thou mayſt ſee, 

ould thou read Titus Livius, 
hon wouldſt find works wonderdis, 

Viole worthy deeds are well kend, 
\nd-fhall be to the world's end: 

| though they began with cruelty, 
nd Ended with TORS 1 
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1 e The thied B | 
As bew the matter to conclude, e Ft | 
4 Of all ſhedders of guilideſs oo, FB 

I) Greece the ornat poetry, 8 ** 7 

1 Medicine, muſie, aſtronomy, . | 

= During the firſt monarchy. began, "Pp 12 ut 

* By Homerus that fumous man; I ie 

Together with Hedoſius, _ an ls 

As divers authors ſneweth ye. 1 

It were too long to put in rhyme, CCC 4". 

| The books that they wrote in that time. * 

Theſe were the acts principal, © © r ne 

p That monarchy during which befel, - * ee 
As for good Abraham and his ſeed, | 

= JIato the bible thai may'ſt read, 1 n C 
1 How in his time, as I hear tell, Pa | 

f - Began the kingdom V 

Ass t have ſnown to thee before, Be nd 

Wherefore of them 1 ſpeak no more. 2 ri. 

2 A ſhort deſcription of the 2d, 3d and un monarchie « 

4 Aran, ſaid 1, which was the un, 5 te 

— 7 That the next monareliy r Vt ; 

9 E. Cyrus, ſaid he, the king of Perſe, le) 

: As chronicles hath done reheacſeg -  - ta 

Prudent and Fult-of poliey N b1 

$ Began the ſecond monarchy : : Vit 

Por he was the moſt gedly flog, | 8 a'b 

That cler ja Perſe or ede did ah ; 1 * 

58 For ke of his benignity, | | ni 

Heliver'd from 50 f K Phi 

The whole people of | ael, f 

lato the time of Daniel. | 55 les 

” © _ The which had been priſoners C | th 
= In Babylon full ſeventy. years. | nd 

Therefore God of his grace benign, ne n k 

Gave him a divine knowledging, ON th 

= -- Dutlos his time, as 1 hear rk A * 

13 He uſed counſel of Paniel. 0 . | 

= © Carion at length doth ſpeciſy. e in | bd 

Of his marvellous nativity, 15 its 65 148) el 


And of his virtuqus ae ER e 
5 how * ene king, 
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he. 
ith. many other valient.deed;./ + 
into Car ion thou;may!lt, read. 
Vhoſe ſuceeſhon"did endure 
lo the tenth king therefore be ſure. . . 
ut after his great. Sonqueſſing 
icht miſerable was his ending, 4 
; Herodotus doth deſcrive e? 
a Scythia he loſt his life, * * 
yhere the undaunted Scythians 98 
Vanquiſhed the noble Perſians 
nd after that Cyrus was dead, 
Dreen Tomyre hacked off his head, 
Jhich was the queen of Scythians, | 
n deſpite of the Perſians, _ 
She caſt his head for to conclude, 
ato a veſſel full of blood. 
nd faid theſe words right cruelly, -- 
Drink thou thy fill if thou be dry, 
or thou djd*ſt ay fleſt» blooding thirſt,” , ; 
ow drink at leaſure if thou liſt,” 
ter that Cyrus ſucceſſion 5 
If all the world had poſſeſſion, 
lexander with ſword and fire, | 
ttain*d perforce the third empire, 
hich was the king of Macedvn, . 
Vith valient Greeks many a one; 
n battle fell and furious, 5 
anquiſh*d*the mighty Darius. 
Which was the tenth and daſt king, 
Which did after king Cyrus reigu + 8 
for this potent emperor, 
lexander the conqueror, 
thou at length would read his reign,” | 
ind of his cruel conqueſſing, 
u Engliſh tongue, in his grea book, 
t length his life there e may ſt look; 
ow Alexander that potent king, 
as twelve years in his conqueſling ;. 1 
id how for all his great . 34 <a 
e lived but one year in reſt, . | 
Vhen by y his fervant ſecretly, 
e pois ned was. ful PONY: 8 
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To thunder or fire-flaught ine als 4 


A cruel planet, a mortal wiefdy”+. ot, 


Down thringing-people witl-his ſword, -- 
Ganges that moſt famous. flood, 
He mixed with the Indians blood, 


And Euphrates with the blood of Pe: ſe: yt 
Whoſe" cruelty for to rehearſe, + 2! £60 
Aad guiltleſs blood which he did fied, - gb 


Were right abominable to be read, 
Aſter his ſhort proſperity, jj 
He died with great miſer yy. 
It were too long for to be decided, 


How all their realms were divided, 


- 
"v4 


All while that Ce ſar Julius. 1 A T3 


- When he had yanquiſh'd Pompeius, 


Was choſen emperor.and king,” EEE 


Above the Romans for to'retgn- 


That potent prince was the firſt man, 


Which the fourth monarchy. began, 
And had the whole dominion -+_ 

Of every land and region: | 

W hoſe ſucceſſors did reign but weer, 
Over the world many ren ok, ; 
But gentle Julius, alace! 
"os emperor but little pace 
Which I think pity to deplore, 

In five months, and little more: 

By falſe exorbitant treaſon, A 
That prudent prince was added dawn, 
And murdered in the counſel-houſe, 

By cruel Brutus and Caffius . 
After that Julius Was ſlain, '- - 

Did reign the great Otariany + 

Of emperors one of the beſt; 
During his time was peace and reſt, 
Over all the world.in each - Tegiony aN 
As ſtories do make mention 


And eke I make it to thee in, 
F the time of Octavian. 


The Son of God our Lord qeſo, 
Took nee 2 the virgin «a | 48 
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of "the" Mowageny. _ Avant 

od was that time in Bethlem born, fat 25003 112-0 10A 9Y > 
fave mankind that was ſortotn,” uh . | 
; ſcripture makes narration, nm. 
This bleſt incarnation! TT STS 1 90- 
low have I told thee, as I can, alt” ee Et 2 
bow the fourth monarchy began: FFA 
ut in thy mind thou may'ſt conſider, N 9 
ow worldly powers have been but flidder : 995 n 
br all the ir great empifes are gone : 

vu ſeeſt there is no prince money R 
hich hath the whole dominion, *- N 
his time of every region: 9 
C. Father what reaſon had theſe kings, F 
obbers to be of. others reigns, >, 
ut any right and juſt quarrel, be 
here through that they might make bertel, a 
pd common people to down tliring? WITS EM 
o this ſaid I, make anfwering. . 
E. My ſon⸗ faid he, that ſhall be cone, 
beit ean, and that right ſoon; _ 5 | 
heſe monarchies, I underſtand, © T.. | 
eordinate were by command” 2 255 3. ©. 
God the Salvator of all, ho AA 
to downthring, and to make mr! 3 
taunted people r * 
d eke for to be graciobs, 4 | | | i 
them which virtuous were and good, | 
Daniel hath done conclude | 3 
length into his prophecies = 
there ſhall be four monarchies: oo 1 
ſecond chapter thou may'ſt ſce, Ag F 
after the firſt monarchy⸗? r 3 

en Nebuchadonozor king, o 
Image ſaw in his ſlee ping, e atten 3: W 
ch auſtere look both high and bread, N "3 
| of pure fine- gold was his head, c 
breaſt and arms of filyer bright, . x A dog 2 
womb of copper hard and Wight, 5 2 . . ; 
loins and limbs of iron right eng, 5 

feet of clay, iron mixt among. As e ons 4 
Im the mauntain there came a ae?” op 's 2 A „ 
haut mens hands,” a a full + th one, an Fo TEIN 
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Which 65 that fignre's frer did fall, +: 
And dang all down in powder wal. ius 


For under bis- dominion, 
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Of thoſe interpretation, SP % OS 


Doctors do make yarration;' 1 
The head of gold doth figmify, /, 


« Firſt, the Aﬀyrian monarchy- | > 


The ſilver breait they do apples: th bar 
Jo Perfians which: rang ſecendlys - SEAT 


The womb of copper, or of braſs, 
Thirdly, to Greeks prepared was. 
His loins and limbs of iron and ſteel, 


Clerks have them compared well, RE 
> The Romans through their diligence, . + 


Tc have the fourth pre- emiueuce 
Above each other nation, 

By this interpretation, | 
"The mixed feet with iron and clay, Fj 
- Did ſignify the_laiter day, 

When that the-world fliall be- divided, * 
As afterwards ſhall be decided. 9 
So Chriſt is ſignify'd the ſtone, FI" 

_ Whoſe monarchy hall ne'er be gone 4 2 


All princes ſhall be, trodden r Fd 
When that great God omnipotent, 
Comes to his gener al judgment, 

His motarchy ſhall then be 3 

And after ſhall be to tbee ſhowu. 

Aud as the ſcriptures ſhall thee toll, 
How in, the eight of Daniel, : 

He ſaw into his viſion, i E413 

By a plain expoſition, . 


How that the Greeks. ſhould work vengeance 


Upon the Medes and Perſians,, 

© Comparing the Greeks unto a goat, 
With an horn fierce, furious and bot, 
Which killed the rams with horns two, 
Compar'd the. Perſe. and Mede allo... >, 
And ſo by Daniel's prophecies, Ne 


All their great mighty monarchies, 8 5 BY 


The which all other realms. ſurprized, 


T1 The erg? S thay were * * 3K 5 


N ü Menden. 
; he of Titus the Roman, * * TR 
bn and heir to Veſpaſian, 8 N IRE. 
Made him a furious inſtrument n 
To put the Jews to great o 
'bich 1 ſuppoſe, ere I hence fare, 8 
ſhortly that e to e e n ee cat 1445 
| oF ere +T 

df the moſt miſerable nit tertible deſtragtion. of Je. 

ruſalem. b 


"ATHER ſaid I, declare We 
Enduring the fourth monat chy/, i; | 
be moſt infortune that befel ? : | BETSY 
E. My. ſon, ſaid he, that hall Ltell, , EY 
he moſt and manifeſt .miſery- G Mie ve r 
came upon that great city, 1 1% 75 
ruſalem, when it was ret. 5 0% 4 . 
ſtories do make maniſeſt: | . 
at as the ſcripture doth deviſe, +; | 
ruſalem. was deſtroyed twice: | 3 25 
rſt, for their great idolatry, F | 
hich they. committed i in Jewry 3 i 
he honour qught to God along 
hey gave to figures ef _oek or r ſtone : Ertl r wei 
tore Chriſt's incarnation r M 46; gn eo pep ere ge? 
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me this firſt deſolation, 155 5 7; I IEF 
re hundred years fourſcore and ten, 3 ha „ 
chronicles as thou may ſt ken, 5 | 


ww Nebuchadonozor king, . g 
at famous city did down A TU e en 
er king with: people many ne 
ought them all bound to Babylon 
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here they remained-prifoners, 1 
e ſpace of threeſcore and ten [Ones 33-0 44k End if 
chthat firſt deſolation_ + 7 194 PH 4 ( 
[as called, the tragſwigration. TIER"; RS $779 34" | 
4 no man left into their land. \ 
t poor folk labouring with cheir:hands, ei A 1 
| mighty Gyrus king of Ferſe, 10 15 . . n ; 
Daniel hath done rehearſe, > hes E 2667] q! 
as moved. by God for to — "dg e 2 I 
e Rye: where TEE dwelled before. dG = 5. AP 15 | | 
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The Heber 5 


If I neglect I were to blame, 


The laſt lege of Jeruſalem; 
Whoſe ruin was moſt miſerable, 
And for to tell right terrible; Si 
Was never in earth, city, nor town, 
Got ſuch extreme deſtruction. 3) 
The towns of Tyre, Thebe nor Troy 

- They never ſuffer'd half ſuch noy. 

The emperor Veſpaſian, 

He did deviſe that fiege certain, 
There was the propheſy compleat, 
Which Chriſt ſpake on moum ohvet,. 
When he Jeruſalem beheld, is 


[he tears from his eyes diftin d _ TOY 
Seeing by divine preſcience, 5 


The great deſtruction and beigen e 


Which was to come on that city, 


_ His heart was pierced with pity, 


Saying Jeruſalem, if thou knew. 

The great ruin, ſore thou would'ſt rue; 
For ought that I can to thee ſhow 3 20 
The verity thou wilt not know ; 3 


Nor haſt in conſt 3 JOE LOS 1 ; 


Thine holy viſitation: 5 

Thy people will no bay confliibey t: 
Whom gathered I would have togerber- 
As wandt ing ſheep are without herds, _ 
Or as the hen gathereth her birds 


Under her wings right fender, 


Which they refuſed deſpite fully: 
Wherefore ſhall come that dreadful. 7 t 
That no-remedy make you may, 
Thy dimgeons ſhall be dung aſunder. 

80 all the world fnlall at thee: wander, 
Thy temple now moſt triumpant 
Shall be trode down under the land | 
Aud as he ſaid, ſo it be, 37. 
As hereafter I mall thoe tell. 8 


C. Shew me, ſaid , with circumſtances 


The ſpecial cauſe of that miſchaiite '? - 
ZE. Said he, As ſcripture doth conchudey | 
| For.thedding of the een blood - ; 
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Deviſed_his. confuſion, 


0 manner of deriſian, - 
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of the” MONARCHY. ' 94 
df prophets, which God to them-ſent.;\. 
Lid eke becauſe that they miſkent ... '\ _ © 
ſeſus the ſon of God ſovereign, Nair 8 | 
hen he among the; did remain 2 
or all-the miratles that he ſhew, | 
laliciouſiy they him miſknew't- rr 
Tnough- by bis great power divine 


nd ſent their ſervants at the laſt, 2 
nd with ſtrong cords they bound him faſt: 94 
Then ſcourged him both back and fide, 5 
hat none for blood might ſee his hide: 

There was not left a penny broad. 
nwounded from his feet to hedde. 
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bey plate to him a cruel crown 
vt pricking thorns ſharp and long, 
hieh on his beav*nly bead they throng 
[len caus'd him, For the greater lack, . _ + - 
zear his ohn gallows on His back. 
Jo the vile place of Calvary, y,, 
There many a thouſand men might ſce: 
bat innocent they took perforce, e 
ind plate him back ward to the croſs; sj: 
Through feet and hands great nails they urſt, : 


| ll blood abundantly out burſt; _. 
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The water clear he turn'd to wine: 8 
Ind by the ſelf · ſame power and might, - - 
To the blind born he gave the ſiglit; Th, 5 
Ind gave the crooked men their feet, 1 
Ind made the lepers whole compleat, 
e healed all, and rais'd the dead, 
ler held they him at mortal feed, 
Becauſe he ſhnow'd the verity, 4 7 
They did conclude that he ſhould die, 
Che biſhops princes of the prieſts 
They grew ſo bolden in their breaſte, 

The ſcribes. and doctors of the law, 

Df God nor man they ſtood no awe 

Dn Chriſt Jeſus to work vengeance, pee ch T's 
Right ſo the falſe. Phariſians, 
\ {et of feigned religion, 
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Without gru grudgi ng blaiiior'or rx. 
That pain he red patiently F F 


And for augmenting of his: re, de 
They hanged him between two e unn 
Where men might ſee the blobdy ſtramds, 
Which ſprang forth from his feet and hands: 
From thorns thruſted on his head, 1 882 Fi, 
Ran down bullering ſtreams fed: 
In the preſence of many a man, 
That blood · royal on rocks ra... 
Shortly to ſay, that heavenly king 

In extreme dolor there did Nag, 

Till he ſaid conſummatun ,, 
With a loud cry he gave the bei 
When he was dead, they took a dart, 
And pierced that king through the heart, 
From whom there. came water and blood: 
The earth then trembled, to conclude, . 8 
Phoebus did bitle his beams br iger; ts 
That through the world there was no 5 ver 
The great vale of the'templerave,” 2, 7 
Tue dead mearoſe ont of their grove,” 
Aud, in the city did appear. boch 
As ia the ſcripture thou may'ſt hear 1 141 
Then Joſeph of Arimathie. | 
Did bury him right honeſtly, 
But yet he roſe. full gloriouſly, - 
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With his diſciples in certain, * 
Forty days he did remain, 
After to heaven he aſcended,  * 
The Jews nothing their life amended, 
Nor gave no credit to his ſaws; 
As at more length tte. ſtory ſhaws : 75 
But cruelly they did oppr ess 
All men that Chriſt's name did ren os 
And perſecuted many one: 9984 3 
They priſoned both Peter aud John, 
And Stepben they ſtoned ti the eng, 25 5 
From James the lefs they ſtruck the head: 
This Was the caliſe, in NP * 5 
Of their cruel gpniubony: WI” 299 cbt a. 
dent . 
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The prudent Jew Joſepbus ſays, 
at he was preſent in ihoſe . ** 
id in his book makes mention, Sit ki? 
ow after Chriſt's aſcenſion;” |: MH STEP erage, 
e ſpace of two and forty . 234 ttt en 
n theſe cruel mortal wears, 
he ſecond year of Veſpaſian, * ' enen 
hen many täken were and ſlain. 
epbus plainly doth conclude, 
as never ſeen ſuch a mulcitude | 
fore that time in to the town, 
ich came for their confuſion, 
here great infortune fo . | 
all the princes of Iſrael. Saks 
myeen'd againſt the 'time er el 
to return they had no grace. 
de bold Romans with their chieftan, * 
tus the ſon of Veſpalian,'' 1 
eir army over Judea ſpread : © 
ten all men to the city fled, * PER 
lieving there to get relief: 
t all that turn'd to their miſchter: 
je Romans leaped them about 
at by no way they might win out, 
months did that ſiege endure, 
here Joſt, were many creature, 
hich there i in miſery did remain, 
ey were all taken and Lain. 25 
ting the time of this affail,” 
eir meat and drink, and all did fail: 
there was ſuch a multitude, 
at thonſands died for want of food. 
ellity caus'd them eat perforce, 
g cat, and ratton, aſs, and hotſe „ 
h men behov'd to eat their Wh 
en died for hunger manifold: 
h hunger was without -remead, 
e quick behov'd to eat the a 8 


* 


filth of privies many eat, 3 


length their” lives, they Vought ke beer, . 
famous ladies of the town, "6; | 


Kaul of food they felf in Lad bet e 
1 HR 
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„ The third Book 
When they might get no other meat, 
They kill'd their proper bairas to eat: 
| But all nought, de ſpite fully | 
* Their own ſoldiers full 4 eedily, 
” Reft them that fleſh moſt-miſerable, . - ..- 
And they with mourning lamentable 
For extreme hunger yield the ſp'rit. 
There was the propheſy . 2 
As Chriſt before made narration, 


| | The day of his grim paſſion, | ho 3, 
Wen that the ladies for him mourned, 
bg Full pitjouſly to them he turn d. 


1 And faid, Daughters, mourn not for. me, 
| Mourn for your own poſterity : | 
Within ſhort time ſhall come that day, 3 
That men of this city hall ar,, 
When they are trapped in a ſnare; 
I HBleſt be the womb that never bare. 
1 The barren paps then ſhall they bleſs, 
© Fhat doleful day thou ſhalt not miſs. _ 
_ This prophecy it came 5 pals, 
That they cry many Jqũud, alacs! 
Such ſorrowfFul lamentation 
- Was never heard in,that nation: 
Seeing the luſty ladies ſweet, 
* Dying for hunger in the ſtreet : - 
Their huſbands, nor their children, 
"Might give to them no comforting, 
Nor yet relieve them of their e > 
But either dying in others arms, 
After this woful indigenee, _ 
1 Among them roſe ſuch peſtilence, 
Wyherein there died many a hunder, 
| Which to declare it were great Wo Ter. 
And for final concluſion, ; | 
WW - , Theſe warlike walls they did ding down... IM 
= Prince Titus with bis chivalry, | 
| With trumpers ſounding triumphant, - 
ile entered in that great city,  - , 
3 But to deplore I think pit, 5 2 
WW The painful clamour horrible, 8 8 
1 0 N folk moſt miſerable. 1775 
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ere was nought elſe but take and lay | 
or there, might no man win away : - 
be ſtrands of blood ran through the iireer, 
dead folk trodden under feet, | 
Jl widows in the preſs were imoor'd ; 
oung virgins ſhamfully defloor'd, HE | 
e great temple of Solomon, . _— 
ith many a curious carved ſtone, | | .* 
With perfect . on hight, c ee | 
hich were both beautiful and Wight, "4 
gere in rich jewels did abound,” 

They ruſhed rudely to the ground : | 
ad ſet into their furious ire, 
anctum Sanctorum into fire: þ 4} 

nd with extreme coufuſion, r 
uu their great dungeeng they dang down. ä - 
There bruiſed were the golden breaſts 5 1 
df biſhops princes of the prieſts. h * 
There taken was the great vengeance _ 7 
df the falſe ſcribes and phariſiancge : " 
ll thcir painted hypocriſy, © _ | 
That time might make them no A. | " 
Chat day they dol fully repented SY 
Tuat to the death of Chrift conſented 2 ab 
Though it was our ſalvation, 

t was to their damnation. \ e 
The vengeance. for the blood quilts, N 
rom Abel to Zacharias, + : 
That day upon Jeruſalem fell. „ hs, 
but tedious it Were to tell, - F ; 
The great extreme confuſion; 
d of blood ſuch effuſion, _ ES: 
as never ſlain ſo many a man, 4 » 
It one time ſince. the world began: ee | 
The Jews that day got their detire, 
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hich they did aſk into their ire, i 

nd in the ſcripture. is ſpecified, . | ; 

That day when Chriſt was crucified «Ge / ti 
Nhen Ponce Pilare the preſident, _'* ... Fi 
a to them, I am innocent VVV i; 
MO! the juſt blood of Chriſt Je ſus 8 1 
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a 96 | 7 © The third Book 
' And on out generation e . aw; 


They got their-ſupplication 2 -.c ,. 
That day with many a careſul ery, 
Their blood was ſhed abundantly - 
Joſephus writteth in his bock, Ne a. 
His chronicles who lift to look, 


During that cruel fiege certain, Rl Sg 


Were eleven Hundred thouſand flain ;* 
Of priſoners u ere told and fee f 
Four ſcore tliouſand and ſeventeen : 1 
Out of the land they did. e 7 
All me people of Man ode cn; > 3 
And for their great ingraptitdey -- Fn 
They live. yet under ſervitude, 
'Fhere is no Jew in no country, 
Which hath une foot of property, 
Nor never had withortten wear, Ny 
Since this day ſixteen hundred year- 
Nor never ſhall; I to thee, ſhaw,. -- 
Till that they turn to Chriſt's [ſes 
Some ſay, that Jews manifold, 


We e thirty for -a penny folds. 


As Judas ſold the king of Glore, F 5 . . 


For thirty pennies and no more. 
After that many were miſchiev dl, 

When novels paſt how long they liv'd 
Upon their gold, Withoutten doubt, 


They flit their bellies to Tearch it out 2 
The reſt to Egypt they did ſend, 


Prifoners to their lives end. e 
Titus took into his comp 


1 
Great number of the 45 245 1 5 
With him to Rome they led them baynd, 
Then cruelly did chem confound, -. 


His victory for to deeore;- |: > 
And for augmenting of his glore, as 


Cans'd pyt them · into public places, 
Where each man might behold. their faces, 


Then with wild lions eruelly,, -* 8 1 
He eauz'd devour them dalefully. 5: 1 
This high triumpant mighty 1 87 
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K Jecaufe that in ine time of Pa ſch, ee eee ee 
hey erucified the king of Grace. ye ible 
ne have this matter done 500050 e r 
ore ornately chan 1 can write, any 1 


berefore of it 1 ſpeak no more 
Dr ly o as be. loud and FREE 25 ec thy 
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of the ane end of rh Pore e RY 
eſpecially the beginners of the foar monarchies. 4 


OW have 1 done declare at thy-defires, 
As thou demandeſt into terms ſhort, * Kg 9 
ind who began the prineipal empires, ,  , WM 
u chronicles' and ſtories do report 1&7 "31 | 
berefore, . my ſon, I heartily thee exhort, - 
erfectly print in-thy-remembrance, oo oo 
f this  incanſtant. world the variance. 
he princes of theſe four monarchies, ©. - WE 
n their moſt higheſt pomp imperial, V4 
ruſting moſt ſure to be ſet on their ſeas, . 1 7 
ke frandful world gave to them wertal falle, % „ 
or their reward and dark memorials, 1 | 
hough o'er the world they had pre-eminence « . . 
f it they got no other recompence. SF 
For ſuch, like as the ſhow doth melt in May, . 
hrough the reflex. of Phæbus beams bright, 
hefe great empires right ſo are went away: 
one is their glore, their power, and their — + 
ecauſe they were robbers withoutten right, 
\nd blood ſhedders full eruel: ſor. to conclude, | hy A. wh 
fight cruelly: therefore was ſhed their blood KF 
Behold how God ay ſince the world degan 1 
Hath oftentimes. made kings inſtruments 4s | L 
o fcourge people, and to kill many a man, „ 
hich to his law were innobedients:- 
ben they had done, -perſurniſht his intents,” *, EIS 
In daunting wrongous people ſhameſully,.. /, 
He lere them to be: ſcourged cruelly... 
Even as the ſchool maſter doth; make a 8 
o daunt and ding the ſcholars of rude _— 
he Which will not ſtudy at his dommand; 
He Tg 04 ws and only te that fine, 
3. ph n 
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That they odd to his good Sale e al indliti + 
- Then they obey, appeafed is his ire, 
Ile takes the wand, and caſts it in the firs: *> 
God of king Pharoah made an inſtrument, - 
Which was the great king of  Epyptians, » 
His own peculiar, people to torment:: 
That being done he wrought on him vengeance, 
- And let him fall through innobedience ATA 
And finally he with his great army, 
In the Red-ſea was drowned dolefully. 
Right ſo of Neburhadonzor king, 
God made of him a furious inſtrument, 
Jeruſalem and the Jews to down thring. 
When they to God were difobedient : 
Then reft from him his riches and his rent, 
And him transformed in à beaſt brutal, 
Seven years aud more, as writteth Daniel. 
Alexander through pridefull tyranny, 
In years twelve did make his great conqueſt, 
Ay ſhedding ſakeleſs blood full cruelly, 
Till be was king'of kings he tuok no reſt ; 
In all the world When he was full ann 
Ia Babylon mroned triumphantlyj, 
1 poiſon ſtrong deceaſed Vblefully. 
| Duke Hannibal, the ſtrong Carthagenians- 
The daunter of the Roman pomp and glory: 
By his power were many thouſands ſlain, 
As may be read at length ima his ſtory, + 
At Cannos where he Wan the victory, 7 
Of Romans/hanes that dead lay on the ground, 
Three heaped buſhels were of rings found. 
Iuto that mortah battle, I beard lane, 
Of the Romans moſt worthy warriors, 
Attour captains, Were forty troufand ſlain: 
Of whom there was thirty wife ſenators, 
And twenty lords Which had been pretors, 
That died each in defence of their n 
- And for to hold their land at liberty. 
What reward got the eruel chrmpion, 
When he had'flain' fo great a multitude ? 
And when the glaſs of his vain glore Sen,; 
Aa . * * once < 
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his is reward of all ſhedders of blood. 


LY 


or he got ſuch-extreme-Cconfuſion, | 
le kill'd himſelf in drivking ttrong: poiſon. 
Behold the two moſt famous champions, 

hat is to ſay, Julius and Pompey, Ne 
Vhich did conqueſs all earthly regions, 
well many lands, as iſlles into the fea, 
and the town of Rome cans'd them obey; 
or Pumpeius ſubdued the orient, | 
ind Julius Cæſar all the cceident. 

But finally theſe two did ſtrive for Nee 


Vhereby three hundred thouſand men were lain: 


But Pompeius aſter ius great debate. 

le murthered was, the ſtory telleth plain: 
Then Julius was prince aud. ſfovercign, 

ove the whole world emperor and ling; 
But into reſt. ſhort time endur'd his reign. 

For within five months, and little moto, 
midſt the lords into-the council houle, 

le murthered was, What needs: proceſs more, 
; | have ſaid, by Brute and Caſſius. 

f thou would? ft know their deec dolorous, 


hou may'ſt at length go read the Roman ſtory, | 


Vhich hath this matter put in memory. 
Gone is the golden world of Aﬀyrians; 
df whom king Ninus was firſt and pr incipal, _ 
one is the ſilver world ot perfians,- © , 
he copper world of Greeks now thrall, | 
he world of iron, which was the laft of all, 
ompared to the Romans in their glore, 1 
Ire gone right ſo, I bear of them no more; 
Now in the world of iron mixt with clay, 
$ Daniel at length hath done inditeec, 
he great empires are molten clean away: 
ow is the world of dolor and deſpite, o 
ſee nought elſe but trouble infinite.: 7 
hereſore, my ſon, I make it to thee lend, & 


H 
his world, I worz is drawing to an ene 
Tokens of death, hunger and peſtHlente,' 5. 7 
ith cruel wars both by ſea and lan? 
calm agaihſt realm with mortal violence, T7 21 
0 12 8 laſt day even at hñand. 4 f 
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*- Wherefore; my fon, be in thy faith conſtant, 
© Riifing thy heart to God to ery for, grace, 
Aud mend thy life whilſt thou haſt __ and ſpace, 


ol the firſt spiritual and Papat. e 


3 SATH x u, is there no prince reignand, - 

1 Which lath the world naw At — . 
x As had the king of Aſſy rians, 

q. . Perſe, Greeks, or the Romans, 


_ Who hath now dominion - . ** 
T Of every land and regiun? N | 

| Fa E. There is no prince, my on, faid ne, | Df 
| That hath the principal monarchy | = T7 
1 Above the world univerſal, . * 
0 With whole power imperial, . a 
As Alexander dr Darius . * Th 

Or as had Cæſar Julius, | MRS, 
- For orient and occident, ', | K e 


Were all to them obedient,” | 
Notwithſtaneing 1 find one king, 


Wich into Europe n v doth reign, © V1 

That is the potent prince of Rome, . n' 1 

Empiring oer all chriſtendom, - i 

To whom no prince may be compare, al 

A s canon law can declare. Fe Pc 
All princes of the occident, q 


Are to his grace vbedient. - Th fp 
For he hath whole power compleat, 2 2 
Both of the body and the ſp'rit, 

Which never had no prince before, 
Except the mighty king of glore, 
To Chriſt he is the great lieutenand, 
In holy Peter's ſeat fittand: 
Zo he is of all kings king, "4 
Wwich iato Europe now doth teig 
Ad as the Roman emperors, +2 
Having the world under their cures, 8 
Had princes, kuiglits, and —_—_— 
- -, Rulers into alt regions, + 
__ Upholding their autborley, RR i 
„ ang Oy: Cr , 
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tente, 1 
light ſo this potent pope ol Rome, „ Ig 1 


be ſovereign king of chriſtendom, _ | Wir 
Hath int o every country, "HLH r 
His princes of great gravity. n 
n ſome country his cardinals, , | 5 EM 
n their moſt precious apparels, * hs 5 
ich- biſnops, biſhops thou * lee, 3 
defending his authority ; T 
Vith other potent patriarchs. TH e 
olleges fall of cunning clerks ; 1 
wbots and priors, as ye ken, be bs „ 
liſrulers of his religious men. 13 N 8 
Officials with their procurators, * i 
Vhoſe longſome laws ſpoils the poots, SS SE alc” = 
Irch-deans,” and deans of dignity, yr, 
reat dactors of divinity ,, ,; 4/4 t 7 | 
Their chanters and their ſacriſſanss | 
Their theſaurers and their Tobdeane Tre HS F 
egions of prieſts ſeculars.; vis 3 22 
| 


* 


Parſons, vicars, monks and friers, Way * 
Vf divers orders many one, | * 
Vhich longſome were to expone z 3 
n ſundry habits as ye r | At h 
ering from other chr iſtian men, FE 
air ladies of religion, N <7; wy 
rofeſſed in every region, - 7, | | 
alle hermits faſhon'dAike the friers: nn 
roud pariſh>clerks and pardonee es. 1 
heir grynters and their Os: 6 — 

ith their temporal courtiſan ????? 4 bl 
aus al} the world by. fand and ſeas... G - 
b ſanQitude they do obe, bo otiot wary _ 
lot only his ſpiritual kingdom, al oe SIT" = 
but the great emperor of Rome. 1 
nd kings of every region, Bai Tk rotat her 37 ito 9 
hat day when they receive, the crown N A 
hey make 6ath of fidelity, e en 16, 40); 1 
0 defend his avthorlLy 4. | 5 Ur M tt r 
loreover; with humble reverence, 1 ant — i, 
bey make to him obedjence,, oo Oo ok! | 
themſelyes, or atnbafſadors, CCC ! 
Tn other ornate orators : SO COOGEE EAI. AI. — 
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— WJ 
6 Fd * 


3 third 1 * 
Who dd gainft and his wajeſty,. | * 
s laws or yet lis liberty, _ 
"Dr holds any opiniori 
Contrair his great dominion, © 

Either by way of deeds or words, | 
Are put to death by fire: and ſwords, - *. 
Saint Peter ſtiled was Sanctus, | 
But he is called Sanctiſſimus | 
His ſtyle at length if thou v ould' ſt knaw, = 

Thou muſt go look the eanon law, 

Both in the ſixth of Clementine, 

His ſtately ſtyle there may be ſeen, - 

There thou ſhalt find, read if thou can, 

How he is neither God nor man. 2 ; 
C. What is he then, by your judgment? 
E. Said he: Methinks him Aero 

Far from our ſoveraign Lord Jeſus, 

And to his kind contrarious ; — 

For Chriſt was natural God and man. 
C. If he be neither, what is he than? 
E. The canon law, my fon, ſaid de, TS, 

That queſtion will declare to thee, K 

It doth trafiſcend my rude engine, 

His ſanctitude for to define: 

Or to ſhow the authority, | 

_ Pertaining to His majeſty, 

80 great a prince where ſhalt thou 60, | 

That ſpiritually may looſe or bind; © 
Nor by whom fins are forgi iven, 

Be they with his diſciples ſhriven ? 
Whomever he binds'with his might, 
They bounden are in God's fight : 
Whome ver he looſes on earth here down 

Are looſed by God in his region. 

As he is prince of Purgatory, e 
Delivering ſouls from pain to glory: 
Of- that dark dungeon, withomten doubt, 23 
Whome'er he pleaſeth he takes out. 0s 

_ Our ſecret ſins every year, 

We muſt ſhow to ſome prieſt or frier, 
And take their abſolution, 
Or elſe get no remiſſion: 
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50 by this did they clean ly ken, 

he ſeerets of all ſecular men. 

heir ſecrets we know not at all, 
Thus we are to them bound and N 
Whate*cr their miniſters commands 

luſt be obey*d without, demands. 

herefore, my ſon, -I ſay to thee, 
Chis is a marvellous monarchy, 

Vhich hath power imperial, 
Both of the body and the ſoul. 

C. Father, ſaid I, declare to me 

ho did begin this 'monarchie'? 

E. Said he, Chriſt Jeſus, God and man, 5 
That _— graciouſly began, | 

ot by fire, nor by. the ſword, 1 
but by the virtue of his word, 
Ind left into his teſtament 

any a devote document, | 
Vith his ſucceſſors to be uſed, _  * 
hough many of them be now abuſed ; 
or Peter and Paul, with all the reſt 
f their brethren, made manifeſt ” 
be law of God with true intent, * 
reaching the Old and New Teſtament. 
hey led their lives in poverty, 
jevyotion and true humility... » 

did their Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, 

nd were not half ſo glorious 

their ſucceſſors now in R 

mpyring d'er all chtitendbgs... | 

ter the death of Peter and Paul, 

nd of Chriſt's true diſciples all, 0 

ir ſucceſſors within few years, 

at more length the ſtory bears, 

ight cruelly came to the hel bu | 

om ſpiritual life to temporal right. 


&s | 


C. Father, ere we paſs further more, 
hen did begin their temporal glore? _ 
E. My ſon, ſaid be, thou'lt ane 
e eber a Pope got a > Brat 


vo and thirty great Popes of Rome, 58 
ceiv*d the .crown of ITT 3 W 
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Bur not the threefold disdemn?! „ 
To wear three crowns ey rhought grear ne, 
- Till Sylveſter the confeffor, . 


From Conſtantine the emperor, 4r 8 8 3 
Receiv'd the realm of ltaly,”. _ 12 > n 
"Right ſo-of-Rome the great A f 
That was the root of their ri chess, 252 5 | 


Then ſprang the well of: wealthineſs,/- 
When that the Pope Was made a bing, 
All princes bow'd at his bidding. 

This act was done withoutten wear, 


Frem Chriſt's death three hundred 2 755 3% - _ 
Then lady Seriſualiry, * | 1797 1913-7 5; ' Wh: 
Took lodging in that great city, Wa 20 d 
Where ſhe kalppe hath done remain, | wah, 542 0 
- As the ir on lady ſoveraign. e 5 oF | 
There kings! info all nations 
Made prieſts great foundations E 


They thought great merit and N $6. 
To counterteit the emperorz oo 1 RP 
As did David of Scotland DR 1 i 
The which did found during his re OE ST 41 11 
Fificen abbeys with tempo tel fands 
Withoutten tithes and offeratids 2 ie 63; - -e 
By whole holy ſimplicity, * 1 e eee 
le left the crown in Fayemy,* #1 0 tHe 
Now have I ſhown thee, as I can. 
How this temporal empire began, | 3: 1817-457 | 
Aſcending up ay g rer by 8 e 
Above the emperor's majef „ 
So when they got among hel hands, N 
Of Italy all the emperor's lands, n 
After that into each ceun t 2 
Feen up their remporality, 7 & 2 
ith ſuch great riches and ſuch We 1 
That they gan to be veglügent, N 
In making midiſtration 362 5 [LO TS 
To Chrilt's true congregation,” ET 354 2 11% 
- And took no mare pain in their Nee N 
And far leſs travel in their e R 
Changing their ſpiditualicy |- N n A 1 
Bo” a Cal | DIY" er 711 5 
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C. Father, think ye that they are ſure, 
ut their empire ſhall long endure ? 
E. Appearantly it may be kend, 
id he, their glore ſhall heaven end: 
mean their temporal monarchy, 
all turn into humility : , 
rough God's word, without debate, 
bey ſhall turn to their firſt eſtate, 
in Daniel's prophecy appears, 
tereto ſhall not be many years, 
beit Chriſt's faith ſhall never fail, 
t more and more it ſhall.prevail, 
bough Chriſt's true congregation 
fers great tribulation. 
C. Father, ſaid I, by what reaſon, 
bink ye their empire ſhould come down, 
nſidering their pre-eminence ? 
E. Said he, for diſobedience, 
bufing the commandement 
hich Chriſt left in his teſtament, 
ing their own tradition, 
ntrair Chriſt's inſtitution : 
r Chriſt in his laſt convention, 
e day of his aſcenſion, 
o his diſciples gave command, 
hat they ſhould paſs to every land, 
o teach and preach with true intent, 
s-law and his commandement, 
other office he to them gave; 
did not bid them ſeek or crave, 
ps, preſents, nor offerands, | 
or yet lordſhips, nor temporal lands: 
It now it may be heard and ſeen, 2 
ith with thine ears, and eke thine een, 
dy prelates now in every land 
kke little cure of Chriſt's command ; 
ther into their deeds nor ſaws; 
glecting their own canon laws; 
ing themſelves contrarious, | 
r the moſt part to Chriſt Jeſus. 
1ſt thought no ſhame to be a preacher, 
d to all people of truth a teacher: 
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- A a biſhop, a cardinal, 
TG teach and * will not be thrall. 
They ſend forth friers to teach for them, 
Which makes the people mock them for ſhame, 
Chriſt would not be a temporal king, 
Richly into no realm to reign, 
But fled temporal authority, 
As in the ſcripture thou may ſt ſee, 
All men may know how popes reigns 
In dignity above all kings, 
As well of temporality, 
As into ſpirituality. 
Thou may'ſt ſee by experience, 
The pope's princely pre-eminence, 
In chronicles if thou liſt to look, 
How Carion writes in his book, 
A notable narration, +. 
The year of our ſalvation, 
Eleven hundred and fix and fifty, 
Pope Alexander preſumptuouſly, 
Which was the third pope of that name, 
Frederick the emperor he did defame, 
In Venice that triumphant town, 
That noble emperor he caus'd lay down 
Upon his womb with ſhame and lack, 
Then trod his feet upon his neck, 
In token of obedience: 
There he ſhews his pre- eminence, 
And caus'd his clergy for to ſing 
Theſe words hereafter following ; 
Super aſpidem et baſiliſcum ambulabis, 
Et conculcabis leenem et draconem, That! 
Thou ſhalt walk upon the adder and cocatrice, 
And thou ſhalt tread down the lion and dragon. 
Then ſaid the humble emperur, | 
I do to Peter this honour. : 
The pope anſwerd with words wroth, 
Thou ſhalt me honour and Peter both. 
Chriſt for to ſhew his humble ſp'rit, 
Did waſh his poor diſciptes feet : 
The pope's holineſs, I wis, 2 
Will ſuffer kings their feet to kiſs, 
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-ds had tlie ir neſts, and tods their dens, 
it Chriſt Jeſus Saver of men, | 
earth had not a penny-bread, 

hereon he might repoſe his head: 
beit the pope's excellence 
Iath caſtles of magnificence : 

bots, biſhops, cardinals, . 
ve pleaſant palaces royals, 

ike paradiſe all theſe pleaſant places, 
Vanting no pleaſure of their faces, 
ohn, Andrew, James, Peter nor Paul, 
ad few houſes among them all: 

rom time they knew the verity, 

hey had contemn all proſperity : 
Ind were right heartily content 
df meat and drink, and abuliment. 

o fave mankind that was forlorn, 

riſt bare a cruel crown of thorn. 

he pope three crowns for the nons, 
If gold, powder'd with precious ſtones ; 
df gold and ſilver, I am ſure, 

hriſt Jeſus took but little cure, 

nd left not when he yeild the ſp'rit 

o buy himſelf a winding ſheet : 
ut his ſucceſſor good pope John, 

hen he deceaſed in Avignon, 

e left behind him a treaſure, 
f gold and filver great meaſure, 
y a juſt computation, | 

Vell five and twenty million, 

is doth endite Palmerus : 
dead him, and thou ſhalt find it thus. 
briſt's diſciples were well known, 
Through virtue which was to them ſhewn; 
ut *ſpecially fervent charity, 

reat patience and humility. _ 

he pope's flocks in all regions, 

re beſt known by their clipped crowns. 
hriſt he did honour matrimony 
into Cana of Galilee, 

There he by his power divine, 
Did turn the water into wine : 
K 2 


The third Book © "op; 
And eke he chus'd ſome married men 
'To be his ſervants, as ye ken. 


And Peter during all his life, 
He thought no {in to have a wife. 


"Ye ſhall not find in no paſſage, 


Where Chriſt forbiddeth marriage, 
But lawful for each man to marry ' 


Which lacks the gift of chaſtity. 


The Pope hath made the contrair laws 
In his kingdom, as all men knaws : 


None of his prieſts dar marry wives, 


Under the pain even of their lives: 
Thovgh ihey had concubins fifteen, 
Juto that calc they are o'erſeen, 
What chaſtity they keep in Rome, 
Is well known o'er all Chriſtendom, 
Chriſt did ſhew his obedience, 


- Unto the emperor's excellence, 


And cauſed Peter for to pay 
Tribute to Czlar for them tway. 


Paul bids us be obedient 


* 
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To kings as the moſt excellent: 

When that his ſanctitude ſereen 

Did crown Hendry the emperor, 

I think he did him ſmall honour, 
For with his hand he did him crown, 
Then with his feet the crown cait down 


© Saying, I have authority . 


Men to exalt to dignity, 
And to make emperors and kings, 


And then deprive them of their reigns. 


Peter by mine opinion, 

Did never uſe ſuch dominion : 

Appearantly by my judgment, 

This pope read ne'er the New Teſtament : 
If he had learned at that lore, 

He had refuled ſuch vain-glore ; 


As Barnabas, Peter and Paul, 


And right ſo Chriſt's diſciples all. 
The good captain Cornelius, 
When ſaint Peter came to his louſe,, «+ 


* 


2 


of the MONARCHY» 


ro worſhip him fell at his ſeet ; 
But Saint Peter with humble fp'r.t, 
did riſe him up with diligence, 
Ind did refuſe ſuch reverence. 
tight ſo ſaint John the evangeliſt, 
The angel's feet he would have kiſt, 
nd he refuſed ſuch honour, 
daying, I am but ſervitor, 
ind eke thy fellow and thy brother: 
ive glory to God, and to none other. 
Ind likewiſe Barnabas and Paul, 
duch honour did refuſe at all, 5 
n Lyſtra where they wrought great works : 
he prieſts of Jupiter and his clerks, 
nd all the people with their advice, 
ould have made to them ſacrifice ; 
f which they were ſo diſcontent, 
hat they their cloathing rave and rent, 
ind Paul among them rudely ran, 
Saying, I am a mortal man: 
ive glore to God of kings King, 
hat made heaven, earth, and every thing, 
ince Peter and John vain-glore refus'd ? 
With popes why ſhould vain-glore be us'd ? 
Peter, Andrew, John, James, and Paul, 
And Chriſt's true diſciples all, 
By God's word their faith defended ; _ 
To burn and ſcald they ne*er pretended, 
The pope defends his traditions, 
By flaming fire without remiſhons : 
Albeit men break the law divine, 
They are not pur to ſo great pine, 
For whoredom, nor idolatry, 
For inceſt, nor adultery ; 
Or when young virgins are defloor'd, 
For ſuch things men are not abhor'd : 
But who that eats fleſh into Lent, 
Are terribly put to torment; 
And if a prieſt happen to marry, 
They do him baniſh, curſe and wary, 
Though it be not againſt the law 
Of God, as men may clearly knaw. 
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My lord biſhop right reverent, 


Above the potent emperor. - 


For why he hath no other pine, 


Some perſon þath at his command. = 


Als they have great prerogatives, . | 
That * may part ay with their wives, 


Between theſe two what difference been, 
By faithful folk it may be ſeen. 

Such antitheſes many mo, | 

I might declare, which I let go : 

Bur give me leave for to compile, 

Of each-order the ſtately ſtile ; 

The lilly nuns will think great ſhame, 
Except they called be, madam ; 

The pocr prieſt thinks he gets no right, 
Be he not ſtiled like a knight, 

And called, Sir, before his name, 

As Sir Thomas, and Sir William, 

All monks, as ye may hear and ſee, 
Are called deans for dignity 3 

Albeit his mother milk the cow, 

He muſt be called dean Andrew, 

Dean Peter, dean Paul, dean Robert: 
With Chriſt they take a painful part, 
With double clothing from the cold, 
Eating and drinking when they would: 
With curious countring in the queer; 
God knows if they buy heav'n ſull dear, 
My lord abbet right reverent, 

Ay marſhall'd upmoſt at the table : 


Sits above earls in parliament. 
And cardinals during their reigns, 
Fellows to princes and to kings; 
The pope exalted in honour, / 


The proud parſon I think truly, 
He leads his life right luſtily; 


But take the tythes and ſpend rhem e: 
But he as oblig*d by reaſon 
To preach unto his pariſhon ; ' 


Thovgh they lack preaching meer, by 
He will not lack a peck of bear: .- _ 


The wanton wenches of the land : 


Witheut 
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wont divorce or fummoning, .. , N 
en take another without wedding. 
me would think it a luſty life. 
when he liſts to change a wife, 43 
take another of more beauty; 78 
t ſeculars lack that liberty, 
e which are bound in marriage. 
they like rams into their rage, 12. 
piſled, run among the ews ; | | 
long as nature in them grows; 
eke the vicar, as I trow, 
will not fail to take a cow, 
1 upmoſt cloth, though babes them ban, 
om a poor filly huſband-man, 
hen that he lieth for to die, 
wing ſmall children two or three; 
at hath three kine withoutten ma, 
e vicar muſt have one of tha, 
th the grey cloke that haps the bed, 
beit that he be poorly cled: 
id if his wife die on the morn, 
ough all the babes ſhould be forlorn, 
e other cow he cleeks away, 
ith the poor coat of raploch gray ; f 
dif within two years or three, 
e eldeſt child happen to die, 
the third cow he will be ſure. 
hen he them hath all under cure, 
d father and mother both are dead, 
g muſt the babes without remead : 
ty hold the corps at the kirk-ſtile, 
d there it muſt remain a while, 
| they get ſufficient ſoverty, 
their church right and duty. 
en comes to the land lord perforce, 
d cleeks to him an hired horſe. 
or labourers would theſe laws were down, 
hich never founded was by reaſon. 
eard them ſay under conſeſſion, 
at law was brother to oppreſſion. 
lon, I have ſhewn as I can, 
the fiſth monarchy began, 


it Whoſe 
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Whoſe great empire for to report 
At length the time been all too ſhort, 


A ſhort deſcription of the court of Rome. 


FATHER, ſaid I, what rule keep they in Rome, 
Which hath ſpiritual dominion, | 

And monarchy above all Chriſtendom ? 
Shew me, I make you ſupplication. 

E. My ſon, would I make true narration, 
Said he, to Peter and Paul tho* they ſucceed, 
I think they prove not that into their deed, 

For Peter, Andrew and John, were fiſhers fine: 
Of men and women to the Chriſtian faith: 
But they have ſpread their net with hook and line, 
On rents, riches, gold and other graith: 
Such ſiſhing to negle ct they will be laith, 
For why they have fiſhed overthart ſtranès, 
A great part truly of all temporal lands, 

With the tenth part of all goods moveable, 

For the upholding of their dignities: 

So been their fiſhing very profitable, 
On the dry land as well as on the ſeas: 
Their berry water they ſpread o'er all countries, 
And with their hoſe- net daily drawn to Rome, 
The moſt fine gold that is in Chriſtendom, 

I dare well ſay, within this fifty years, 
Rome hath received forth of this region, _ 
For bulls and benefices which they buy full dear, 
That might full well have payed a king's ranſom, 
But were I worthy for to wear a crown, 
Prieſts ſhould no more our ſubſtance to conſume. 
Sending yearly ſo great riches to Rome. 

Into their tramel-net they fang'd a fiſh 
More than a whale, worthy of memory, 
Of whom they had many a dainty diſh, 
By which they are exalted to great glory, 
That marvellous monſter called Purgatory : 
Albeit to us it be not amiable, 
It hath to them been very profitable. 
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Let they that fruitful fiſh eſcape their net, 
or which they have ſo great commodities : 

more fat fiſh I truſt they ſhall not get, | 
Tho! they ſhopld ſearch out thro? the ocean ſeas : 
dien, the daily dolorous dirigies. 
ily poor prieſts may ſing with hearts full ſorry, 
ack they that painful palace Purgatory. 
arewell monkry, with chanon, nun and frier, 
las, they will be lightlied in all lands. 
owls will no more be known in church or queer, 

et they that fruitful fiſh eſcape their hands. N 
coinſel you to bind him faſt in bands, | 
for Peter, Andrew, nor John, could ne'er get 
o profitable fiſh into their net, 
Their merchandiſe into all nations, . 
5 printed lead, their wax, and their parchment, 
beir pardons. and their diſpenſations, | 
They do exceed ſome temporal prince's rent, 
1 ſuch traffic they are not negligent : 
bene fice they make great merchandiſe, 
rough Simony, which they hold little vice. 
Chritt did command Peter to feed his ſheep, 
Ind ſo he did feed them full tenderly ; 
If that command they take but little keep, 
but Chriſt's ſheep they {poll pitecully, 
nd with the wool they clothe them curiouſly 
ke greedy wolves they take of them their food, 
hey eat the fleſh and drink both milk and blood. 
For their office, they ſerve but little hire; 
think fuch paſtors are not worth to prile, 
hich cannot guide their ſheep about the mire, 
ey are ſo buſy in their merchandiſe : 
hough Peter was porter of paradiſe, - 
hat pleaſant paſſage craſtily they cloſe, 
hrough them right few gets entreſs, I ſuppoſe. 
Chriſt Jeſus ſaid, as Matthew doth report, 
Vo be to ſcribes and to Phariſiance, 

he which did cloſe of paradiſe the port : 
Vf them we have the ſame experience, 
0 enter there they make {mall diligence; 
hey take ſuch care of temporal buſineſs, N 
ht ſo from us they ſtop the plain entreſs. 
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The ſpiritual keys that Chriſt to Peter gave, 
Their colour with ſmoke and ruſt are faded: 
Unexercis'd they hold them in their neeve: 
Of that oſſice they ſerve to be derided, 
With God's word, except that they amend it, 
Opening the port which long time had been cloſed, 
That we may enter them, and be rejoiced, 
- Contrair to Chriſt's inſtitution, 
To them that die in habit of a frier, 
Rome hath them granted full remiſſion, 
To paſs to heaven ſtraightway withoutten wear, 
Which been in Seotland uſed many a year. 
Is there ſuch virtue in a frier's hood, , 
I think in vain Chriſt Jeſus ſhed his blood, 
Would God, the pope who hath pre eminence. 
With advice of his councils general, 
That they would make their debtful diligence, 
That Chriſt's laws might be keeped over all, 
And truly preached both to great and ſmall : 
And give to them ſpiritual authority, 
Which can perfectly ſhew forth the verity. 
_ Who cannot preach a prieſt ſhould not be named, 
As may be proved by the law divine: OF 
And by the canon law they are defamed. 
That takes prieſt-hpod but only to that fine ; 
To all virtue they ſhould their hearts incline, 
In ſpecial to preach with true intents, 
And miniſter the needful ſacraments, 

As for their monks, their canons and their friers, 
And luſty ladies of religion, 
] know not whereunto their office eſſe irs: 
But men may ſee their great abuſion ; 
They are not like, into concluſion, | 
Neither into their words, nor by their warks, 
To the apoſtles, prophets, nor patriarchs. 

If preſently theſe prelates cannot preach. 
Then let each biſhop have a ſuffragan. 
Of ſucceſſor who can the people teach, 
On their experces yearly to remain, 
To cauſe the people from their vice refrain : 
And when a prelate happens to deceaſe, 
Then put a perfect preacher ig his place. 
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Do they not ſo, on them ſhall ly the charge, 
ring unable men authority, 1 
; who would make a fteers-man to a barge, 
one blind born, which can no danger ſee ; 
fthat-ſhip drown, for ſooth I ſay for me, 
ho gave the ſteers- man ſuch commiſſions, 
ould of the ſhip' make reſtitution. ; 
The human law that are contrarious, 
nd not conforming to the law divine, 
hey ſhould expell, and hold them odious, 
hen they percive them come to no good fine, 
nvented but for ſenſual mens engine; 
that law which forbiddeth marriage, 
auſing young clerks burn into luſt's rage. 
Full hard it is chaſtity to obſerve, 
ithout great grace and abſtinence. 
ito our fleſh ay reigneth till we ſtarve, 
hat firſt original fin, concupiſcence, 
Vhich we through Adam's diſobedience 
ave done incur, and ſhall endure for ever. 
ill that our ſoul and body death diſſe ver. 
Wherefore made God of marriage the band 
Wo paradiſe, as ſcripture doth record. 
n Galilee right ſo 1 underſtand, _ 
as marriage honoured by Chriſt our Lord : 
did law and new thereto they do concord. 
think, for me, better that they had ſleeped, 
han to have made a law, and never keeped. 
Took not Chriſt Jeſus his humanity 
f a virgin in marriage contratted, 
nd of her fleſh clad his divinity ? : 
hy have they done this bleſſed bond dejected 
their kingdom? would God it were corrected, 
hat young prelates might marry luſty wives, 
nd not in ſenſual luſt to lead their lives. 
Did not Chriſt chuſe of honeſt married men 
is well as they had keeped chaſtity, 
or to be his diſciples, as ye ken, 
s in the. ſcripture clearly thou may*ſt ſee ? 
hey keeped ſtill their wives with honeſty : 
Peter and his ſpouſed brethren all, 
dblerved chaſtiry matrimonial. 
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How ſome ſhould riſe in the latter age, 
That far from the true faith ſhould depart and fall, 
And ſome forbid the bond- of e 4 5 
Als thou ſhalt find into that ſame paſlage, ; 
They ſhall command from meats to abſtain, 
Which God create his people to ſuſtain. 
But ſince the pope, our ſpiritual prince and king, 
He doth o'erſee ſuch vices manifeſt, | 
And in his kingdom ſuffers for to reign, 
The men by whom the verity is ſuppreſt : 
I excuſe not himſelf more than the reſt. 
Alas, how ſhould we members be well uſed,- 
When thus our ſpiritual heads are abuſed ! 
That famous ancient doctor Avicen, 
Says, When ill rheum deſcendeth from the head, 
Into the members genders meekle pain, | 
Except there be made haſtily remead, 
When the, cold humour doth therefrom proceed, 
In ſinews it cauſeth arthritica, | 
Right ſo into the hands Chiragra. 
Of maladies'it genders many mo, 
Except men get tome lovereign preſerve, 
As in his thing Seratica paſſin, | 
And in the breaſt ſometimes the ſtrong caterve, 
Which cauſeth men right haſtily to ſtarve : 
And Podagra right dificile for to cure 
In mens feet, which long time doth endure. 
So to this moſt triumphant court-of Rome, 
This ſimilitude I may full well compare, 
Which hath been heir-ſhip'o'er all Chriſtendom, 
And to the world an evil examplar, | 
That ſometimes was lead - ſtar and luminar, 
And the moſt ſapient ſeat of ſanctitude, 
And now, alas! bare of beautitude. 
Their kingdom may be called Babylon, 
Which ſumetimes was a bright Jeruſalem, 
As plainly meaneth the 2potile John. 
Their moſt famous city hath loſt the fame ; 
Inhabiters thereof their noble uam. | | 
For why they have of ſaints the habitacle,  . 
To Simon Magus made a tabernacle. 
A horrible vall of every kind of vice, 4 
Wat i Wap. TT a | | A loatly 
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loathy loch of ſtinking lechery, | 
curſed cave, corrupted with covetice, . ' . , 
order d about with pride and Simony ß 
me ſay, a ciſtern full of Sodomy : . 
hoſe vice in ſpecial, if I would declare, NN 
were enough for to perturb the air. 7 

In truth the whole Chriſtian religion, — 
rough them is ſcandalized and oltended: : 
cannot fail, but their abuſion, 773 n 
tefore the throne of God it is aſcended.. 4. . 
dread, but doubt, except that they amend is 
he plagu es of John-his Revelation, ys 
hall fall upon their generation. Ty 
O Lord, who haſt the heart of every king 
nto thine hand, I make thee ſupplication,,, | 2 mp 
onvert that court, that of thy grace 2 0 — 
hey would make general refor mation 2 
Imong themſelves in every nation, 

hat they may be an holy examplar 18 Fan," a 
0 us thy poor laick common popular. 1 V 
Hungred, alas! for want of ſp'ritual food, | | 
ecauſe from us is hid the veritÿj : 

prince, that ſhed for us thy precious blood, | 
indle in us the fire of charity, | Ke 
nd fave us from eternal miſer e, 
ow labouring in thy church bt RING ne nie 

bat we may come to wo 2 gr tra pant. 
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laking mention of the Death: ot Antichriſt of the | 
General Judgment, &c, \ With an ae by 
EXPERIENCE to the COURTEOUR, 1 | 
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RUDENT father Experience, . 
Since you of your bene volen ee. 
Ah cauſed me for to conſider, , © © 
ow "OR mp and Bre been ider, f | | 
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. The fourth BO 
By divers ſtories miſerable, ' 
Which to rehearſe been lamentadle, - 
Yet ere ſhe paſs out of this vale, | 
I pray you give me your counſel, | / 
What ſhall 1 do in time coming, 

To have the. glore everlaſting ? 

E. My on, ſaid he, ſet thine intent 
To keep the Lord's commandement : 3 
And preſs thee not to climb o'er high 
To no worldly authorlty. 

Who in this world do moſt rejoice, 
Are fardeſt ay from their purpole. 
Wouldſt thou leave worldly vanities. 

And think on four extremities, 

Which are to come, and that ſhortly, 

Thou wonldſt never fin wilfully : 
Print theſe four ia thy memory, 4 
Death, the hell, and heav'n's glory, 
And extreme judgment general,” 
Where thou muſt render a count of all: 
Thou ſhalt not fail to be content, 

Of quiet life and ſober rent, 
Conlidering'no man can be ſure 
In earth one hour for to — : 
So all worldly proſperi 4 

Is mixed with great milery, - 
Were thou emperor of Aſia, 
King of Europe and Africa, 


" Great dominator of the ſea ; 


And though the heavens did thee obey, 
All fiſhes {wiming in the ſtrand, 

ll beaſts and fowls at thy command ; 
Concluding thou Wert king o'er all, 
Under the heavens imperial, 

Ja that moſt high authority, 

Thou ſhouldſt find leaſt tranquillity, 
Example of king Solomon, 

More precious life had never none x 
Sech riches with ſo great pleaſure, 


Had never king nor emperor, 


With moſt profound intelligence, 
d lorer- ene | 


e 
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lis pleaſant havitations, „ Es.) , 

ecelled her nations. ; : 

ardens and parks for harts a nahe, 

hunks with fiſhes of divers kinds; 

loſt profound maſters of mulic, 

That in the world was none them like; 

ich trealure of gold apd precious ſtones, | 

n earth had never king at once. 

e had ſeven hundred lutty queens, 

ad three huntlred fair concubines 3 

In earth there was nothing pleatand: 

ontrarious to his command: PR 

et all his great proſperity, 7775 

He thought it vain and vanity, 

nd never found repoſe compleat, . 

ſithout affliction of the ſp*ri_. | 

C. Father, ſaid I, it, marvels me, 

Fe having ſuch proſperity, . 

With ſo great riches above meaſure, 

He had not infinite pleaſure.” ; ** 
E. My ſon, ſaid he, if thou would know, 

The verity I ſhall thee ſhow; bh xs + 

There is no worldly thing at 1%. 1 

May ſatisfy a man's faul 3 

For it is ſo inſatiable, » , 4; 

That heaven and earth may.not be ab e 

A ſoul alone for to- content, 

Till it ſee God Omni potent. 

Was never none, nor never ſhall be 

Satiate, that ſight till that he ſee. 

Wherefore, my-ſon, ſet not thy cure, 

In earth where nothing can be 1 * 

Except the death allanerly, ARDS. 

Which follows men conticually z..;  - © 

Therefore, my ſon, remember 63 | 

Within ffart time that thou muſt die, 

Not knowing when, how, or in what e,, 

hut as it pleaſeth the King of Grace. 


Of DEATH. e en | 
. better moſt wiſerable, 3 Fry 130 f 3 (49S 
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The dreadful dragon with his darts, 
Ay ready for to pearce the hearts 
Of every creature on life: | 
Contrair whoſe r e may no man ſtrive, 

Of dolent death this fore ſentence, 

Was given through diſobedience 
Of our parents; alas! therefore, 
As I have done declare before, 
How they and their poſterity, 
Were all condemned for to dy. 
Albeit the fleſh to death be thral, 
God hath the ſoul made immortal, 
And fv of his benignity, | 
Hath mixt his juſtice with mercy : 
Therefore call to remberance, 

Of this falſe world the variance, 
How we like pilgrims even and morrow, 
Are travelling through this vale of ſorrow, 
Sometime in vain proſperity, | t 
And ſometime in great miſery. 2 

Sometime in bliſs ſometime in bail 
Sometime right ſick, and ſometime hail. 
Sometime full rich, and ſometime poor ; 

- Wherefore, my ſon, take little cure, 

Neither of great proſperity, —_ 

Nor yet of greater mifery; 

But pleaſant life, and hard miſchance, 

. Ponder them both iu one balarce, 

Conſidering none other authority: 
Riches, witdom, nor dignity, ' 

Empire of realms; beauty, nor ſtrength, 
May not one day our Hves length 3 

Since we are ſure that we muͤſt die, | 
Farewell all vain felicit ee 
Greatly it doth dr Af my rng, r 
Of dolent death the Vivers Kftid. 
Though death'th Every'miireſorts, 

Yet ſtrikes he into fundry forts; © 
Some by hot fevers, violence, 

Some by contagious peſtilence. | 
Some by juſtice execution, 


ar Hor 
Been put to death Without FemiſMion,"* 
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une banged, ſome do: loſe their beads, | 
ame hurt, ſome ſodden into leads: 
and ſome for their unlawful acts | 
re rent and riven on the rack; 
home are diſſolved by puiſon,, 
zome in night are murdec'd down; 
dome falls into phreneſy, 
dome dies into hy dropiſy. 
ad other ſtrange infirmities 
herein many a thauſand dies, 
hich human nature doth abhor ; . 
in the gout, gravel aud gore, 
dome in the flux and fever quartan, . 
But ay the hour of death's m.ceitaing . . 
dome are diſſolved ſuddenly, | | 
y catbarre or apoplexy, _ 
Some do deſtroy theirſeif, and alſo 
As Hannibal and wife Cato. | 
By thunder death doth ſome. conſume, | 
As. he did the third king of Rome, 
alled Tullus Hoſtilius, | 
; writeth great Valerius; 
For he and his houſhold at once, | 
Were burnt by thunder, fleſh, and bones. 
Some dieth by extreme exceſs 
Of joy, as Valerio doth expreſs, :. 
Some by extreme melancholy, _ 
Will die but other malad y. | 
Ia chronicles thou may?{t well ken, 
How many hundred thouſand men 
Are ſlaim ſince firit the world began + 
In battle, and how many a man 
Upon the ſeas do loſe their lives, 
Wien that ſhips upon the roucks-1ives; 
Though ſome die naturally through age, 
Far more die raving in a rage. 
Happy is he the which hath ſpace, 
At his laſt honr to cry for grace. 
Albeit death be abominable, 
I think it ſhonld be comfortable 
To them of the faithful number, 
for they depart from care and camber,”. 
L 3 3 'Frim 
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| l fourth "Book 


From trouble, travel, ſturt, and brite, F 


To joy and everlaſting life. 
Polidorus Virgilius, N 
To that effect he writeth tlius :: 


* 


In Thrace, When any child was born, 
The ir kin and friends was them before, 


With dolent lamentation, 


For the great tribulation, 
Calamity, cumber and cure, 
That they on earth are to endure: ; 


But at their death and burying, 


4 


They make great joy and eum 
That they have paſt from , 

To reſt the great felicity. | 
Since death been final concluſion, 
What avails worldly proviſion, _ 
When wiſdom may not countermand, 
Nor ſtrength the ſtout may not gainfland, | 
Ten thouſaud miJſions of treaſure, _ 
May not prolong thy life une hour: 
After whoſe dolent departing, ; 
Thy ſpirit ſhall but trarrying, 
Straightway to joy ineſtimable, 

Or to ſtrong pain intolerable, 

Thy vile corrupted carion, 

Shall turn to putrifaction, 

And ſo remain in powder ſmall, 

Unto the judgment general. 


A ſhort Deſeription of the Antichriſt. 


| GE91, 1, Father, I hear men ſay, 
That thexe ſhall riſe before that day, 


Which ye call general judgment, 

A wicked man from ſatan ſent, 

And contrary the Jlaw- of Chriſt, 
Called the cruel Amichriſt; 

And ſome ſays, that miſchievous man 


Neſcend ſhall of the tribe of Dan, 


— 


That ſhould be born in Babylon, 


The which deceive thall many one, 


- 


ul hissicean. 


whdels ſhall of every art, | 
With that falſe prophet take a part: 5 8 
and how Enoch and Elias, 
Shall preach againſt that falſe Meſſias: 
But finally his falſe doCtrine, 
And he, ſhall be put to ruin ; 
But neither by the fire nor ſword, 
But by the virtue of God's word : 
And if this be of verity, 
The ſooth I pray. you thew to me ? 
E. My ſon, ſaid he, as writeth John, 
There ſhall not be a man alone, 
Having that name in ſpecial ; 
But Antichrifts in general 
Have been, and now are many one ; 
And right ſo in the time of John, 
Were Antichriſts as himfelf {zys, 
As preſently now in theſe days, 
Are right many withoutten doubt, 
Were their falſe laws well ſought out: 
Who was' a greater Aatichrilt, - 
And more contrarious to Chriit, 
han the falſe prophet Mahomet, 
bich his curſt laws made fo fweet ? 
„ Turky yet they are oblery'd, 
here through the hell ire bath deſery'd 
ll Turky, Saracens and Jew's, 
nt in the Son of God not trows, 
ue Antichriſts I thee declare, 
decauſe to Chriſt they are contrair, 
aniel ſays in his prophecies, 
hat after theſe great monarchies 
hall riſe a marvcllous potent kin 
hich with a ſhameful face ſhall reign, 
Mighty and wiſe in dark ſpeakings. 
ind proſperous in all pleulant things: 
rough his falſhood and craſtinels, . 
ie ſhall low into wealthineſs, 
Ihe godly people He ſhall nay 
bv crnel death, ud them deſtroy.;. 
Ihe King of kings ſhall him gainſtand, 
Fen. be deſtroyed hatten hand. 
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144 Thi ae 9 
Paul ſays, before the Lord's coming, 
That there ſhall be a departing, . 


And that man of iniquity, 
To all men he ſhall open be 4 


Which ſhall ſit on the holy ſear, 
Contrary God to niake debate; 

But that ſon of petdition 

Shall be put to confuſion, . 

By power of the Holy Sp'rit, 

When he his time hath done compleat. 
Believe not that in time comiag, 

A greater Artichrift ſhall reign 

Than there hath been, an4.preſently-. 
Are now, as clerks can efpy : 

Ther efote my will is that thou knaw,.. 

VW ha:e'er they be that make the law, 
Though they be called Chriſtian men, 
By natural reaſon thou may'ſt ken, 
Be they never of ſo great valor, 
Pope, cardinal, king, or * 
Extolling their traditions - 

Above Chrilt's inſtitutions, | 
Making laws contrair to Chr ub; 
He is a very Antichriſt, 

And who doth fortify or defend - 
Such law, I make it to the kend, 
Be he a pope, emperor, king, or queen, 
Great ſorrow ſhall on him be {een 

Ar Chriſt his extreme judgment, 
Except in time they du repent. |, 7 


* 


A ſhort Remembrance of the moſt terrible day e 
. a 


C. F \Ather, ſaid I hh your licence, 
Siftce you have ſuch experience, 
Yer one thing at you would 1 ſpear, 
When {hall this dreadful day appear, 
Which you call judgment general, 
What tbings before that day ſhall fall? 
Where ſhall appear that dreadful judge ? 
Or bow ay 4 taulters get refuge ? 
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Z. Said he, As to thy firſt n a 
can make no ſolution, 

herefore perturb not thine intent, | 8 
o know the day, hour, or moment; 5 

o God alone the day is known, /.. a 
Vhich never was to angels ſne wn: * 

beit by divers conjectures, _— * 

nd principal expoſitures, | 

f Daniel and his prophecy, . — 
nd by the ſentence of Elie, 5 | 
hich have declared as they can, 5 
ow long is't ſince the world began: 
Ind for to ſhew have done their cure, 
ow long they truſt it ſhall endure ; 
Ind cke how many ages been, 

in their works it may be ſeen, 

hut to declare theſe queſtions, 

here are divers opinions, 

„me writers have the world divided 

1 fix ages, as been decided, | 
nto Faſciewlis temporum, E457 675 . 
nd Chronica chronicerum m | 

Ind by the ſentence Elie 

ſhe world divided is in three, 

3 cunning maſter Carion, 

ah made plain expoſitipn, 

ow Elie ſays withouren wears, | 

[te world ſhall laſt fix thouſand years: | 
f whom I follow the ſentence, | = 
nd let the other books go hence, | 
rom the creation-of Adam, 2 25 ts 
Iwo thouſand years to Abrabam, $61 i ht 
From Abraham, by this narration, - | | 1 

0 Chriſt his incarnationn, | TIO be 

ght ſo hath been two thouſand years, 'F 3 
I by their prophecies appears: 11 $ 

om Chriſt, as they make to us kend, * „ aig” 

Wo thouland years to the world's end, \ 


7 j 


which are by-gone, as 1'ween, 4 
thouſand, ſix hundred ten; and thirt een, 6 
* lo remains to come but wear, 
5 ce ed threeſcore and eighteen year, N 
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126 The fourth Book 
And then the. God Omnipotent, 
Shall come to his great judgment, 


Chriſt ſays, the time ſhall be made ſhort, 


As Matthew plainly doth report, 
That for the worlds iniquity, 

The latter time ſhalt ſhort'ned be: 
For pleaſure of the choſen number, 


That they may paſs from care and cumber.- 


So by this count it may be kend, 
The world is drawing near an end: 
For legions are come, no doubt, 

Of Antichriſts were they ſought ou 
And many tckens do appear, 

As after ſhorrly thon ſhak hear 

How that Saint jerome doth indite, 
That he hath read in Hebrew write, 
Of fifteen things in-fpecial, 
Before that judgment general: 

Of ſome ot them I take no cure, 
Which I find not in the ſeripture. 

A part of them though I declare, 
Firſt, I will to the ſcripture. fare: 


Chriſt ſays, before that day of doom, 


There ſhall be ſigns in ſun and moon 3 
The ſun ſhall hide his beams bright, 


So that the moon ſhall give no light :- 
The gliſtering ſtars by mens judgment, 


Shall fall forth ofthe firmament. 
Of theſe ſigns. ere we further gone, 
Some mortal ſenſe we will expone, 
As cunning clerks have oft declar'd, 
Aud have the ſun and moon compar'd, 
The, ſun to the ſtate. ſpiritual, 

The moon to, princes temporal, 
Right ſo the ſtars they do compare, 
Fo laick commoa popular, | 

Phe moon and ſtars have no light, 
But the reflex.of Phoebus bright; 

So when the ſun of light is dark, 


The moon and ſtars muſt needs be mirk;- 


Right ſo when paſtors ſpit ituals, 
Popes, biſhops, and cardinals, 
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z their beginning ſhews great light, 
je temporal ſtare was ruled right: 
But now alas! it is not fo ; * 
cir ſhining lamps been long ago, 
heir radious beams are turn'd to reek, 
For now in earth nothing they ſeek, 
Except riches and dignity, 
Following their ſenſuality. 
Many prelates are now r-iznand ; 
he which no more do underſtand 
Vhat doth pertain to their office, 
an they can kindie fire with ice. 
Vo be to popes, I ſay for me, 
hat ſuffers ſuch enormity, | 
hat ignorant worldly creatures 
Should in the church have any cures. 
No marvel thought the people ſlide, | 
Fhen they have blind men to their guide: 
or a prelate that cannot preach, 
Nor God's law to people teach, 
Elay compares them in his wark, 
o a dumb dog that cannot bark: 
nd Chritt him calleth in, bis grief, 
wit like a murtherer or thief, 
be cunning Doctor Auguſtine, 
o wolves and devils doth them define. 
he canon law duth them defame, 
nat of a prclate bears the name, 
ind will not preach the divine laws, 
5 the decrees plainly ſhaws, 
But thoſe that have authority, 
o provide ſpiritval dignity, 
light, if hey pleaſed to take pain, 
auſe them light all their lamps again; 
But ne'er, alas ! that is not done, 
d dark*ned been both fun and maon. 
Vere Kings lives well declared, 
he which are to the moon compared, 
Men might conſider their (tate, 
From charity degenerate, 
think they ſhould think meikle fhar1e * 
V1 Chriſt for to take their ſurname : 
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They live not like to Chriſtians, © | & 
Bnt more like Turks or Pagans. - 11 8. 
Turks contrair Turks make little wear, 
But Chriſtian princes take no ſea, 
Which ſhould agree as brother with brother ; 
But now each one dings down another : 
I know no reaſonable cauſe wherefore, 
Except pride, covetice, and vain-glore: 
The emperor moves his ordinance ; 
Contrair the potent king of France, 
And France right ſo with great rigour, 
Contrair his Friend the emperor z | 
| And right ſo France againſt England, 
| And England againſt Scotland, 
And eke the Scots with all their might, 
Do fight for to defend their right. 
' Between the realms of Albion, 
_ Where battles have been many one, 
13 \ Can be made no affinity, | 
Nor yet no conſanguinity ? 
Nor by no way they can conſider, 
'T hat they may have no peace together: 
I dread theſe wars make no ending, 
Till they be b&h under one king. | 
Though Chriſt the fovereign king of grace, 
- Left in his teſtament love and peace, 
Our kings from war will not refrain, 
Till there be many a thouſand flain : 
Great damage made by ſea and land, - 
As all the world may underſtand. 5 
C. Father, I think that temporal kings 
May fight for to defend their reigns ; 
For I have ſeen the ſpiritual ſtate 1 
Make war, their rights for to debate. 
I faw Pope Julius manſully, 
Paſs to the field triumphantly, 
With a right awful ordinance, » * 
Contrair Lewis the king of France; 
And for to do him more deſpite, 
He did his region interdite. 5 
E. My ſon, ſaid he, as I ſuppoſe, 
That belongs well to our purpaſe. 
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ef the MONARCHY, 

w ſun and moon are both denude, 
Flight, as clerks do concluddee 
mparing them, as you heard tell, 
ſpiritual ſtate and-temiporal. , 

d common people. have deſpaired, 
Thich to the ſtars have been compared. 
ick people follow ay their heads, 
xd ſpecially into their deeds, 

e moſt part of religion 

en turned to abuſion. 

hat doth avail religious weeds, 

hen they are contrair to their deeds, 
hat holineſs is there within 

wolf clad in a wedder's ſkin ? 

by theſe tokens doth appear, 

e day of judgment draweth near. 

Now let us leave this mortal ſenſe, 
oceeding to our purpole hence, 

nd of this matter ſpeak no more, 
grinning where we left before. 

je ſcripture ſays, after theſe ſigns, 

all be ſeen many marvellons things, 
en ſhall riſe tribulations 

earth, and great mutations, 

well here under, as above, 

ſhen power of the heavens fſhall move, 
uch cruel wars ſhall be ere than, 

Jas never ſince the world began: 

ie which ſhall cauſe great indigence, 

$ dearth hunger and peſtilence : 

he horrible Bund of the ſea, 

he people ſhall perturb and flee - 
rome ſays, it ſhall riſe on height 

doye the mountain by mens ſight: 

it it ſhall not ſpread o'er the land, 

it like a wall ſhall ſtraight upſtand, 
ben ſettle down again 10 low, 

lat no man ſhall the waters know : 
eat whales ſhall rumiſh, rout and rair, 
boſe ſound redound ſhall in the air, 
ll fiſh monſters marvellous, | 

all cry with ſounds odious, . , - 
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130 Die fourth Be 
That men ſhall wither on the eird, 
And weeping wary ſhall their wierd, 


With loud alas, and wail-away, 
That e'er they liv'd to fee that day, 


V 


And ſpecially thoſe that dwelling be, 


Upon the the coaſts of the ſea. © 


- Right ſo, as Jeromie. concludes, 


Shall be ſeen ferlies on the floods: 
The ſea with moving marvelous, 


Shall burn with flames furious: itn 
Right ſo ſhall burn fountains and flood, 


And herbs and trees ſhall ſweer like. blood- 
Fowls ſhall fall out of the air, 
Wild-beaſts to the plain repair, 

And in their manner make their. moan, 


_ Howling with many a griefly groan. 


The bodies of the dead creatures, 
Appear ſhall on their ſepulchres: 5 
Then ſhall both men, women and bairng, 

Come crying forth of dark caverns, 


Wuere they for dead were hid before, 
Wh ſighs and ſobs, and heart full ſore; 


Wandring about as thy were wood, 
Affam iſhed for fault of food: 
None may make other comforting, 
Bat double grief and lamenting. [1 
What may they do but weep and wonder, 
When they ſee rocks {fake all aſunder, 
Through trembling, of earth and quaking, 
Of ſorrow then ſhall be no flaking, 
They that are living in thofe days, 
May tell of terrible affrays. 
Then riches, rents, and great treaſure, 
That time may do them jimall pleaſure; 
But when ſuch wonders do appear, 
Men may be ſure that day draws near. 
The juſt men ſhall paſs to the glore, 
Unjuſt to pain for evermore. - 

2 Father, ſaid I, we daily read 
An article into our Creed, | 


Say ing, that Chriſt Omnipotent, - 
Into that general judgment, 
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hall judge both quick and dead alſo ; 28 
ſherefore declare me ere | go, 

there ſhall any man or wife, 

That day be founded upon life? 

FE. Said be, as to that queſtion, 

hall make ſure-jolution : 

de ſcripture plainly doth expone. 

ſhen all tokens are come and gone, 

et many an hundred thouſand men, 
That ſelf-ſame day ſhall be livand, 

beit there ſhall no creature, 

either of day nor hour be fare: 

jor Chriſt ſhall come fo ſuddenly, 
[hat no man ſhall the time eſpy, 
it was in the time of Noah, 

hen God did all the world deſtroy ; 
me in the field ſhall be laboring, 

me in the temple marrying, 

me before judges making plea, 
Ind ſome men failing on the ſea : 

hoſe that be on the field going, 
hall not return te their lodging: 
ho been upon the houſe above, 
all not have leiſure to removes 

vo ſhall be in the mill grinding, 
hich ſhall be taken without warning, 
ie one to everlaſting glore, 

le other loſt for evermore. 

wo ſhall be lying in one bed, 

be one to pleaſure ſhall be led, 

e other ſnall be leſt alone, 
Jeeping with many a grievous grone.. 
dſo, my ſon, thou may'ſt well trow, 
ie world ſhall be as it is now, 

ie people uſing buſineſs, 

holy ſcripture doth expreſs. + 
ice no man knows the hour or day, 
e ſeripture bids us watch and pray, 
d for our ſins be penitent | 
Chriſt would come incontinent. 
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HEN all thoſe tzkens are brought to an end 
VV Then ſhall the Son of Ged deſcend ! 
As fire-flaughts baſtily glancing, 


Deſcend ſhall the great heavenly King, 
As Phcebus in the orient 

Lightneth in haſte the occident, 

So pleaſantly he ſhall appear, 
Among the heavenly clouds clear, 
With great power and majeſtie, 
Above the country cf Indie; 

As clerks have concluded haill, 
Direct above the luſty vale - 

Of Joſophat, and mount Olivet, 

All prophecy there ſhall be compleat, 
The angels of the orders nine, 


* . Environ fhall the throne divine, 


With humble adoration, 
Making him miniſtration 2 
In his preſence there ſhall be born 

The ſign of croſs, and crown of thorn, 


\ 


| - Pilate and nails, ſcourges and ſpears, 


With every thing that did him dear, 


The time of his ru paſſion, 
And for our con 


olation, 4 
Appear ſhall in his hands and feet, 


And in his ſide the print compleat 
Of his five wounds precious, 


Shinning like rubies radious, 

To reprobats confuſion : 

And for final conclufion, 

He ſitting in his tribunal, 

With great power imperial, 

Then Fall an angel blow a blaſt, _. 
Which ſhall make all the world agaſt, 


With hideous voice and vehement, 
©< Riſe up dead folk, come to judgment.“ 
With that all reaſonable creature, | 


That,ever was formed by nature, 
\\ f 7 


Tae Manner how Chriſt ſhall come to his Judgmes 


of the Monancary. 
tall ſuddenly riſe up at once. 08 
Conjoin'd with ſoul, fleſh blood and bones. 
That terrible trumpet, I hear tell, 1 
&2ll be heard in heaven, earth and hell : „ n 
Thoſe that were drowned in the ſea, 
That boiſterous blaſt they ſhall obey. 
Wherever the body buried was, 
All ſhall be found into that place, 
angels ſhalpaſs in the four airts % £107't 
Of eartk, and bring them from all parts, - * 


And with an inſtant diligence, 0 
Preſent them to his excellence. © v4 

$zint Jerome thought continually LORE = 

On this judgment ſo ardently ; | 

He ſaid, whether I eat vr drink, 1 n 

Or wake, cr ſleep, forſooth 1 think, 

That terrible trumpet lixe à bell, Me e N 


&o quickly in mine ears doth knell, 

& inſtantly as it were preſent :. 

' Riſe up, dead folk, come to jadgment.“ 
If aint Jerome took ſuch affray, 5 


Alas ! What ſhall. we finners ſay. þ : 
All thoſe that ſhall be found alive, | 
Then ſhall immortal be belive: 4 
And in the twinkling of an eye, 2 
With fire they ſhall trandated be,. 4 
And never for to die again, f 4 
As divine ſcripture ſhoweth plain: % 
As ready both for pain and glore, _ a bt 
As they which died long time before, * 
ome authors ſay, they ſhall appear rye 
In age of three and thirty year, 3 


Whether they die young or old, be ar 
Whoſe great number may not be told. f 
That day ſhall not be miſt one man, | | I 
Which was born ſince the world began. "1557" 
The angels ſhall tbem ſeparate 
& doth an herd, ſheep from the goat,, 
And thoſe that be of Belial's band, - 
Trembling upon the earth ſhalt ſtand, 
On the left hand of that great Judge, 

du dot eſperance to get refuge; _ 
503 . M 2. | "I 
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But theſe that are ee eee 


Shall from the earth be eleyate: 


And that moſt happy company, 
Shall ordered be triumphantly, - 


At the right hand of Chriſt our King, , 


High in the air with loud loving. 


Full gloriouſly there ſhall-compear, 


More bright than Phoebus in his ſphere. | 
The virgin Mary queen of queens, - | 


With many a thouſand of virgins. 


The fathers of the Old Teſtament, 


Which were to God obedient, 
Father Adam {hall them convoy, 


With Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah ; - 
Abraham with. all his faithful warks, 
With all the prudent patr iarchs: 

John the Baptiſt ſhall there compear, 


The principal and laſt meſfenger, 


Which came but half a year before 
The coming of the king of glore, 
Moſes and Eſais honorable, | 
With all true prophets yenerable. 


David with all the faithful kings, 


Which virtuouſly did rule their reigns, 
The noble chiftain Joſue. | 
With gentle Judas Maccabe, |, 

With many a noble champion, 

Which in their time with great renown 
Manfully to their lives end, 

The law of God they did defend. 
With Eve that day ſhall be preſent, 
The ladies of the Old Teſtament ; | 
Deborah, Adam's daughter dear, 
With four moſt luſty ladies clear, 

W hich kept were in the ark with Noah. 


Sara and Keturah with j joy, 


The which to Abraham wives been, 
With good Rebecca there ſhall be ſeen. 
The pradent wives of Iſraeel, 


_ Good Leah, and the fair Rachel, 


With judith, Heſter and Suſanna, 
And the right ſaplent * e. 
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There ſhall compear Peter and Paul, 
With Chriſt his good diſciples all. 
Laurence and Steven with their bleſt hand, 
Of martyrs mo than ten thonſand, 
Gregory, Ambroſe and Auguſtin, 
With confeſſors, a tt jumphant train; 
With faint Francis and Benedick, 
Saint Bernard, and ſaint Dominick, 
With ſmall number of monks and friers, 
Of Carmelites and Cordeliers, 
That for the love of Chriſt only, 
Renounc'd the world unfeignedly : 
With Elizabeth and Anpa, 215 
All good wives ſhall compear that day. 
The bleſt and holy Magdalen, 
That day before her ſovereign, 
Right pleaſamily he ſhall preſent, 
All finners that were penitent, | 
Which of their guilt here aſked grace, 
In heaven with her ſhall have a place. 
But wo be to that bailful band, of 9 
Which ſhall ſtand low at bis left hand ; 
Wo then to kings and emperors, x 
That were unrighteous conquerors, 
for their glore and particular good, Viss 
Caus'd ſhed ſo meikle ſakeleſs blood, 
Both ſcepter, crown, and robe royal, 
That day they ſhall make count of all, 
And for their crue] tyranny, 
Shall puniſht be perpetually, 
Ye lords and barons more and leſs, 
That your poor tenants did oppreſs, SW. 
dy great girſum and double mail, | ” i 
More than your lands were avail, 

Vith ſore exorbitant carriage, 
With merchets of their marriage, 

ormented both in peace and wear, THE 
th burdens more they can bear, , 
ve they have payed to you their mai. 
nd to the prieſt the tiends bail. 
ind when the land again is ſown, | 
hat reſts behind 1 would were known, 
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Except vo ave if them no. puy, ! 


o be to pvt-iic »ppreſſors, 


For making of that image Bell, 


Falſe judges with their advocates. 
- There ſhall our ſenators of the ſeſſiop, 


I truſt, they and their poor houſehold, 


The: 
May tell of nuch hunger and cold, 


Wit! 
Offic 
Chal. 
The 
Opp 
Tur 
Whi 
bre 
Tha 
Tha 
Wit 
No 

But 
Wi 
Or 

Th: 
No! 
le 

per 


I der 4d you hal! get no 1nercys 1 : 
That day when Chriſt Omnipotent, 
Ot mes to bis gen ral judgment. 


Ts tyrants and to tranſgreſſors, 

Jo murthcrers and common thieves, 
That did not mend their great AWE 
Fornicators and uſurers, 

Common poblic adulterers, 

All perverſe wicked heretics, 

All falſe deceitful ſchiſmatics, 

All ſhall be preſent in that place, 

With many lamentable alas: 

The curſt Cain that ne'er was good, 
With all ſhedders of ſakeleſs blood, 
Nimrod the founder of Babylon, 

With falfe idolaters many one, 

Ninus the king of Aﬀyria, | : 
With great dole ſhall compear that day, 
Which firſt invented imagery, 
Where through came great idolatry, 


That day his hire ſhalll be in hell. 


The great oppreflor Pharoah, i bl 
That tyrant emperor Nero W 
Shall with them curſt king 'Herod brii E Tt 
With many other care ful ox 1. 18 . W 


The cruel king Antiochue, 
Wich the moſt furious Oliſermus, 
Great oppreſſors of Iſrael,” © 
That day their hire ſhall be in hell. 
With 3 ſhall compear a clan 
Of falle traitors to God and man. 
There ſhall compeat of every land, 
With Ponce Pilate a-bailful band 
Of temporal and ſpiritual ſtates,” 


Of * * faults make clear — a 
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There ſhall be ſeen the fraudful nien,: > 6th 0 
With ſherriffs, provoſt, and of bailie :? 
Officials with their conſiſtory ane d 0 ö 
hall make count of their wrongous warks, 
They and their perverſe procutors, 149 
Opprefſors both of rich and poors, SO, 
Through dilatours full of falſe deceit, t 41577 en 
Which many one eaus'd beg their meat. 1 
breat dole that day to judges been, tens 
That comes not with their conſcience clean. = 
That day ſhall paſs by peremptors 
Without cautel, or dilators z 7 1 0 | | 
* duplicandam nor triplicandum,. : | 8 

but ſhortly paſs to [intentiandum, ET EY | 

Without: continuations N 7 * 
Or any applications? . 
That ſentence ſhall not be rotated, | 
Nor with no man of law: debated. . 
je labourers of ſea and lands,” 
perfect craftſmen and rich merchands, 
Leave your deceits and crafty wiles, [1 
Which Gly ſimple folk beguiles | 74 
Make recompence here as ye may, fray? 
Remembring on that dreadful day. 
With Mahomet ſhall compear tio MD 
Of Antichriſts and hideous rout. 
Bihhop Annas and Cajaphas, + 
With them in company ſhall paſs. 
The {crit e; and falſe phariſiens, | 
Which wrought on Chrilt: great violenee, + 
With many a Turk and Saracen, 
With great ſorrow their-ſhall be ſeen, 0 
Popes with their traditions, 


Contrair Chriſts inſtitutions, | . 
With many a cowl and clipped crown, BY 


Which Chriſts laws hath, beaten down: | | of 
And would not ſuffer for to preach | V 1 
The verity, nor the people teach, N 4 

but la ick men put to great torment, 

Which uſed Chriſt his teſtament. F 

All kings and queens there ſhall be wenn 7% N 

The which luch laws do defend. 
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To that court ſhall come many one 

Of that black byke of Babylon, | 

The innocent blood that day ſhall cry. 

A loud vengeance full-piteonſly, 

On theſe cruel bloody butchers 

Of martyrs, prophe s and preachers : '- 

Some with the fire, fome with the domed; 

When plainly preached God his word, 

That day they ſhall rewarded be, 

Conform -to their iniquity. - 

The Sodomites and Gomorrhance, 

On whom God wrought ſo great vengeance, 

With Corah, Dathan and Abiron, - 

With their afliſtants many one: 

The holy ſcriptures will thee tell, 

How they ſank down all to the hell, 

With Simon Magus ſhall reſort, 

Of proud prieſts a ſhamefnl ſort, 

The ſelf-ſame day there ſhall be ſeen, 

Many a cruel careful queen; 

Queen Semiramis king Ninus' wife, 

A tyger full of ſturt and ſtrife, 

Together with queen Jezebal, 

Which was covetous.and cruel. 

The faſe deceitful Delila, 

With cruel queen Clytemneſtra, | 

The which did murder in the night, 

Agamemnon both wiſe and wight, 

The which was her W rd, 

As Greek ſtories do record: 

With cruel queens many one; 

Which longſome were for to expone. 

Le wamton ladies and burgeſs wives,” 

Tust now for ſideſt tails ſtrives. 
Flapping rhe filth among your feet, 

NMiſing the duſt in the ſtreet, 

That day for all your pomp and pride, 
Your tails ſhall not your hips hide, 

Theſe vanities ye ſhall repent, 

Unleſs that ye be penitent. 

Which Pythoniſſa, 1 hear tell, 

Which raiſed the ſpirit of Semüel, 
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t day with her. there {hall reſort. 
If rank ,w itches a {orroWfl lors 1664 
ronght from all part many a mile, 
rom Savoy, A hol and Argyle, 
nd from the rynds of een 
ith a woful Wail- away. 
le brethren of religion, 
time leave your abuſion, 
ith which ye have the World abuſed, 
ye that day ſhall be refuſed. 
ſpeak to you all in general, = 
of to one order ſpecial: 
t day all creatures ſhall ken, 
je were ſaints or worldly men, 
rif ye took the chapelry, 
at ye might live moſt- pleaſantly, 
ad get good large portion, 
ſor a godly devotion. | 
at day your feigned ſanRitudes, 
all not be known by your hoods : . 
ur ſuperſtitious ceremonies, 
ticipate with idolatries. 
rds, cutted ſhoes, nor clipped head; 
hat day ſhall ſtand you in no ſtead : 
Ir cow1s black, gray, nor begard, 
hall that day get your reward. 
vr pol ite painted flattery, 
ur diſſimulate hypocriſy, 
at day they ſhall be clearly known, 
ben they ſhall reap as they have ſown. 
erefure in time be penitent, 
elle that day ye ſhall be ſhent z 
ray you heartily, as I may, 
member on that dreadful day. 
abbots, priors, or prioreſs, 
ulider what ye do profels;  - 
d how that your promotion 
u nothing for devotion, 
[to obtain the abbacy, 
made your vow of chaſlity, 
Poyerty and obedience : 
efore” remord > conſcience. 
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How theſe three vows been obſerved, 

And what reward hath been deſerved. 

Wherefore repent while ye have ſpace, 

Since God is liberal of his grace, 

C. Father, ſaid I, declare to me, 
Where ſhall our prelates ordered be, 
Which now are in the world livand ? 
Wien whom ſhall come that ſpiritual. band? 

E. Said he, as faint Bernard deſcrives, 
Except that they amend their lives, 
And leave their wanton vicious warks, 
Not with the prophets, nor patriarchs, 
Nor with the martyrs and confeſſors, 

The which of Chriſt were true preachers. 
Their predeceſſors Peter and Paul, 
That day will them müſknow at all : : 

So ſhall they not, 1 ſay for me, 

With the Apoſtles ordered be 
I truſt they will dwelt on the border 
Of hell, where there ſhall be no order, 
Entong the flood of Phlegeton, 

Or on the brays of Acheron, 
Crying on Char on I conclude, _ - 7 
To ferry them o'er that furious flood, 
To eternal confuſion, _  -- | 
Except they leave their abuſion. 
1truſt, theſe pelates more and leſs, 

Shall make clear count of their riches; 

That dreadful day with hearts ſull fore, 
And what ſervice. they did therefore. - 

The princely pump, or apparel 
Of pope, biſhop, or cardinal, | 
"Their royal rents and dignitie, STS 

That day ſhall not regarded be. 
There ſhall no tails, as I-hear ſay/, 

Of biſhops be born up that day ; 65-54 2 
Come they not with their-conſcience: clean, 
On them great ſorrow ſhall be — nn 

Except that they their lives amend 

In time, and ſo I make an 8. | 
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The manner how Chriſt ſhall give his ſentence, 
| : 3s. | \ 
HEN all theſe, congregations 
Are, brought out of all nations, 
Which ſhall be without proceſs 
bÞgh I have made ſo long digreſs : 
or in the twinkling of an eye, 
mankind ſhall preſented be, 
fore that king's excellence: | 
ten ſhortly ſhall be given ſentence : 
Iſt, ſaying to that bleſſed band, 
hich ordered be at his right hand, 
Come with my father's benediftion, 
id receive your poſſeſſion, _ 
hich was for you preordinate 
fore the world was firſt create ; 
ſhen I was hungry, ye me fed, 
hen I was naked ye me cled: 
t times ye gave me harbery, 
nd gave me drink when I was dry ; 5 
d viſit me with minds meek, 
ben I was priſoner and ſick ; 
al ſuch tribulation, A 
gave me conſolation.” / \ 
ten ſhall they ſay O potent King, 
ten ſaw we thee delire ſuch thing? 
eneyer ſaw thine excellence 
daued to ſuch indigences 
t ſhall he ſay, I you aſſure, , ._ 
dene er ye did receive the poor s 
for my ſake made them ſupplie, | 
at gift doubtleſs ye gave to me; 
refore ſhall now begin your glore, 
ich ſhall endure for evermore. 
1 ſhall he look of his left hand 
Lay unto that hateful band, 
hals with my malediction, | 
eternal affliction, 5 105 
ompany with fiends fell, > 
verlaſting fire of hell. 
. N 
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When I ood naked at your gate, 
Hungry and thirſty, cold and wet, 
Right feeble, ſick, and like to die, 

I never got of you ſupply; _ 

And when I lay in priſon ſtrong, 

Of you I might have lien full long, 
Without your conſolation, 

Or any ſupportation.”” 

Trembling for dread, then ſhall they ſay, 
With many a hideous harmeſy: | 
Alas ! good Lord, when ſaw we thee 


Subject to ſuch neceſlity ? ? 
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When ſaw we thee come to our door, 
Hungry and thirſty, naked and poor ? 
When ſaw we thee in prifon ly, 
Or thee refuſed harbery ? 

Then ſhall that moſt precellent King, 
To theſe wretches make anſwering ; 
That time when ye refus'd the poor, 
Which needful cryed at your door, 


And of your ſuperfluity, 


For my fake, made them no ſupply ; 


_ Refuſing them, yet me refuſed, 


With wretchednelſs, ſo ye were abuſed : 
Therefore ye ſhall have to your hire, 
The everlaſting burning fire, 

Without grace, peace or comforting. 
Then ſhall they cry full ſore weeping ; 
That we were made, alas! good Lord; 
Alas! is there no miſerieord 7 

But thus withoutten hope of grace, 


Tyne preſence of that pleaſant face, 


Alas! for us it had been good, 

We had been ſmored in our cood. 
Then with a rear the earth ſhall rive, 
And ſwallow them both man and wife. 


Then ſhall theſe creatures forlorn, 
Wary the hour that they were born, 
With many a hideous cry and yell, 


From time they feel the flames fell, 
Upon their tender bodies bite, 
V hoſe-tormeat ſhall be infinite 
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The earth ſhall cloſe, and from their igt © 
Shall token be all kind of light. a 


There ſhall be howling and weeping, 
Without hope of comforting, 

In that intolerable pain, 

Eternally they ſhall remain, 

Burning in furious flames red, 

Ever dying but never cead; 

That the iraall minute of an hour, 

To them ſhall be ſo great dolour, 
They ſhalb think they have done remain, 
A thouſand y ears into that pain. 
Alas! 1 tremble to hear tell, 

That terrible rormenting of hellt 

That painful pity for to deplore, 


hen ſhall theſe glorified creatures, . 

With mirth and infinite pleaſures, 

Convoyed with joy angelical, - 

Paſs to the heavens imperial, | 

With Chriſt Jeſus our Sovereign Kiag, 

In glore 8 to reign 3 

Of man which paſleth the engine, 

The thouſand part for to define, 

Allennerly to the leaſt pleaſure. 

Preordinate for one creatures, 

Then ſhall a fire, as clerks fain, 

Make all the hills and valleys plain, 

From earth up to the heavens empire, 

All ſhall renew'd be by that fire, 

Purging all things material, 

Under the heav'ns imperiaF:_ 

Both earth and water, fire and air. 

Shall be more perfect made and fair, 

The which before had mixed been, 

Shall then be purified and made clean. 

The earth like cryſtal ſhall be clear, 

And every planet in his ſphere, 

Shall reſt withoutten more moving, 

Both ſtarry heaven and cryftalin.. 8 

The firit and higheſt heavens moveable, - 

Will ſtand but turnings, firm and ſtable, 
a „ „ 


Which moſt endure for evermore. - 8 


— . 
= a * A 
- - — —————<—_— — --. 
- 4 - - 


* 


144 The fourth Book 
The ſun into the orient, 2 
Will ſtand and in the occident 
Reſt ſhall the moon, and be more clear 
Than now is Phoebus in his ſphere : 

5 - And eke the lantern of the heaven, 

"+ Shall give more light by degrees ſeven, 

Than it gave ſince the world began: 

* The heavens renewed ſhall be then, 

Right ſo the earth with ſuch device, 

Compared to the heavenly paradiſe : 

= So heaven and earth ſhall be all one, 
As meaneth the apoſtle John. 

The great ſea ſhall no more appear, 
But like a cryſtal pure and clear, 
Paſſing imagination 

Of man, to make narration 

Of glore, which God hath done prepare 

To every one which cometh there : 
The which with ears, nor yet with ecn 
Of men may not be heard nor ſeen; 
With heart it is unthinkable. 

And with tongue unpronounceable: 
Whoſe pleaſures ſhall be to perfite, 
Having in God ſo great delight, 

The ſpace now of a thouſand year, 
That time ſhall not an hour appear; 
W hich cannot comprehended be, 

Till we that pleaſant ſight ſhall ſee. 
When Paul was raviſh'd in the ſp'rit 
To the third heaven of glore repeat : 

He ſays, the ſecrets which he ſaw 

They were not lawful for to ſhaw 

To no man on earth livand: 

Whereſore preſs not to underſtand, 

Albeit thereto thou haſt deſire, 
The ſecrets of the heavens empire. 

The more men look on Phœbus bright“ 

The more feeble ſhall be their ſight 

Right ſo let no man ſet his cure 
To ſeek the high divine nature: 

'The more men ſtudy, I ſuppoſe, 

Shall be the more from their purpoſe, 
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To know whereto ſhould men intend, 
Which angels cannot comprehend + = 
But after this great judgement, 

All things to us ſhall be patent. 

Let us with Paul our minds addreſs, 

He being full of heavineſs, 

Full humbly le teacheth us 

Not for to be too curious: 

Albeit men be of great ingine, 

To ſeek the l igh ſecrets divine, 

Whoſe judgments are unſearchable, 2 35 
His ways ſtrange and inveſtigable, 4 
That is to ſay, paſt our finding, * 
Of whom no man can find ending. 
t ſufficeth us for to implore, 

Great God to bring us to his glore. 


Of certain pleaſure of the glorified: Bodies. 


CINCE their is none in earth may comprehend | 
The heavenly glore and wiſdom infinite: 
There fore, my ſon, I pray thee not pretend | 
oo far to ſeek that matter of delight, - 
hich paſſeth natural reaſon to endite. 
hat God before that he the world create, 
Prepared to them which are predeſtinate. 
All mortal men ſhall be made immortal, 
at is to ſay, never to die again; 
mpoſſible, and ſo celeſtial,” 
hat fire nor ſword- may do to them no pain, 
Nor heat, nor cold, nor. froſt, nor wind, nor rain, 
hough ſuch things were may do to them no dear, 
Theſe creatures right ſo ſhall they be as<lear, 
As flaming Phœbus in his manſion, , | 
onſidering then if there ſhall be great light 
hen every one into his region 
ball ſhine like to the ſun and be as bright 
et us with Paul deſire to fee that ſigbt. 
To be diſſolv'd Paul had a great deſire, + mY 
ith Chriſt to be into the heaven's empire. 7 
And moxeover, as clerks can deſcrive, - #2 
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Theſe marvellous lights they been incomparabie 

Among the reſt, in all their ſenſes five, 

They ſhall have ſenfual pleaſure delectable, 

The heavenly ſound which ſhall be inenarrable, 

Into their ears continually ſhallring, | 

And eke the ſight of Chriſt Jeſus our King. 

Into this triumphant throne imperial, . . 

With his mother the Virgin Queen of queens, 

There ſhall be ſeen the court celeſtial, 

Apoſtles, martyrs, confeſſers and virgins, 

Brighter than Phoebus, in his ſphere that ſhines, 

The patriarchs and prophets venerable, 

There ſhall be ſeen in glore ineſtimable. 
And with their ſpiritual eyes ſhall be ſeen, 

That ſight which is moſt ſuperexcellent, 

God as he is, and evermore hath been, 

Continually that ſight contempland. 

Auguſtin ſaith, Hed rather take in hand 

To be in hell, he ſeeing the Eſſence 

Of God, than be in heaven without his preſence, 
Who ſeeing God in his Divinity, | 

He ſeeth in him all other pleaſant things, 

The which with tongue cannot pronounced be : 

What pleaſure been to ſee the King of kings! 

The greateſt pain the damned folk down thrings, 

And to the devil's punition, | 

It is of God to lack fruition. © _ | 
And moreover they ſhall feel ſuch a ſmell, 

Sat mounting far the flewr-of earthly fl.owers, 

And in their mouth a taſte, as 1 hear tell, 

Of ſweet and ſupernatural ſapour ; | 

Alas they ſhall ſee the heavenly bright colours, 

Shining among theſe creatures divine, 


Which to deſcrive tranſcendeth man's ingine. t 2 
And eke they ſhall have ſuch agility, up 
In one inſtant to paſs for their pleaſure, hi 
Ten thouſand miles in twinkling of an eye, Q 

Fo that their joys ſhall be without meaſure ; b 
They ſhall rejoice to ſee the great dolour Tk! 
Of damned fulk in hell, and their torment, - I 
Becauſe it is of God the juſt judgment. | 1 


Subtility they ſhall have maryellous | t 
os FEY 1 Suppoſing 
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zuppoſing that there was a. wall of bra's, 
& glorious body may right ha'tily, 8 
Out through 1he walli without impediment paſe, 
Boch like as doth the ſun beams out through glaſs 
s Chriſt to his Cifciple; did appear, 
| entreſs cloſs, and none of them did ſteer. 
abbeit in-heaven though every creature N 
ave not zlike folieny and glore, 6 
let every cue ſhell have {o great plraſure, 5 
Ind ſo content, that they detire no mure : g 
o have more joy they ſhall no more implore, 
bat they ſhall all be ſatisfy'd and content, 
ke to this rude example ſublequent. 
Take a crowat, a pint-itoup; and à quart, 
gallon pitcher, a punſion, and a tun, 
ff wine, or balm, give every one his part, 
nd fill them full till they be over-ran. 
be little crowat, in compariſon, 
all be ſo full, that it can hold no more. 
fſuch meaſures, though they were twenty feore. 
to the tun or in the punſion, | 
that theſe veſſels in one quantity 
ay hold no more, except they over- run, 
t have they not alike in quantity: 
by this rude example thou may'ſt ſee, 
nouph every man be not alike in glore, 
e ſatisfy d that they deſire no more. 
Though preſently by God his purveyance, 
th beaſts, and fowls, and fiſhes in the ſea, 
eneceſſary for man's ſuſtenance, ' | 
ih corns, herbs, flowers, and fruitful trees, 
en ſhall there be no commodities ; | 
e earth ſhall bear no plant, nor beaſt brutal ; 
t as heavens ſhall be clear like chryſtal, 
uppoſe ſome be on earth walking here down, 
high above whene'er they pleaſe to go, 
Cod they have ay clear fruition, 
h eaſt and weſt, up, down, or to and fro: 
ks have declared pleaſures many no, 
ieh doth trafcend all mortal man's engine, 
thouſand part of thoſe pleaſures divine. a 
to the heaven they ſhall, perfectly know = 
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Their tender friends, their father, and their mother, 
Their predeceſſors whom-they never ſaw : 
Their {pouſes, children, their ſiſter and their brothers 
And every one ſhall have ſuch. love to other, 
Of others glore, and joy they ſhall rejoice, 
As of their own, as clerks do {uppole. 
Then ſhall be ſeen. the bright Jeruſalem, 
Which John ſaw in his revelation 
1 We mortal men, alas! are fore to blame, 
That will not have conſideration, 
And a continual contemplation, 
With hot deſire to come unro that glore,. 6 
Which pleaſure ſhall endure for evermore. 
O Lord our God, and King Omnipotent, 
Which knew ete thou the heavens and earth create, 
Who would to thee be diſobedient, 

. And do deſerve for to be reprobate: 

Thou knowſt the number of predeſtinate, 

Whom thou didſt call, and haſt them juſtified, 

And ſhall i: heaven with thee be glorified. 

4 Grant us to be, Lord, of that choſen ſort, 

Which of thy mercy ſuperexcellent 

| Didſt purity, as ſcripture doth report, 
With the blood of that holy innocent, 
Jeſus, which made himſelf obedient 
Unto the death, and ſtarved on the rood : 
Let us, O Lord, be purged with that blood. 

All creatures that ever God created, 
As writteth Paul, they wiſh to ſee that day, 
When the children of God predeſtinated, - 
Shall do appear in their new freſh array, 
When corruption ſhall be cleans'd quite away, 
And chang'd ſhall be their mortal quality, 
In the great glore of immortality. 

And moreover all things corporal. 
Under the corcave of the heavens empire, 
That now to labour ſubject are and thrall ; 

Sun, moon and ftars, earth, water, air and fire, 
In a manner they kave a bot de ſire, | 
Wiſhing that dry, that they may be at reſt, 

As Fraſmus expoundeth manifeſt,” 
We Je the great globe of the met 
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antinually in moving marvellous : 

je ſeven planets contrary their intent, 
re reft about with courſe contrarious. | 1 
ge wind and ſea with ſtorms furious, 

[he troubled air, with froſt and ſnow, and rain, 

nil that day, they travel ay in pain. 

And all the angels of the order, nine, 

ve compaſſion on our miſeries, 

They wiſh after that day, and to that fine 

o ſee us freed from our infirmities, 

Ind cleanſed from theſe great calamities, * : 
pd troublous life which never ſhall have end 

util that Gf, I wars it to thee kend, 


22 


; exliortation given by Father EXPERIENCE, unto his 
Son the COURTEOUR, | 


Y ſon, now mark well | in thy memory, 

Of this falſe world the troubles tranſitory, 

ſioſe dreadful days do now draw near an end: 

en call on God to be thine adjutory, 

Id every day my ſon, memento mori: 

jou wot*ſt not when or where that thon ſhalt Wund, 
re to remain, I pray thee not to pretend. 

d ſince thou knowſt the time is very ſhort, 

Chriſt his blood ſet all thy whole comfort. 

be not ſo much lift up in temporal things, 

ce thou perceiveſt pope, emperor nor kings 

0 the earth have no place permanent: AM 
lou ſeeſt that death them dolefully down thrings, | 
d reaves them from their rents, riches and reigns 3 . 
erefore on Chriſt confirm they whole inrent ; 

Jof thy calling be right well content: | 

en God that feedeth the fowls of the air, 

needful things for thee he ſhall prepare. 

onſider in thy contemplation, | 

lnce the world's firſt creation, 

kind hath ſuffered this miſery mortal : : 

tormented with tribulation, 

i dolour, dread and delolation . 

tiles, and choſen people of I acl, 

this N are all ſubject and thrall : 

Which 
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Which miſery no doubt ſhall ever endure _ - 
Till the laſt day, therefore, my ſon, be ſure. 
"That day, as I have made narration, - . 
Shall be the day of conſolation | 
To all the children of the choſen number : 
There ended ſhall be their deſolation, 
And eke I make thee ſupplication, _ . 
In earthly matters take thee no more cumber. 
Dread not to die, for death is but a ſlumber 3 
Live a juſt life, and with a joyous heart, 
And of thy goods take pleatantly thy part. 

Of our talking now let us make an end : 
Behold how Phœbus downward doth deſcend, 
Toward his place in the occident : 

Dame Cynthia, I ſee, ſhe doth pretend, 
Into her wat'ry region to aſcend, 
With viſage pale into the orient. 
The dew now donks, the roſes redolent 
The mary-golds that all day were rejoiced 
Of Phœbus' heat, now craftily are cloſed. 
The bliſsful birds are bayping to their trees, 
[ y harmonies. 
The corn-eraiks in the craft I hear her cry ; 
The bat, the howlet, feeble of their eyes, 
For their paſtime now in the evening flies 
The nightingale with mirthful melody, 
Her natural notes do pierce up thro? the ſky, 
To Cynthia making her obſervance, 
Which on the night doth take her daliance, 
Il ſee Pole Arctick in the north appear, 
And Venus riſing with her beams clear, 
Wherefore, my ſon, I hold it time to go. 
Would God, ſaid I, you did remain all year, 
That I might of your heavenly leſſon lear ; 
Of your departing 1 am very wo. ! 
Take patience, faid he, it muſt be ſo;. 
Perchance I ſhall return with diligence. 
Thus I departed from Experience. | 
And ſped me home with heart ſighing full ſore, 
And entered in my quiet oratore: _ | 
And took paper, and there began 20 writs, 
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This miſery, as you have heard before. 

All gentle readers heartily I implore, 

For to excuſe my rural rude indite:  - 
Though Phariſees would have me at deſpite, 
Which would-not that their craftineſs were kend, 
Let God be Judge, and ſo I make an end. 


FINIS. quoaad LINDSAY. 
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